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CcpÄ \ndª  h\¯nse sNdnb 
Zo]\mfw t]msebmWv ssZh¯nsâ 
CSs]SÂ. ASp¯ hgnIfnte¡ v 
{]Imiw ]Icm³ B Zo]\mf¯n\p 
Ignbpw. NpäpapffsXÃmw ImWm³ Ignª n
sÃ¦nepw PohnXhgnIm«nbmbn \mfw 
ap¶nepmbncn¡ pw.

C¶v PohnXs¯¡ pdn¨v kz]v\§ fpv. 
B{Kl§ fpw ]cn{ia§ fpw Dv. ]s£  
]cmPbw kw`hn¨mÂ ]cmPnXsâ ̀mWvUhp 
tadn ssZhs¯ ]gn]dª v PohnXw Xffn 
\o¡ p¶hcpv.

I¸enÂ tPmen sN¿p¶ a\pjy³ Ah[n¡ v 
ho«nÂ h¶v Xncn¨v t]mIpt¼mÄ sIm¨paI³ 
imTyw ]nSn¡ pw IqsS t]mIm³. Ahkm\w 
A¸³ k½Xn¨p. F¶mÂ B {]mhiyw hfsc 
iàamb Imäpaqew I¸Â XncameIfnÂ X«n 
\in¨p. aI³ A¸s\ apdpsI sI«n ]nSn¨p 
InS¶p. F¶mÂ XncameIfnÂ X«n cp 
t]cpw FXnÀZniIfnte¡ v HgpInt]mbn. 
Ahkm\w A¸³am{Xw Ics¡ ¯nbt¸mÄ 
aIs\ tXSn A¸³ Aeª p. hfsc Zqsc Hcp 
]mds¡ «nÂ, ]mdsI«ns\ sI«n]nSn¨v 
InS¡ p¶, t_m[w sI«p InS¡ p¶ aIs\ 

EDITORIAL

Printed at: LOGOS PRINTERS, Diocese of Kalyan

Xm¦Ä 
]cmPnXt\m?

Ip. X«nbpWÀ¯n aIs\ amtdmSv tNÀ¯v 
]nSn¨psImv tNmZn¨p. aIs\§ s\ ̀bw 
IqSmsX ChnsSsb¯n tNÀ¶p. aI³ ]dª p 
Rm³ Fsâ A¸s\ apdpsI ]nSn¨p InS¡ p 
IbtÃ, ]ns¶´n\m t]Sn¡ pt¶! B aIsâ 
hnizmkw ]mdt]mse Dd¸pffXmbncp¶p. 
Fs´ms¡  kw`hn¨mepw Fsâ A¸s\ Rm³ 
apdpsI ]nSn¨p InS¡ psa¶v. Cu hnizmkhpw 
t_m[yhpamWv c£ bnte¡ v \bn¨Xv.

ssZhw \½nÂ \n¶pw AIept¼mgÃ adn¨v 
\mw ssZh¯nÂ \n¶pw AIept¼mgmWv 
A\p{Klw \jvSamIp¶Xv.
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I have many dreams, I still have them, but 
somewhere God has shown me that all these in 
the end don’t matter at all. Now that does not 
mean I stop dreaming like most of us do when 
we start failing, but it only means that the 
definition of success for me now has changed, 
for now I know, that in God’s eyes I am already 
a masterpiece, intricately woven inside my 
mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13) and this makes 
me feel appreciated, feel precious, feel 
accomplished and happy in every situation. I 
do not deny that there is no sadness, that there 
are no failures in this world but now I look at 
failure differently, my perspective has 
changed.

I have failed in class, in subjects, in friendships, 
in achievements and in duties, I have failed my 
relatives through my words and actions, I have 
even failed God. But God in His kind mercy 
took all my shortcomings and failings, took all 
my weaknesses and carried it all for me. So 
when I failed and was mocked at, when I could 
not reach the goals set by others, or me I could 
not look into the eyes of God, He has been 
there for me waiting for me to look up to Him. 
Because my health may fail, and my spirit may 
grow weak, but God remains the strength of 
my heart; He is mine forever (Psalms 73:26)  

I say this with conviction because more than 
the life on this earth, I look forward to an 
eternal life in Jesus and knowing what Jesus 
did for me when life itself seemed to slip away 
from me was the greatest achievement in my 
life, cause God’s love never fails you (Lam 
3:22), and when you believe and put your trust 
in the Lord, he never disappoints you (Romans 
10:11-12).

