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MARRIAGE

AN INDIVIDUAL DECISION
OR A COLLECTIVE DECISION?

Baba Shiv, Professor of Marketing at Stanford,
Sheena Iyengar, Professor at Columbia business
School and author of the famous book The Art of
Choosing and Cassie Mongiler, Professor of
Marketing at Wharton Business School picked up
an interesting topic for their research and study.
Why do arranged marriages, those marriages
arranged with the support of parents, last longer
than love marriages, those matches freely chosen
by individuals? Although many cultural differences
could explain the fates of these two types of
marriages, these eminent professors were keen to
study the psychology of how we make choices
affect the satisfaction of and commitment to one's
married life.

These eminent professors focussed on a crucial
difference between the two ways of making a
match: whether or not you are seeing all your

options at one point of time or other. Many a time
love marriages are the result of what the researches
call 'sequential choice', where, if at all people move
into another relationship, they do so only after
forsaking the previous one. Arranged marriages in
contrast comes from a more or less 'simultaneous'
decision making process. The research by these
eminent professors prove that the commitment to
and happiness from decisions taken through a
simultaneous decision making process is higher
than those decisions that are taken through a
sequential decision making process. This is one of
the scientific reasons why arranged marriages are
far more stable than love marriages.

In life there are many decisions that are very
frequent and the cost of mistake of those
decisions are very low, say for example the decision
to buy a packet of milk from a new vendor. If the




milk we bought from this particular vendor was
bad, we will easily move to another vendor the next
day. In such decisions we mostly employ a
sequential mode of decision making. But when it
comes to a buying decision thatis not too frequent,
involving high monetary value and the cost of a
mistake is high, for example the decision to buy a
mobile phone, various options are analysed in
detail, multiple people are consulted before taking
the final buying decision. In these situations
simultaneous decision making process is almost
always employed. Choosing one's life pattner
could be the single most important decision a
petson takes in one's life. Is there any doubt what
decision making process one should employ while
choosing one's life partner?

When it comes to any important decisions in life,
one tends to consult many people before taking
that decision. Taking into consideration the
opinions of those who have your best interest in
mind, those who have wide experience in that field,
more so of those who have seen the difficult side
of those decisions are very important inputs to
help you make the right decision. Your parents and
family are one the greatest strengths you can have
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and family in the initial period of their relationship,
can give rise to trust issues between them later
which makes the relationship difficult.One of the
advantages of the eastern civilisations have been
that marriage is not a relationship between two
individuals buta relationship between two families.
Even in individualistic societies like the western
countries, it has been found that parental support
after marriage is an important ingredient to making
marriages work.

Theory of cognitive dissonance proposed by Leon
Festinger is regarded by many to be one of the
most important theories in social psychology. This
theory simply states that humans are not
comfortable in receiving any new information that
confronts with one's existing beliefs. So the normal
human tendency is to avoid any information that is
contrary to one's beliefs. At the same time, one has
a strong tendency to look for information that
supports one's existing beliefs. This theory is in
action immediately after you have bought an
expensive saree. You are not keen to hear anyone
telling you that the new saree does not suit you.
Instead you love to hear that you are looking
beautiful in that new saree.

Many of the couples who fall in
love could be influenced by this
tendency of our brain to avoid
cognitive dissonance. Once they
have decided that they have

found their life partner,
their brains will only look for
information that tells them,
'Congrats, you have made
the best choice of your life'.

in your life. But some couples do lose the support
of their families in the acrimony and defiance
which surrounds their marriage. According to
sociologist Lynette Clemetson, the relative lack of
support that couples might receive from friends

Many of the couples who fall in love could be
influenced by this tendency of our brain to avoid
cognitive dissonance. Once they have decided that
they have found their life partner, their brains will
only look for information that tells them,
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There are no absolute levels of happiness. Our happiness levels are always

determined by the bench marks that we set. In married life, one's benchmarks of
happiness are set by the expectations we have of our respective life partner.

'congrats, you have made the best choice of your
life'. Any information that gives you a cue that
he/she might not be a good match for you is
immediately ignored. When contradictory
information, say the disapproval of the parents to
that relationship crops up, another psychological
principle called reactance too sets in. Due to
reactance, one tends to hold on even stronger to
one's existing belief when contradictory forces set
in. So in a typical love marriage situation as the
couple are faced with disapprovals from their
respective parents, due to the principle of
reactance, the couple starts to believe even more
that the person they have chosen as their life
partner is the right person. When Shakespeare
wrote "Love is blind and lovers cannot see", he
might have been referring to the above mentioned
psychological facets which make the lovers blind to
the realities in front of them. A 2004 study by
University College London confirmed that the
feelings of love suppressed certain areas of the
brain that are responsible for critical thinking,

There are no absolute levels of happiness. Our
happiness levels are always determined by the
bench marks that we set. In married life, one's
benchmarks of happiness are set by the
expectations we have of our respective life partner.
Thanks to psychological principles of cognitive
dissonance and reactance, those in love marriages
tend to see and hear mostly positive things about
one's partner.So the expectations one has from the
partner tends to be very high. In comparison, the
expectation partners have of each other in
arranged marriages tend to be lower. When the
married life begins one will soon realise that the
expectations one had before marriage and the
realities of married life are ditferent. The wider gap
between expectations and reality that exists in love
marriages is yet another reason why the failure rate
of love marriages are much higher than those of
arranged marriages.

The common belief is that in love marriages one
gets to meet the prospective partner many a time,
interact with that person closely and so know the
other person very well before marriage. Where as
the belief as far as arranged marriages is concerned
is that one is walking in blind into a relationship.
But recent studies show that truth is different. Meg
Jay, a clinical psychologist in a famous 2012 New
York Times article pointed out that couples who
got married after having a live-in relationship, the
highest level of interaction before marriage, tend
to be less satisfied with their marriages and more
likely divorce than others. This again points out
that the 'understanding' one develops during the
courtship period of a love marriage is not perfect
and many a time is counter-productive. Where as in
arranged marriages the information search about
the prospective partner is far more elaborate. It
involves multiple sources and more importantly
the search occurs much before the final decision is
made. So the information search involved in
arranged marriages is far more dispassionate and
impartial as compared thatinlove marriages.