I remember the day when the only one I had 
beside me was Christ. On a hospital bed, with 
excruciating pain, all lights dim and nobody to 
hear my cry, it was only God who reminded 
me of His suffering on the cross and that, what 
I was bearing was nothing in front of what God 
had bore for me. He constantly reminds us that 
his grace is all we need in times of trials, for 
when we are weak we are strong (2 Cor 12:9-
10). Its difficult to take pleasure in failures, in 

hardships and troubled times but St. Paul 
reminds us again and again through the 
Scriptures that in everything God works for the 
good of those who love Him, whom He has 
called according to His plan [Rom 8:28]. 

Therefore believe that God’s grace is with you 
always and that the failures don’t define you. 
Allow God to define you and like St. Paul may 

we be able to boldly proclaim,  “No, dear 
brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but 
I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past 
and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press 
on to reach the end of the race and receive the 
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ 
Jesus, is calling us” [Phil 3:13-14]. Hold His 
hands and walk with Him

Mrs. Divya Immanuel
St. Thomas Forane Church, Kalina

When one looks at failure what comes to 
our mind; a failed attempt with academics, 
relationships, dreams?  Failure; as the 
dictionary explains, is the lack of success. 
So to understand failures one should first 
understand success; as relative to an 
individual because success for you may 
not be the success what I am looking for. 

I had my definition of success, not the ones 
that calls attention for, but apart from 
having a good degree, a good job, a good 
marriage, a happy and healthy life; there 
were others like getting appreciation for a 
job well done, feeling of being special, 
standing in front of the crowd and singing, 
being able to crack that one problem that 
so many could not, people taking your 
autographs, people looking up to you and 
the like. 

But what if I told you that these little and 
great achievements are things to pass, 
would it really matter to you? 

I have failed in class, 
in subjects, in friendships, 
in achievements and 
in duties, I have failed 
my relatives through 
my words and actions, 
I have even failed God. 
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ON BEING AN AVERAGE

A letter to my younger self

Dear 16 year old Rhea, 
You are hurt. You are feeling miserable. You did not expect this to happen. Especially when you worked so hard for your 6th grade speech and drama exam. Today I am writing this letter to you, knowing you much more than you know yourself. This position of mine, makes it difficult for me to write this note to you. 

At the age of 16, you have already experienced a lot in life. Life is hard, it would be for any one who is always endowed with so many expectations, expectations to succeed. But you always managed to stand up to every ones expectation. You were loved by everyone, for being this multi talented child, who won laurels in every field.
But your 6th grade drama exam shattered you. When 

finest moment of these people.

Today being ‘extraordinary’ is seen as the new 
black. But if everyone was extraordinary, then 
by definition, none would be extraordinary.

It is time to get a reality check done!

In the real world, the vast majority of us fall 
within the average range of the bell curve. Even 
if you are truly exceptional in a particular field, 
chances are that you will be an average at 

something else. Superman does not exist in 
reality!

A lot of people are afraid to see themselves as 
an average because they feel, if they accept 
being an average, they will never achieve, there 
will be no scope for development in their life. 
But one should remember that, the people who 
became exceptional at something, do so not 
because they believe they are exceptional. They 
succeed because they are obsessed with 

instead of a distinction, you got only 72 marks 
you felt horrible. People consoled you by 
saying that, ‘it is fine,’ ‘at least you did not fail,’ 
‘these are average marks which are not bad’. 

You were not able to understand what they 
were trying to tell you. For you, it was equal to 
failing. I wouldn't blame you for having such a 
view. In the society where we live, average is 
not seen as a compliment, but as an 
incapability. Our society has attached negative 
connotations to the word. 

I mean who wants to be an average, a so-so, 
when they can be outstanding? This is the 
tyranny of a culture of binaries. Today 
everyone is in the race of becoming the best not 
the worst , of succeeding not failing , of coming 
first not last. 

This idea trickles down to our educational 
system, where kids are taught to come first, 
they are told stories about people who are 
extraordinary. They are taught to avoid 
failures. Thus the binaries are reinforced! 

Every individual is born with a different 
aptitude and potential. All of us have our own 
strengths and weaknesses. But today we are 
obsessed with being the ‘exceptional.’ Like I 
said the word average is shown in a very 
wrong light. Today we give value to our 
abilities by comparing ourselves to the average 
because we wrongly assume this will give us 
valid results. We gain a false sense of 
accomplishment in knowing we are better than 
the average, and feel hopeless when we fall 
below the average. Our self worth is based on 
the comparisons we make. But this can only 
turn out to be devastating.

Today the media bombards us with only, the 
best of the best, the worst of the worst, the 
funnies jokes, the ugliest pictures, the saddest 
news. We gain information from only the 
extremes of the bell curve.

We are shown videos and told stories about 
‘exceptional’ people. But we are never shown 
the years of practise which goes behind that 
video, or the number of failed takes to just get 
the perfect click. We are exposed to only the 

A lot of people are afraid 
to see themselves as an 
average because they feel, 
if they accept being an 
average, they will never 
achieve, there will be 
no scope for development 
in their life. But one should 
remember that, .......
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level. This shows us that, the highs and the 
lows of our life, over a certain period of time 
will regress to the mean level. 

No one stays exceptional for very long.

As you grow up, you will come across lists of 
heroes, there will be ancient heroes like 
Hercules and super heroes like Batman on the 
list. You might feel really low because you 
don't see yourself on that list.

But what I want you to learn is that, no one is 
expecting some super hero gifts and powers 
from you. Today I want you to take a 
roundabout from our culture which stands only 
for more success, more achievements. I want 
you to stand for mediocracy. Not for the merits 
of pursuing mediocracy, because everyone 
should work hard to achieve what they want. 
But I want you to learn to accept the average 
results, which you might face, despite your 
efforts.

‘I want something just like this!’ 

With Regards, 

Your Older Self 

improvement. The obsession stems from the 
belief that they are not that great at all. That 
they are an average and that they can do much 
better.

Daniel Gilbert, in his book ‘stumbling on 
happiness,’ provides us with a very interesting 
insight. He narrates a scenario where, a man 
wins a huge lottery and he is on cloud nine, on 
the very same day a man looses his arm and is 
drowned in his depths of sorrow. But when 
checked for levels of happiness a year later 
between these two men, it was found that the 
happiness of both people were at the same 

As you grow up, you will 
come across lists of heroes, 
there will be ancient heroes 
like Hercules and super 
heroes like Batman on the 
list. You might feel really 
low because you don't 
see yourself on that list.

Rhea Ann Joseph
St. Joseph’s Church, M.C. Road

Josy Jose was born and brought up in 
Nedumkunnam, in Kottayam district of Kerala. 
He and his younger sister were brought up in 
the best of Catholic traditions by his devout 
God-fearing parents. When he was in his 5th 
standard, he became an altar boy in St. John 
Baptist Church, Nedumkunnam, his forane 
church.

It was when he was a student in the 9th 
standard that tragedy hit him. He slowly 
started losing his eye sight. He completely lost 
his eyesight by the age of 17. It is with lot of 
hope that went with his father to Sankara 
Nethralaya, Chennai, the best eye hospital in 
the country. But when Josy heard the doctors 
there tell his father, that he has an incurable 
problem and that he will loose his eyesight for 
ever, his world came crushing down. Josy was 

so depressed that he told his father to abandon 
him somewhere and go home... But his parents 
held him closer than ever before...

Slowly Josy realised that he has to rebuild his 

life all over. He joined the blind school in 
Calicut. He finished his gained his degree in 
English literature from Maharaja’s college, 
Ernakulam. He got his B.Ed degree from St. 

AN 
INSPIRATION

I slowly realised that 
I can’t do anything 
about my past or future. 
All we can do is 
now - in the present. 
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insight. He narrates a scenario where, a man 
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drowned in his depths of sorrow. But when 
checked for levels of happiness a year later 
between these two men, it was found that the 
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As you grow up, you will 
come across lists of heroes, 
there will be ancient heroes 
like Hercules and super 
heroes like Batman on the 
list. You might feel really 
low because you don't 
see yourself on that list.