No decision can have far more ramifications in
your life than your decision regarding your
marriage. So it is a decision that should be taken
with utmost care. Don't be under the self delusion
that that you know it all, and nobody other than
you is required to take this very important, the
most important decision of your life. Let the
decision regarding your life partner be a collective
decision involving your parents and family
members. Making the decision about your
marriage a collective decision rather than an
individual one can only make your marriage
stronger and more stable. The choiceis very clear.

Biju Dominic
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MIXED AND DISPARITY OF

CULT MARRIAGES AMONG CATROLIC MIGRANTS:
DIFFICULTIES AND CHALLENGES

1. Catholic Understanding of Marriage

As specified in the Canon Law, by marriage a man
and a woman enter into a contract giving their
personal consent to live together as partners for
their whole life (CCEO ¢.776 §1). This contract is
for a life of love, caring, understanding, commun-
ion, fellowship, giving, taking, sacrifice, etc. The
model of Christian marriage as per St. Paul is the
way Jesus loved the Church: a total self-giving even
at the costof sacrificing one’s own life (Eph 5: 25).

2. Mixed Marriage and Disparity of Cult
Marriages

In short, mixed marriages are those marriages one
Catholic party enter into a marriage with a baptized
non-Catholic party whereas in disparity of cult the
other party is a non-baptized non-Christian. In this
changed times, one may be surprised to see
different types of marriages among the migrants in
mega cities such as arranged marriages, love
marriages, civil marriage between two free persons,

COVER STORY
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civil marriage between one divorcee and the other
free, marriage between two divorcees, marriage
with a Catholic and other baptized non-Catholic,
Marriage with a Catholic with a non-baptized non-
Christian, marriage into other religion, marriage of
convenience, living together of free or divorced,
etc. On observing deeply the marriages contracted
in the Churches, one will come across different
categories of marriages which may sound
incredible. We would like to deal here with three
categories of marriages in detail.

By the very fact that one Catholic needs either
dispensation or permission from the Bishop, they
are counted to be irregular marriages to which
certain conditions also are attached with. The
following could be various possibilities: One Syro-
Malabar Catholic with (i) a Oriental non-Catholic
(i) a non-oriental non-Catholic (iii) a Christian
belonging to the sects (iv) a unbaptized non-
Christian with a Religion (v) An atheist.

3. Statistics

Going through the statistics with simple
calculations, from among the total number of
marriages more than 70% of them are arranged
marriages between two from the same Church.
Some 8% could be love marriages or arranged
marriages between Catholics i.e. inter-ecclesial
marriages out of which 4% take place in the Syro-
Malabar Churches and 4% take place in Syro-
Malankara or Latin Churches with proper
permission or with the provision of indult. And
other 10% between Catholic and a non-Catholic
i.e. mixed marriages. Inter ecclesial marriages and
mixed marriages are on the increase as either they
do not get good choices from the same community
or they get better choices from other communities.
In this category of mixed marriage, there is almost
4% Catholics get married in the Non-Catholic
Churches without permission from the Catholic
Authorities. The last 12% marriages are love
marriages, solemnized in the church between a
catholic and a non-Christian, out of which half of
them get converted at the time of the martriage and
another half do not get converted but marry in the

church with the provision of the disparity of cult.
In this category a small 2% are love marriages
where the Catholic party defect their Catholic faith
and join non-Christian religions and get married in
temples, mosques, etc.

4. Laws, Customs and Traditions during the
Marriage celebrations

There is an insistence that those who get married
with the provision of mixed or the disparity of cult
marriage both of them should attend the marriage
preparation course. Non-Christians come to the
course with reluctance, but after the course, they
show satisfaction of having participated in it. A
Catholic is obliged to have the catholic form for his
marriage and if goes against it, the marriage would
be invalid (C.828 {§1-2). Along with the laws, there
are many customs to be observed. Mixed and
disparity of cult marriages open the gate
widespread to the other cultural and religious
symbols into ours. Bridal garment is mostly
westernized. Best man, best woman, wedding
march, toasting with wine, dance, etc are nowadays
very common during marriage celebrations. The
reception programme goes on till midnight. The
custom of solemn welcome to the bride to the
matrimonial home, entrusting the bride to the
family of the groom, marupallikumbidal on the
following day, etc are slowly getting extinct.

5. Difficulties and Challenges:

1. The Church insists that a person must have
sufficient development of their faculties of
intellect and will, to be able to judge and to
will a truly human act (CCEO c. 818 § 2). As
marriage involves a decision, discretion of
judgment refers to the capacity of intellect
and will to specifically evaluate, decide and
freely enter marriage. Intellectual maturity is
the most basic level expected in the adults
who make a commitment for whole life. But
unfortunately in some adults this reasoning is
overpowered by only emotions. Still worse
situations occur when this reasoning is done
by some other minds like parents, or other
kith and kin other than the contracting
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parties.

Falling in love is on the rise nowadays.
Catholics fall in love with people of any faith.
The parents insist that a Catholic should get
married only to another Catholic especially
when they come to know about the religiosity
of the other party. This situation forces the
Catholic party to heed to the plea of the
parents and finally give consent to marry a
Catholic, at the same time; in some cases, they
secretly continue the relationship with the
person in love. This obviously leads to the
break of marriage and they approach the
tribunal for the declaration of the marriage
null and void.

4.

marrying the person whom one loves.