Rhea Ann Joseph
St. Joseph’s Church, M.C. Road

Josy Jose was born and brought up in 
Nedumkunnam, in Kottayam district of Kerala. 
He and his younger sister were brought up in 
the best of Catholic traditions by his devout 
God-fearing parents. When he was in his 5th 
standard, he became an altar boy in St. John 
Baptist Church, Nedumkunnam, his forane 
church.

It was when he was a student in the 9th 
standard that tragedy hit him. He slowly 
started losing his eye sight. He completely lost 
his eyesight by the age of 17. It is with lot of 
hope that went with his father to Sankara 
Nethralaya, Chennai, the best eye hospital in 
the country. But when Josy heard the doctors 
there tell his father, that he has an incurable 
problem and that he will loose his eyesight for 
ever, his world came crushing down. Josy was 

so depressed that he told his father to abandon 
him somewhere and go home... But his parents 
held him closer than ever before...

Slowly Josy realised that he has to rebuild his 

life all over. He joined the blind school in 
Calicut. He finished his gained his degree in 
English literature from Maharaja’s college, 
Ernakulam. He got his B.Ed degree from St. 

AN 
INSPIRATION

I slowly realised that 
I can’t do anything 
about my past or future. 
All we can do is 
now - in the present. 
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NIBIN
\n_n³ Hcp lotdm BWv. \n_n³ F¶ t]cn\v 

Google \ÂIp¶ AÀ°hpw lotdm F¶v Xs¶. 
Xmt\sd CjvSs¸Sp¶hsc Xsâ kl\]mX 
]n³XpScm³ ssZhw A\phZn¡ pw. B ]mXbneqsS 
kss[cyw hnPb]mXbnte¡ v apt¶dpIbmWv 
\n_n\nt¸mÄ. AXpsImmWv \n_n³ ssZh¯nsâ 
kz´w lotdm BIp¶Xv.

km[mcW Ip«nIsft]mse HmSnNmSn Ifn¨pw 
Nn{Xw hc¨pw {In¡ äv Ifn¨pw \S¶ _meyw. 
ImgvNa§ p¶ AkpJw hcnIbpw 
]{´mw hbÊnÂ Iq\ntaÂ Ipcp F¶ 
t]mse {In¡ äv t_mÄ I®nÂ 
ASn¨psImv Hcp A]IShpw I®n\p 
kw`hn¨p. 15 hbÊIpt¼msg¡ pw 
ImgvN ]qÀ®ambpw \jvSambn. 
]Xn\t© mfw Xs¶ Hm¸tdj\pIÄ. 
ImgvN In«nÃ F¶ Dd¸v kl\§ sf 
hepXm¡ n. ]¯mw ¢mtÊmsS apgph³ 
ImgvNbpw \jvSamsb¦nepw \Ã amÀt¡ msS 
]mÊmb \n_n³ bm{X sN¿m³. 
CjvSs¸Sp¶XpsImv +2\v Zqsc tImtfPnÂ tNÀ¶p. 
+1 \p ]Tn¡ pt¼mÄ ]s¦Sp¯v km[mcW Ip«nIfpsS 
IqsS aXvkcn¨v H¶ma\mbXpw hnZymebs¯ 
{]Xn\n[oIcn¨v hbdnwKv aXvkc¯n\v t]mbXpw 

Ah\p henb Imcy§ Ä Xs¶. “\½Ä 
{ian¡ m¯XpsImv \aps¡ m¶pw \jvSs¸ScpXv” 
F¶XmWv \n_nsâ ap{ZmhmIyw. IpÀºm\bpw 

{]mÀ°\bpw apS§ mXncn¡ m³ keyboard ]Tn¨v 
AÄ¯mcbnÂ Ibdn. aSp¸n¡ p¶ thZ\Ifpw 
A¸sâ IS§ fpsS B[nIyhpw A½bpsS Ic¨nepw 
BWv hopw hopw {ian¡ m\pw ASnbdhp 
]dbmXncn¡ m\papff Ahsâ t{]cW. H¶pw 

tXmÂhnbmbn ImWmsX “ssZh¯n\p Xs¶ Ipdn¨v 

hfsc hensbmcp ]²Xn”bps¶ t_m[yw Ahs\ 
XfcmsX apt¶m«p ]mbn¡ p¶p. Ct¸mÄ tImtfPv 
_ncpZw ]mÊmbn. sdbnÂth DtZymKw t\Snbt¸mÄ 

Xncn¨pw adn¨pw Hcp t]mse hmbns¨Sp¡ mw. 