Disparity of cult marriages is on the increase.
Those disparity of cult marriages are taking
place in traditional catholic families where
they the faith is practiced very strictly. It
seems that our youngsters do not have the
conviction that the person whom they marry
should also have the same faith. If our
youngsters consider disparity of cult
marriages as the fashion of the day, living our
faith as one family will be almost impossible
and it will result in the disintegration of the
family thus the stability of the community
will be at stake. In such marriages, when they
start living together, the faith matters a lot for

Unfortunately “falling in love”
is a kind of trap where many
of our youngsters are unable

to take decision with due
discretion involving their
intellect and will. The youngsters
say that they just fall in love.

Unfortunately “falling in love” is a kind of
trap where many of our youngsters are
unable to take decision with due discretion
involving their intellect and will. The
youngsters say that they just fall in love. One
is blind to the qualities of the other when one
inlove is. Itis dangerous when the youngsters
get married only because they are in love.
Here, being in love is the only reason or
quality thatleads to the marriage. They do not
consider many other key factors that are very
important for a successful married life. Love
need not be the only component that sustains
a whole life together but rather is one of the
many components. Loving the partner whom
one marries is much more important than

each one. The disparity leads to conflicts
especially when they have children.

Though it is negligible minority, some of our
Catholics, abandon their catholic faith and
get married to a non-Catholic or a non-
Christian either because there is no choice
from the same catholic faith or because they
are in love. The result is the similar as that of
above said situation.

Conversion of heart only should lead to
conversion to another religion. From those
few people got converted to Christianity,
changed the religion only for the sake of
getting married. In these cases usually there is
no living of faith in the families. The children,
even if they are baptized, they are not given

COVER STORY
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opportunities of family prayers, Sunday
obligations, nor sent for catechism classes. In
some cases, once the marriage is over, even if
they are converted Catholics, they just go
back to their original religion and do not care
for collaborating for anything further as per
the laws of the church.

7. Among the migrant families, most of the
families are very small. In those disparity of
cult marriages, there is a lack of family bond
and hence lack of strength. Most of the
patrents totally depend on their children for
their future. When the family bond is
weakened, many parents suffer from the
insecurity feeling.

8. Different languages, cultures, faiths, eating
and dressing habits create unnecessary
tensions and strains in the families. The stress
of the job situations, increased financial
burdens and loans, lack of other family
members for offering a helping hand, etc.
contribute tremendously to the pressure of
the young families and they are not able to
cope with the rigorous schedule of family life.
These situations force them to neglect their
prayer life and other ecclesial obligations.

9. TFor the growth in faith, the small children
need models and witnesses. In the Syro-
Malabar Church tradition, the grand-parents
were also god-parents at the time of baptism
of their grand-children and they took
initiatives for traditionally handing over the
faith to their grand-children. They were either
living together or close by and it was possible.
Now among the migrant families, also
because of lack of space in small flats or
houses or because of the disparity of faith
most of the young families live separately
from their parents and no much chance to
hand over the faith their newly born grand-
children. This will definitely affect the future
in practising of the faith of the young
families.

10. Some Catholics live together without the

One is blind to the qualities of

the other when one in love is. It

is dangerous when the youngsters
get married only because they

are in love. Here, being in love

is the only reason or quality

that leads to the marriage.

wedlock. And some others live with other
marriage forms, which are not accepted as
valid marriages. The children born out of
these unions are not considered to be legal
children. It is a challenge to our community
and for its stability. Wedlock becomes a
reason for anonymity for some migrants
when they have contracted some irregular
marriages.

Conclusion

With regard to the marriage, customs, life, etc.
Syro-Malabar church has a very rich tradition and
patrimony which our forefathers treasured,
preserved and handed down through centuries
along with unwavering faith. By upholding sanctity
of marriage, fidelity in marriage, maintaining
family ties and reputation they carried forward this
legacy. Even the society seems to be apparently
supporting the any types of marriages, an intrusion
to the statistics suggest that such marriages are not
helping much for founding stable families. All
novel ideas need not do good and only time will
prove and impart proper wisdom.

Dr. Francis Eluvathingal
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Mixed Marriages
= A Real Threat

Our young minds speak...

Being with youth is always fun- and especially working youth is fun as well as enriching. With such
group discussions on any topic below the sun is a regular and spontaneous occurrence. A few days
back, some of us were discussing the merits and demerits of inter-religious marriage. And one guy
openly admitted that he wouldn’t mind marrying a girl belonging to any religion as long as she
possessed certain qualities that he looked for in a life partner. This prompted me into making an
enquiry to see whether this thought is prevalent among the other youths of Kalyan eparchy. Given
below are some views expressed by active youth of the diocese.

“Love is beautiful and falling in love is a feeling that one just can’t stop. But when love turns
into life and when the movie of life has to be reeling through marriage, the story gets into a
different tangent altogether. And lo! Here it’s about mixed marriages. Partners in mixed
marriages may be supportive of each other’s religious beliefs but still often run into
unexpected quarrels. In case of an inter-caste marriage after the lovey-dovey era,
when a child is born the couples face additional struggles and challenges in the field
of parenting, Raising a child always leads to conflicts if the parents are not on the
same page. A partner’s social attitudes and common prejudices start to show more
and more openly as the days pass. And if this topic touches religion it gets nasty. I
personally feel that marriage in itself needs a lot of adjustments that includes family and
society. Having the complexity of religion in this union makes it further complicated.”