Ah³ Xncn¨dnbp¶Xv X¼pcmsâ 
]cn]me\sb. AXpsImp Xs¶ 

tPmens¡ m¸w BCA ]Tn¡ p¶ \n_n³ 
Ahsâ PohnXw Ah\p In«nb 

Ahkcambn Iv online
¢mÊpIfneqsS aäv AÔÀ¡ v Adnhp 
]Icp¶p. AhÀ¡ v tkm^vSvthÀ 

AdnhpIÄ \ÂIp¶p. AXv install
sNbvXp sImSp¡ p¶p. F§ ns\ 
D]tbmKs¸Sp¯mw F¶v ]Tn¸n¡ p¶p. 
Un{Kn¡ p ]Tn¡ p¶ Hcp Ip«nbpw Hcp 
]¯mw ¢mÊpImc\pw Hcp _m¦v 
DtZymKkvY\pw Hs¡  \n_nsâ 
klmbt¯msS AhcpsS IpdhpIsf 
adnIS¶p sImncn¡ p¶p. H¸w \n_n³ 
kzbw ]cym]vX\mWv. Ah³ X\nsb 
`£ Ww ]mIw sN¿p¶p. Ahsâ 
hkv{X§ Ä kzbw IgpIn 
hr¯nbm¡ p¶p. F´nt\sd tjhnwKv 
hsc kz´ambn sN¿p¶p. ImgvN Ipdhv 
Hcp Ipdth AsÃ¶v Ah³ 
{]hr¯nsImv  Dds¡  Dds¡  Dds¡  
{]Jym]n¡ p¶p.

Ahs\t¸mepff Ip«nIÄ¡ mbpff 

’hnZymebw’ AXmWhsâ 
kz]v\w. “AkpJw amdm\Ã 
AXp XcWw sN¿m\pff 

Icp¯mWv” 
{]mÀ°nt¡ Xv F¶ 
]dª p sImSp¯ 
A¸\mWv Ahsâ _ew. 
H¯ncn \Ã kplr¯p¡ fpw 
Ah\ps¶v 

A`nam\t¯msS Ah³ Gäp 
]dbp¶p. ss_-_nÄ hmb\, 

Iot_mÀUv, hben³ hmb\ 
CsXms¡ bmsWsâ iànsb¶p 
\n_n³ ]dbp¶p. Ah³ apS§ msX 
sIm´ sNmÃp¶p. Ahsâ 
{]mÀ°\bpsS ssienbpw 

thdn«XpXs¶. “cmhnse Rm³ 
tNmZn¡ p¶p, sshIpt¶cw 

\µn]dbp¶p”. CXphsc 
tNmZn¨sXm¶pw In«msX t]mbn«nÃ. 
F¶h³ Dd¸n¨p ]dbp¶p. kPohamb 
{]Xymi AXmWhsâ Icp¯v. AsX 
Ah³ t]cns\ A\zÀ°am¡ p¶ 
lotdm Xs¶.

ssZh¯nsâ kz´w lotdm...... \n_n³!

NIBIN

Thomas College, Palai and got his Postgraduate 
degree in English literature from Maharaja’s 
College, Ernakulam. Few months back he was 
selected as a probationary officer in Central 
Bank of India.

When he came for his training in Mumbai he 
also visited St. Joseph’s Church, M.C. Road for 
his sunday mass along with his friend Ali, who 
is blind from birth. That is when we got an 
opportunity to talk to them.

Students: What were your feelings when you 
faced the prospect of blindness? 

Josy: I started losing my eyesight slowly and I 
became complete blind at the age of 17. My 
initial feelings at that time was, “How would I 
able to do anything in life?” I was very 
depressed for a while. It was very difficult 
initially. My mother’s prayers and father’s 
support helped me. 

Students: How did you finally overcome the 
situation?

Josy: I slowly realised that I can’t do anything 
about my past or future. All we can do is now -
in the present. I accepted my situation. Most 
importantly I felt that wherever I went, 
whatever the difficulties I faced, God was there, 
helping me overcome the situation. I believe we 
have to learn to accept whatever happens-good 
or bad- in the same spirit. There is always a 
difference between our dreams and reality. But 
whatever the situation is, we have to face it, we 
have to accept it. 

Ali: After my graduation, I wrote an entrance 
for JNU and passed it but couldn’t go because 

of financial difficulties. There came a situation 
where I couldn’t do anything. But then I didn’t 
give up. I decided I will do something and I did 
my MBA. And God helped me. God then send 
me this friend Josy who helped and guided me 
towards the goal of becoming a bank officer. 
God helps us in various ways if we are 
determined. I feel that I have reached so far 
because I decided to fight the circumstances 
without tears in my eyes.

Students: What is your message to the youth 
who are giving up on life, when they face 
difficulties?

Josy: The circumstances we are in, are the best 
opportunities God has given us. Our first step 
should be to accept the situation we are in. 
Believe that whatever happened in life is the 
plan of God. Whatever be the opportunity that 
is being presented to us, we should do that job 
in the best possible way. Whatever be the 
situation, we have to be sincere in what we are 
doing. Then God surely will open new ways. If 
we understand this and act, then one day we 
can stand with our head high.

Ali: God has created us all differently. I believe 
God is testing us. He tests more the people he 
loves, to know how much we love Him, even in 
trying circumstances. Many people has 
sympathized with me saying  blindness is so 
difficult but I have not heeded to all their 
sympathy, because I believe that God who 
created me knows very well to take care of me 
and guide me to the desired destination and 
also call me back when his time comes.

Josy: Yes, if good things are God’s plan then 
bad things are also His plan. God will make 
every circumstance good for us in the long run. 
We should recognize that there is a plan for 
everything but we may not know that at that 
time. I believe it is all pre planned by God.

Prepared by 

of St. Joseph’s 
Church, M.C. Road, Andheri East

11th and 12th Standard 
Catechism students

ssZh¯nsâ
kz´w lotdm
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loves, to know how much we love Him, even in 
trying circumstances. Many people has 
sympathized with me saying  blindness is so 
difficult but I have not heeded to all their 
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Since then, I took to praying 

fervently and surrendered 

my whole life to God. He has 

always showed me the way 

and lead me towards the right 

choice, time and again.

secured admission at Chetana Sound 
Academy, Thrissur. 

I am really thankful to God as he prepared and 
nurtured me right from my childhood to my 
career position as a Sound engineer in the Film 

industry. If I had secured a 4th group 
admission in my Pre-degree, I would have 
become an accountant in a bank and would 
never have been recognized as a National 
Award Winner. That same colleague of my 
father delivered a Congratulatory speech while 
celebrating my National award victory where 
my father was sitting with me on stage with a 
lot of pride. 

The blessings and the grace of God and Mother 
Mary have been with me at all times. Just 
before I was to leave for Mumbai, two nuns 
came up to meet us. I do not know who they 
were or from where they came. They asked me 
to pray this simple prayer everyday, “Abba 
Pithave, ange thiru-kumarante thiru-
rakthathaal enne kazhugi 
vishudheekarikkyaname, ange 
parishudhathmavaal enne nirakkyaname (10 
times a day).
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Mr. Sinoy Joseph
St. Sebastian Church, Amboli

I come from a middle class family. My father was a school teacher and 
mother, a housewife. Right from my childhood days, I used to attend 
Holy Mass every day. In school, I showed interest in many extra 
curricular activities like music, classical dance and painting, and my 

Story of 
SINOY JOSEPH
National Award Winner Musician

parents too were very supportive. However, as 
these pursuits required a lot of money, I 
couldn’t keep pursuing anything beyond a 
point. I was very depressed at that time. Once, 
for a school competition, we needed some 

money to buy new clothes and my father saw 
that I was very sad. He took me to his 
colleague's house to ask for some money. He 
asked me to stay outside and went in. I waited 
for almost forty five minutes in front of his gate 
and could see that the colleague had not even 
asked my father to sit. My eyes welled up tears 
thinking about my father's situation. It was 
then, on that day that I really understood my 
family’s difficult situation. 