- Elizabeth George

“As Christians, we are called to be evangelists for Christ. One way to do this is to impart
our faith to our children. Mixed marriages pose a barrier to this. If parents are of
different faiths we will not be able to impart our faith with conviction to our children.
Hence, the children of such a marriage usually go astray in matters of faith. Itis upto
the parents to ensure that children have a good moral upbringing, Faith in God is at
the base of all this. My question is, if you go for an inter-caste marriage will you be

able to bring up your children in proper faith.”
- Joseph Pudusheri
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“Like the old adage goes, “A good example is the best sermon.” It is only when we live our
faith, will we be able to give Christ to others. Mixed marriages require us to compromise
on our beliefs which ultimately results in us slowly moving away from God. Marriage
in itself requires a lot of compromises and adjustments from both parties involved.
Add to that the aspect of religion, which forms a major part of your identity and
- you’re setting yourself up for trouble. Speaking from a very practical point of view, it
is much easier to make a marriage work (God knows how easy itis!) if your partneris
of the same faith. Today if you agree to compromise on your faith, tomorrow what

else are you willing to compromise on?
- Rini Kunjuvareed

“The concept of inter caste marriage is quite appealing to many people especially to those
who believe that their life partner should be their personal choice. However, the truth is
that all marriages are between two families and not just two people. When these
families have different backgrounds, different cultures, merely the matter of co-
existence can become one of trials and tribulations. On top of that, raising children
in an inter-caste marriage is another problem. How do you decide the right moral
framework to impart values to the children? An inter-caste marriage automatically
makes this a lot more difficult. In conclusion I would say that inter-caste marriages are
notimpossible but the sheer effortinvolved in sustaining them makes it undesirable.”

- Febin Mathew

I “Mixed marriages can greatly weaken a congregation. It is not the strong in faith who will
enter into mixed marriage, but those who are weak in faith. This weak "insider" marries an

unbeliever, which inevitably leads to a weak marriage and a weak family. Consider also
the fact that "a little leaven leavens the whole lump" (1 Cor 5:6). If mixed marriage is
permitted, others will follow suit. This means that there will be an increase in weak
marriages. Since the strength and faithfulness of a congregation depends on the

b

strength and faithfulness of the individual families of which it consists, it follows
that if mixed courtship is accepted, it will, over a period of time, have detrimental
effects upon the congregation as a whole.”
- Syjith Surendran

us. When I agree to accept a person from a different faith I am severing my connection with
God since I’'m not only accepting the person, but also, indirectly that person’s faith.
When there is no place for God’s desires, the graces to be received in the sacrament of
marriage is no longer achieved. A family with two different faiths will not be able to
provide proper spiritual growth for their children as they tend to not follow any
particular religion. This same culture is later handed down to their children who end
up being confused or completely devoid of faith. This will result in them having only
materialistic goals which provide only temporary happiness.”

I “God works in our life only if we have faith in Him and if we are ready to accept His plans for

-Name withheld on request
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“They say that marriages are made in heaven. And if they are, we must not interfere with
God's plan. Today, inter-religious martiages are a very common phenomenon. People say
that we must forget traditional teachings and try to be broad minded by embracing the

modern ideas of life. Well, when it comes to marriage, especially love marriages the

couple might be very open minded about things before getting married. But once
married, you may feel that your faith is losing the importance that it should get or you
may not like the fact that the mostimportant thing in your life is not even considered
a priority. All such things lead to arguments and fights among the couple.

Moreover, when it’s time to raise children the biggest question is which religion will

the child choose or follow. We must realize that our faith, beliefs and thinking will match
up more to a person of the same faith than with someone belonging to a different faith.
Ultimately - A family that prays together stays together.

| don’t want to scribble as a priest, but | am
deeply saddened by the views of the youth that
came to me. First of all, let me admit how difficult
it was for me to find few youth who would write
against mixed marriages. To my surprise | found
more boys for inter-religious marriages, instead
of against! This should be a cause for alarm to
most parents. My dear youth, | only share my
heart with you. Each one of us has come into
this life for a purpose, to experience the real bliss
according to our Creator. We have a very
concrete plan to execute! What we have
received from our parents — something better
has to be handed over to our children.

Religion is not an issue when you are dating or
even during your initial days of marriage. The
difficulties arise after the birth of a child, as many
youth are aware. There are different ways of
coping with mixed marriages. The usual trend is
that both partners withdraw from their organized
religious activities. They stop attending their
respective religious rituals as well as avoid
religious discussions in their marriage. But often,
sooner or later one or the other person realizes
the vacuum within and would wish to become
religiously active. Usually, this happens to the
female partner after the birth of a child.

Marriage is not a one moment decision but a
lifelong commitment. You need four different

- Divya Shah

components to make any marriage work; a)
Spiritual Oneness, b) Emotional Maturity, c)
Cultural Unanimity and d) Intellectual
Compatibility. In the case of mixed marriages, |
find nearly all of these components missing. To
give an example, the simplest or the most
compromising solution adopted in a mixed
marriage is that one of the partners is ready to
convert for the sake of the other. Just imagine
the struggle & embarrassment the poor person
has to undergo. One fine Sunday, when he walks
into church, he finds a spiritual guru dressed up
in the weirdest fashion, a group of devotees
giving him strange looks, a God who seems
intellectually incompatible and at the time of
exchanging peace — the most belittling
experience emotionally. That was the last time
this person walked into the church. No matter
how well s/he is trained through catechism,
putting himself/herself into the shoes of a person
born as a Christian is impossible.

So, | wonder in case of a mixed marriage are we
being a true Christian or are we a practical
atheist???

Fr. Rajesh Mathew
Director, Kalyan Eparchy Youth
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While the bread and wine prepared on the
‘bethgaza’ are brought to the Altar the choir
sings the hymn of the mysteries: “firmly I have
trusted in the Lord” (Ps. 11:1). This hymn
reminds the community of two dispositions in
faith. First, that we should have firm faith in the
Lord and trust in His words and secondly that in
spirit we should already see the body and blood
of Jesus in the gifts being presented on the Altar.
Usually the second part of the hymn “the poor
shall eat and be satisfied” (Ps. 22:26) is also sung;
It reminds us that God feeds the poor and the
hungry with bread from above (Ex. 16:4-5). The
words ‘He has filled the hungry with good
things’ (Lk. 1:53) is also being fulfilled here. In
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this hymn of prayer the community is exhorted
to join the heavenly choir to sing God is holy,
holy, holy. This is to be understood in the light
of the interpretation of our Church fathers
about this rite. There is the tradition that when
Jesus after the death and glorification entered
heaven all the angels greeted Him singing ‘holy,
holy, holy Lozrd, and we too here join the
heavenly choir, in singing Him holy.

As this hymn of the mysteries is sung either priests
or deacons carry the bread and wine to the Altar, in
procession. At this time, the community is
reminded to patticipate in spiritin Jesus’ journey to
Calvary with cross. The elevation or the
presentation of bread and wine in the form of the
cross symbolizes Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.
There is the tradition of touching thrice with the
paten on chalice which according to some

interpretation reminds us of Jesus’ death at the
third hour. (Mk. 15:34)

As the bread and wine are placed on the Altar it is
covered with veil called ‘Sosappa’ which is the
symbol of the robe with which Jesus’ body was
covered after His death and this rite symbolises the
burial of Jesus. After the Anaphora there is the
unveiling which has reference to the resurrection
of Jesus. Itis the death and resurrection of Christ
that we commemorate and celebrate on the Altar.
The use of symbols is important and significant in
our Qurbana in the celebration of these divine
mysteries.
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Transferring the
Gifts to the Altar
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James the Greater (brother of John the Apostle) is considered the first apostle to be martyred for his faith. He is the
only apostle whose martyrdom is recorded in the New Testament.

According to Acts of the Apostles, a year after the crucifixion of Jesus, Stephen (the first Christian martyr) was
stoned for his alleged transgression of orthodoxy, with Saul (who later converted and was renamed Paul)
looking on.

The New Testament states that Paul was himself imprisoned on several occasions by
Roman authorities, stoned by Pharisees and left for dead on one occasion, and was
eventually taken as a prisoner to Rome.

Over 20,000 Christians are thought to have died during Diocletian's reign (AD 284-305), which is known
as the Great Persecution.

Christianity was legalised by the Edict of Milan in AD 313.

Tipu Sultan's army set fire to the church at Palayoor and attacked the Ollur Church in 1790.
Furthermore, the Arthat church and the Ambazhakkad seminary were also destroyed.

Every year, the Christian non-profit organization Open Doors publishes a list of the top 50 countries
where persecution of Christians for religious reasons is worst. The 2014 list has the following
countries as its top 10 offenders: 1) North Korea 2) Somalia 3) Syria 4) Iraq 5) Afghanistan 6) Saudi
Arabia 7) Maldives 8) Pakistan 9) Iran 10) Yemen.

Death of Apostles : Match the Following

Bartholomew Impaled by a spear Send your answers to
James, the Lesser | Suicide, death by hanging lanternkidsroom@gmail.com before
Andrew Sawed or axed to death? 21st March, 2015. Names of the
Judas Iscariot Stoned and clubbed-to-death gl wmngrs willogipusisiediiniuie
next issue of the Lantern.
Peter Skinned alive and beheaded
John Crucified upside down on an X-shaped cross
Thomas Crucified Winners of past
_to- 2 P
James, the Great | Burned-to-death? monthsl a(tl\"“es:
Phillip Sawed or axed-to-death? . .
Viatth - 0 boling o Anchal Maria (Sakinaka)
atnew roWn Info botling of, Angelo John (Sakinaka)
but survived; died a natural death Jesna Jose (Dapodi)
Jude Thaddeus Beheaded by sword Melviya Sunny (Bhayander)
Simon the Zealot | Crucified upside down Joshua Joffy (Bhandup)
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KLM's Upcoming Events:

(1) KLM General Body Meeting : 21 March
2015, 3-5pm, Bishop's House, Powai

(2) IT/ITES Professionals Meet : 19 April
2015, 3-6pm, Malad/Kanjurmarg, Mumbai
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A joint meeting of Kalyan Mathrusangam
Executive members and Syro Malabar
Mathruvedi delegates from Kerala was held on
20th January 2015 at Bishop House, Powai.
Being the apex body Syro Malabar Mathruvedi
aims to bring together various associations for
mothers in & outside of Kerala under one roof
“Syro Malabar Mathruvedi”. His Excellency Mar
Thomas Elavanal, the Bishop of Kalyan
Diocese, presided over the meeting. KMS
President, Mrs Lissy Jose welcomed the
gathering and the Secretary, Mrs Linu Albert
presented a brief report of the various KMS
activities. Director of KMS Rev. Fr. Biju
Kollamkunnel, spoke on the achievements of
KMS over the yeats.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kochuparambil, Director Syro
Malabar Mathruvedi, Animator St. Joncey,
President Mrs Delcy Lukachen, Secretary Mrs
Lissy Varghese and Treasurer Mrs. Jiji Jacob
spoke on the occasion and appreciated the
activities of KMS and said that Kalyan
Mathrusangam was one of the active mothers’
associations of Syro Malabar Church. They
congratulated KMS on the success of Navjeevan
Rally and the subsequently gained popularity for
its noble cause in Kerala and across the world.

Women’s Day:

International Women’s Day on March 8th 2015
will be celebrated by performing Street plays in
all units at public places of their locality,
depicting the various familiar and social issues
women face in today’s world.

AGBM and Women’s Day
Celebrations:

The AGBM and Women’s Day celebrations of
Kalyan Mathrusangam:

Venue : St. Xavier’s School, Kanjurmarg (W)
Date : 15th March 2015.

Time : 2pm to 5pm

His Excellency Mar Thomas Elavanal would
grace the occasion. President, Secretary,
Animator, diocesan representatives and at least 3
members should represent each Unit and Zone.
The KMS members celebrating their silver and
golden jubilees of marriage in 2014(marriage
conducted in 1989 and 1964) will be felicitated
on that day.