Since then, I took to praying fervently and 
surrendered my whole life to God. He has 
always showed me the way and lead me 
towards the right choice, time and again. I 
wanted to become a bank employee initially but 
failed to get 4th group during my Pre-degree 
and then got science in the same college. I then 
wanted to become a teacher but did not get 
admission anywhere for my subjects. The same 
year, I got admission for Electronics Degree. It 
was then that I got to know about a Sound 
engineering course, for which I applied and 
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going to let them disturb me, they become just 
another problem that I try and solve. 

God has a plan for me!

I have always believed that a lot of things that 
happen to us are beyond our control. So, 
however hard we work, we cannot guarantee 
that life will work out as we expect it to. 

The belief that God has a plan for you – and 
your part is simply to do your best – has 
motivated me to just do my job well and leave 
the rest to Him.

a big company in the next 5-10 years. The 
answer was Yes. We knew we had some time 
left. And in addition to working hard, we knew 
we would need some sort of a miracle to save 
the company. 

When you have nothing to lose, what do you 
have to fear? In the next few months, we 
worked the hardest we had ever worked.

We realized that we had faced a huge setback, 
and that it could not reversed in a day, or a 
week, or even a month. It was most important 
that people who were left in the team were 
aligned on the company’s vision. 

We re-negotiated with our vendors. We 
managed to get customers who were happy 
paying more because Cityflo offered a better 
service. We got a small investment from a new 
investor. Some of our older employees 
willingly joined us back when we requested 
them. We focused on a very small niche market 
that we could cater well. We cut our losses. One 
week after the other, bus-by-bus, we built back 
our business to a respectable size.

The graph of success

While the company is still not stable, we are 
better than we were a year back. We still have 
problems regarding financing, bigger 
competition & potential regulatory challenges. 
However, we bring a safe & comfortable office 
commute to over 1200 people living in 
Mumbai.  I am happy that our customers love 
our service and Cityflo helps reduce traffic in 
Mumbai by offering a good mass transit option 
for office-goers.

Thanks to them, who stood with us

The most important thing is to work with a 
team that believes in the company’s vision. I am 
fortunate to have a great support system in my 
family and friends. My parish priest has 
constantly encouraged my pursuit, assuring me 
that everything was going to work out well 
eventually. 

I have come to believe that while there will be 
challenges, the decision to let them affect me is 
100% mine. And once I decide that I’m not 
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Cityflo

Mr. Jerin Venad
CEO & Founder Cityflo

Story of 
Jerin Venad & floCity

Initial feelings of failure

Following certain complications and financing 
troubles, we had to reduce our operations from 
70 to 5 buses, and reduce our team from 29 to 3 
employees. Two members from the co-
founding team left the company. Bigger 
companies entered the market, and customers 
started moving because the competition was 
offering cheaper services. 

At that moment, it seemed like the end of our 
company was certain in the next few weeks. 
We were emotionally drained and had no clue 
about how we were going to keep Cityflo alive.

Thus, we fought back!

We re-evaluated whether Cityflo could become 

In 2015, less than 12 months out of college, I set 
off to build my own company with a few 
friends. We called the company Cityflo – and 
built an app for our users to use to buy passes 
on our buses.

With an investor’s support, the company grew 
very fast in the first 6 months. However, we 
made a lot of mistakes that first-time 
businessmen make. To support fast growth, we 
were losing money daily and had expanded to 

a 30-member team. Soon, the startup 
investment climate changed – we could not 
find another investor. Moreover, we faced 
regulatory trouble, whereinthe BEST wanted to 
shut down our services claiming direct 
competition.

I have come to believe that 

while there will be challenges,

the decision to let them affect 

me is 100% mine. And once 

I decide that I’m not going 

to let them disturb me, they 

become just another 

problem that I try and solve. 
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about being appreciated by many 
choreographers and dance artists. He proudly 
said that he is the star of his school and he was 

very excited to show me his medals, awards 
and certificates. He values all his achievements 
and remembered a dance which was dedicated 
to him by ‘Sumeru Dance Class’ on ‘Pappu Can 
Dance’.

Ashwin, very confidently pointed out to his 
parents as his source of strength and 
motivation. In a highly competitive world like 
today, where parents are chasing money 
without prioritising family time, I feel Ashwin 
is a lucky boy who has his parents by his side 
in quality ways.