Requesting your prayers and whole hearted
support,

Fr. Biju Kollamkunnel, Director
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THE MOST UNIQUE MIGHT YIGIL AS A PREPARATION TO EASTER.
A KEY ENDEAVOR. ..

A Maha Theerthadanam

_ A PILGRIMAGE
fram Mather of Victory Shrine"Tiku]iniwadi

to St. Thomas.Shrine, Kalyan West

ﬁ on Friday, 27th March, 2015 m

&
!
.-$' WALE TO RECEIVE JIGIVENESS OF SINS & BE FILLED WITH NEW VIGOUR OF OUR Lommb,
L ,_._3 LET U5 MAKE PILGRIMAGE TO VEMERATE THE RELIC OF 3 THOMAS SHRINE, KALYAN WEST

OF aT.

= S

CATECHISM DEPARTMENT
POWER POINT COMPETITION

The Department of catechesis conducts the PowerPoint competition to digitalize the catechism text book content and for
better teaching and learning outcome.

Rules and Regulations

1. Preparation of power point must be on the basis of the text books of Std. 5, 7, 10 (People who awaited for the
Redeemer, Teachings of Jesus, The Church missionary community) of Syro Malabar Catechesis.

2. One PowerPoint should cover one entire chapter only. The PowerPoint should include introduction to the topic and
evaluative objective type questions at the end.

3. The name of the text book and the chapter should be mentioned properly. All important points of the chapter must be
included in the power point presentation.

4. More than one video clip must not be included in one presentation.

Clips and images notin conformity with the teaching of the church should not be included.

Power point presentation will be evaluated depending on introduction of the theme, inclusion of main points from

the text book, novelty in the method of presentation, creativity etc.

The power point presentation received for the competition will be used for catechetical purposes.

The last date to submit the Power pointis April 15,2015.

Kindly mail your power points to kalyancatechism@gmail.com

0. One cansend more than one power point presentations for the competition.

First prize: 2500.00 Second prize: 2000.00 Third prize: 1500.00

And Consolation prizes to selected entries

e G

= @ 2
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¢ JESUS’ NURSES’ FRATERNITY (JNF)
S DHBID MU ACNV@o 2015

: 8080N@3 B30) Blalmo... lalMowo : M@)o MUMado :  (4min.)
: @9 GOMOBMM LA} WI1@3

(Should notexceed 30lines) a1glowamo (Christian Devotional
2alMIOM0 : GO UDY(UV)aH EONET) BO) Songs only) S
e6BMIO®A emmileond wodeale

somoalodlmiale eaiehallgle:8io | Group Song (Christian Devotional

(Words Limit 2000) Songs only) : (8min.)
Pencil Drawing : Peace be with you
(Should not exceed A3 Size) Rules & Regulations
Cartoon : Hospital ) 1. In Group Song minimum number of participants 4 Nos.
(Should not exceed A4 Size) 2. Lastdate for Registration : 12th April, 2015
Painting : n.@G)(Té (om0 3. Withoutinstruments only
(Should not exceed A3 Size) )
Send your articles to: Fr. Liju Keettikkal D_ate : Ap”l 19th= 2015
Sehiyon Priest Residence, Sarovar Building, Room No. 201, Time : 2.00 p.m.to 4.00 p.m.

Sundar Galli, B.J. Marg, Byculla (West), Mumbai - 400 011. Venue : St. Xavier's Boys Academy
E-mail: frlijukeettikkal@gmail.com ’ : ’

Churchgate (E).
ll (Last date to submit 31st March, 2015) urchgate (E)

Rules & Regulations

1. Any nurse (Students/ Staff) can participate. 2. Entry should be original.
3. Please attached the Name, Address, Contact Number and E-mail ID in separate sheet.
4. Decision of the Judges will be final. 5. Rightof publishing of the article is reserved to (JNF).

6. The winners will be awarded with attractive prizes. 7. Prizes will distributed on JNF Nurse’s Day Celebration (May 10th, 2015).

RETREAT March 6, 7 and 8 (Friday to Sunday)

6th & 7th : 4.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 8th Sunday : 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.
at St. Teresa School at Girgoan, Near Churniroad Railway Station (E), Behind Saifee Hospital.

The next Pastoral Council is scheduled on Saturday, March 14, 2015

at 2.00 p.m. in Animation and Renewal Centre (ARC), Panvel.

VOCATION DISCERNMENT RETREAT

Jesus is in search of committed warriors to expand His kingdom on earth. Do you wish to join
Him? He needs only your readiness and commitment; He does not demand your qualities,
because "He qualifies the called."

So, are you ready to enroll your name into Jesus' Army by becoming a Priest? Do you desire
to win souls for Him?

If YES, do join for the Vocation Discernment Retreat conducted by our Diocese.

Place : St Thomas Minor Seminary, Panvel.

Date : 2015, March 31stfrom 9 am to April 1st4 pm.
Regn Fee : Rs.250.00.

Eligible participants : Boys who completed 10th std and above.

Fr. Shibu Pulickal (Rector)
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ECCLESIAL NEWS

Bible Appostolate
KERYGIVIA-14 RESULTS
Group -C Group -E
Position Name Parish Position Name Parish
1st Dr. Teslin Bobby Nerul 1st Mary Devassy Nerul
2nd MerinaSinto Nerul 2st Baby Joy Wannowarie
Jasmin John Dombivli 3nd JoyT.P wannowarie
3rd SwapnaRobin  Ulhasnagar M. A. Jose bhayandar
4th SheenaMichael Nashik City 4th Elsy Varghese Nerul
5th NeW]i FrEjO Vasai East Annie Paul Ambernath
5th Pauly Baby  Nerul
Group -D
Position Name Parish
1st Jessy Ouseph  Koperkhairne
2nd Jodly Raphael  Mankhurd
3rd JishaJohnson Bhayandar
Lizy George Wannowarie
4th Lilly Varghese ~ Wannowarie
Mathew Panvel
5th BeenaBabu Malad (W)
Jessy Raju Kalewadi
Biji George Kalewadi

Group -A
Position Name Parish
1st Namitha Tom Nashik City
2nd AloshVarghese ~ Marouli
3rd Anup Joseph Dombivli
AleeshaJoukutty  Nerul
Akhil Jaiby MiraRoad
4th Joel Anto Nerul
AmitaMJoseph  Nerul
Joyce Thobias Nerul
Ciya Charly Sakinaka
5th JosminThomas  Dombivli
Elizabeth Saju Kandivli (W)
Group -B
Position Name Parish
1st Aishwarya Paulson Nashik City
2nd Honey Sunny Sakinaka
3rd DelvinVarghese ~ Powai
4th Ancy Kuttappan ~ Panvel
5th JubinJose Ambernath

I

i

In Loving memony. offour dearestiPapa
Ist eath Anniversany,

Deeply Mourned and
Fondly remembered by

Wife
Daughters

Son-in-law

Grand Children:

Resi. Ph.: 0251

- A.V. Francis
Born 10/01/1934

Died: 11/03/2014

: Mary Francis
: Rosily, Maria

Litty, Lincy

: Jose, Joseph

Anthony, Milton

Noel, Sebin,
Mellissa, Lisa,
Angela

- 2444778

Rosily Mob.: 9892670965



+is concern and&enmg‘? knew ne bovind.
T silence pu fﬁemd Zu patience pu bare,
il Ged called ypudome to suffor vo narg

4 g[ us ypu did pur best
Do pu e prey atornal rest.

_ Atribute of deep love and affection >
from your sorrowing near and dear ones.

Fondly remembered by

Wife: Annie Abraham

Daughter: Sherly Jose

Son-in-law: PK. Jose

Son: Nelson Abraham
Daughter-in-law: Jenny Nelson
Grand Children: Kevin, Kenith & Juan

Born: 25th July 1943
Eternal Rest: 15th March 2014

Owyr fiearts aclie widh sadess
and sillemt tears sEIL floay,
afi 82 meas to lose youy
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™ Available in Coconut Oil based and Gingelly Oil based

@RMYSEEM HUAMEUBID HABMIOHIONE
T 26611 (M (60 EMISE (IIE0B6Mo.

KALAN PHARMACEUTICALS Nellayi P.0.-680305, Thrissur (Dt), Kerala. Customer care: 0480 2754833
Trade Enquiry: Ph: 4+91 9447054887 mail@kalanpharmaceuticals.com www.kalanpharmaceuticals.com
Super Stockist : Kerala Ayurveda Vaidyasala, 7, Yogeshwar Tower, Kattemanivali P.O., Kalyan East.

Ph: 09820321393, 02225780815 Stockists : DKanara Store, Matunga DVedayu Ayurvedic Remedies, Kopar
Khairne, Vashi DCL Store, Meera Road East D JK Store, Malad DNew Kerala Medical, Dhongri

Marketed in UAE : M/s Nasmat Al Sabha Trading L.L.C., Dubai. Ph: +9714 2255800 e-mail: whs@eim.ae

Distributors enquiry solicited from unrepresented countries / areas Follow us on ﬁ KalanPharmaceuticals

Fousehold and Car Stifting Peoples

Domestic / International / Local

e Packing ¢ Handling ¢ Unpacking
e Transportation e Insurance
e Warehousing e Car Transportation

ng3MOwmE@BU3 6(aldnDnHEMAIN®] Al0WES 62100
DMUINMBEMIISIEnS] BBBo HUBALINS
myaleanilaswio O1E6lgge f)OmlEnzm;.

O1E3NIE), BRSIA, 6I5Wo,
009l MY(RIA, SEMIA, TIPZNIMMMAI3Po
. Tel.: 022 - 25915959 / 25913737
y Off.: 44/1, Saidham Arcade, P. K. Road, Near St. Mary’s School, Mulund (W), Mumbai - 80.
Cell : 9892191241 Email : jollyspeedcargo@ymail.com, Web.: www.jollyspeedcargo.com

MR. JOHN P. CHERIAN

Andheri : 9892191241 | Kalyan:9833696920 | Navi Mumbai: 9833697030
COCHIN ¢« MUMBAI ¢ BANGLORE ¢ CHENNAI ¢ DELHI ¢« AHMEDABAD « HYDERABAD



Mummy, your love, prayers and blessings continue to touch
~our lives and protect us. Your sacrifices lit our lives and we
thankyou for everything you have done for us.

May Almighty bless our generations to come so as to
live a life inspired by you.

We thank our Lord for your blessed life. All this we
“pray inthe name of our Lord and Saviour, Amen.

2 Fondly remembered by
sl ~ Sons Daughter-in-law
AbrahamThomasV  Sangeeta Abraham
Mathew Thomas V Sonia Mathew
Daughter Son-in-law
Jolly Francis Francis Chacko

Grand Children
Maria, John, Kevin, Simon and Samuel

¥ _Mary Thomas Vazhappilly
#Born: 18-2-1939
[Eternal Rest: 22-3-2014

E

5

. endly nemembened by
‘ .K. Kurian i

Mrs. Alice Kurian
Born: 26th March 1946
Eternal Rest: 6th March 2014

" <k




HOUSEHOLD PACKERS & MOVERS

mleoRs36S AlSIMILMEIBBIe ©9JOIS
FAST & SAFE M2 & B0 1XUSE H2AQD l3dem
OO EAIAMICOMISIo EDMBHINMEMVISIo &SI
DI aPOileSWo PO OHIMDIMo @GS
0SIMINURIMMIMIo 6MEMBOES MA1nilen)d:.

Contact:
C. L. DAVID VALAPPILA Dombivali
9323196882 /9821222065 0251 -2820095
9167534571 0251 -2822044

. Plot No. 233,
Branch Office: Sector - 26 A, Vashi,

Kannur, Calicut, Trichur, Ernakulam, Navi Mumbai - 400 705.
Kottayam, Kollam and Trivandrum 022 - 2783 1608
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only daughter. Fair/27/170/70/B/B - BE
(CS) + PGDM - Working - good fixed
income - girl having own independent flatin
Mumbai. 9821038825/ josjnj@gmail.com

0

GOC201518047

Fair, 28/5.2/60/MBA/ Presently working
as a HR Executive / Parents from TCR /
022-28943583/9969481092/
9969747072/ davishincy@gmail.com
GOCMATRIPN1627

Fair, 27 / 148 / 42 | B.Sc Nursing+MBA in
Health Care Services / Staff Nurse on
Contract basis in Govt. Service / parents
from Idukki / 8606841486 / 9847753557 /

sonycd41@gmail.com

G0OC201517783
Medium, 24 / 158 / 52 / B.Com + Diploma
in Exp. & Imp. Management / Customer
Care Professional/ parents from TCR/
9773327523/9773327519
Fair, 24 / 5.2 | 48 /| M.Com, Working as
Accounts Department / Parents from TCR
19049992556 /0251 2202341
minu.paul1490@gmail.com
G0OC201518446

ammu.antony15@gmail.com
G0OC201416394

(o ©os D

/ Medium, 30/160/80/ Diplomain Mechanical (il

Engg., currently pursuing BSC-IT / Working v
as Service Desk Engineer / Parents from !
TCR/022-27729909/9769458937 |
silu_maru05@yahoo.co.in -
\_GOC201517655

RS UTRRITIEEAIN  For Regn. & Advt. please issue cheque in favour of “ST. BARTHO CHARITABLE FOUNDATION”

SMRC-Mumbai based educated parents
(Origin Trichur) seeks suitable match for

Medium, 27 / 163 / 62 / B.Com with
Diploma in EXIM / Presently working
Import & Export Executive / parents from
TCR/9920926018
seema87_sweet@rediffmail.com
GOC201415827

Medium, 25 /5.2 / 56 / BE IT, working in
MNC as a Programmer / parents from
Trichur/9619192145
francis.choondal@gmail.com
G0OC201314102

Whitish, 23 / 158 / 57 / B.Com, Currently
doing the CA final / Wroking as an Article
Assistant ina CAfirm/Proprietor of abusiness
firm / parents from TVM / 0251-2209503 /
9890458905/ roselinexavier1991@gmail.com
GOC201517632

ﬁ:air, 30 / 5.4 / 48 | MBA in Marketing, |
Working as Marketing Manager at | |
Mumbai/Parents from TCR /9029485285 |
nancyfrancis@rediffmail.com
\_60C201415015

Fair,34/5.3/50/B.Com. + CAPursuing/
parents from TCR /9869053769
cifamily8@mtnl.net.in

G0C201417037

/Fair, 32 /175176 | Masters in microbiology
and MBA in quality managment / Working as
Manager Quality / Parents from TCR /S8
9930848998 ;
marita.joseph@gmail.com
\_GOC201417451

Medium, 29/178/B.Com/ Working as Accounts
Executive in Dubai / Father from TCR /
Mother from Alleppey / 022-25894967 /
9768724487 | aliasvin89@gmail.com
G0C201518420

THANKSGIVING TO ST. ALPHONSA
V.M. Antony — Kalyan (W)

THANKSGIVING TO ST. THOMAS
V.M. Antony — Kalyan (W)

Wheatish (Boy), 29/ 172 /85 / Graduate / PGDBA (Mktg.) /
Sr. Accounts Supervisor / Parents from Idukki, Ernakulam /
022-65291896/9892588172 / kevijm@yahoo.com
G0OC201416287

THANKSGIVING TO ST. JUDE
Teena Satheesh — Kalewadi

Mrs. Baby Joseph & Family — Dombivli (E)
V.M. Antony — Kalyan (W)
A Believer — Sakinaka
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SIB M-Passbook
Now access your passbook
on your smart phone
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Yet another next-generation
service from South Indian Bank

Track your transactions on the go with SIB M-Passbook. Download the SIB M-Passbook app to your smart phone to access and explore
your SB and GD account transactions instantly. Loaded with multiple customized features, it is so much more than a passhook.

FEATURES
| 24 x 7 access to your transaction details | Search, drill down or filter through your transactions | Add comments to transactions of choice
| Locate your SIB branch/ATM | and more. ..

The service is offered free to select customers.* Please contact your branch for details.

Registration Process
You can register for SIB M-Passbook in 3 simple steps:

1. Download SIB M-Passhook Application.
e Open the Application. Enter your mobile number that is registered with SIB and the last 5 digits of your SB/CD account.
3 mPIN will be sent to your registered mobile. Enter the mPIN received to complete your registration.

Download the app today! SIB M-Passbook - Customized fo your convenience

Available in
- For more details, contact your branch or
- 9 @ call our toll free numbers
1800 843 1800 or 1800 425 1809.

Android  i-Phone  Windows Blackberry
Phone

The South Indian Bank Ltd., Regd. Office, SIB House, P.8. No. 28, Thrissur, Kerala, PIN-680 001,
Ph: 0487 2420020, Fax: 0487 2426187, Toll Free (India): 1800-843-1800, 1800-425-1809 (BSNL)
Emall: sibcorporate@sib.co.in | CIN : LB5191KL1929PLC001017

South Indian Bank is a member of BCSBI and is commifted to freat customers in a fair,
transparent and non-discriminatory manner.

Experience Next Generation Banking

B} nttp:/awww tacebook com/thesouthindianbank

“Terms & conditions apply