Along with his parents, Ashwin mentioned his 
Ammachi (stay-in maid since the last 20 years) 
and his friend ‘ChottaMonu’ (Prinay Thomson) 
as his dearest people in his life.

As I moved forward to the final phase, I asked 
him about his prayer life to know how much he 
is connected to God. He said he loves prayer, 
attending Mass, doing church activities and he 
is more connected to Mother Mary. If anyone 
asked him to pray for any sick or injured, he 
would loudly take the name of the person and 
pray in front of the Grotto of Mother Mary in 
church. As a friend I asked him to pray for me, 
he just smiled back and assured that he would.

Ashwin is not like the majority of us, because 
when we focus on our failures, Ashwin finds 
victory in every aspect. When many of us live 
with handicapped thoughts, Ashwin is happy 
living with cheerful thoughts. 

Along with sharing his positive thoughts and 
principles, Ashwin also taught me the value of 
friendship and relationships. How many of us 
pray for our friends in need? Ashwin taught 
me to be positive and cheerful and always be 
grateful. The best this I learnt through this is 
that “Failure is just a word, when we start 
appreciating it!”

His Achievements

Fancy dress competition conducted by air force 
– 1st price when he was 2yrs old .

2013- Pune talent hunt(with normal 
competitors) – special jury award 

Student of shiamak davar and regularly 
performs in his group.

Regular dance performance at St. Thomas 
Church, Wanawadi.

Permanent mahabali at Malayalee Association, 
Pune.

Permanent Santa Claus at AFMC Carols.

Regular dance performance at Army Paraplegic 
Center, Pune representing his school.

He is the star of his school

Studied dance at Sumeru Dance School for 
2years.

According to Ashwin, 
winning is all about 
the appreciation he 
receives for the efforts 
he put in to do something. 

Prepared by:

St. Thomas Church, Wanawadi
Ms. Narcisse Daniel

“Success is not final, Failure is not fatal; it is the 
courage to continue that counts”

 – Winston Churchill

‘Appu’ as we fondly call him, is a special child. 

It was in late 2005 when I first met this boy 
named ‘Ashwin’. There was something 
different in his behaviour that drew my 
attention towards him. He was a specially 
challenged child, a bit different from my other 
friends. He used to go around in the crowd, get 
into random conversations and make others 
laugh! Many saw him in a different way but he 
was one happy-go-lucky person for me.

As years passed by we all grew up together, 
attending mass at church, going for catechism 
classes and actively participating in church 
activities. We all grew up to be the youth of our 
church- some depressed with failures while 
others facing new challenges. Amidst all this, 
one thing remained constant and that was 
Ashwin and his cheerfulness. The aim of the 
interview was to know how Ashwin perceived 
success and failure. I realised, to my surprise 
that Ashwin considers everything as success 
when he said, “No Failure, Only Win!” Ashwin 
was always motivated and appreciated for 
everything he did, as a result of which the 
word ‘failure’ does not exist in his life. 
According to Ashwin, winning is all about the 
appreciation he receives for the efforts he put 
in to do something. 

He is a dancer. He loved dancing from the age 
of 2 and is a fan of Michael Jackson. He told 

FAILURE?
.....APPRECIATED!!
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I am Rosemary belonging to a middle class 
family.

Personally, I never had interest in doing well 
and my surroundings added to it and all I 
wanted to do was have fun in life. I wished to 
live a chilled life and everything should 
happen magically.

Beginning with studies and then following all 
else.

Failures had become a part of my life. I became 
immune to failing in examinations. They never 
affected me and so I was never motivated to do 
something about them.

I wasn't a bright student and passing an 
examination was always possible only by the 
grace of God. I lived an undisciplined and 
lethargic life.

It was in my final year of graduation that I 

realized that if I didn't do well at that point, I 
would never be able to support my family. 
Coming to terms with the fact that this could 
be the only chance I'd have to perform well in 
studies, I had to make up my mind. 

Realizing that I was just one month away from 
my final exams, I decided to start studying. I 

WHERE THERE IS A WILL,

THERE IS A WAY

Story of 
Rosemary Koshy

It was in my final year 
of graduation that 
I realized that if I didn't 
do well at that point, 
I would never be able 
to support my family. 
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scheduled my subjects, my daily time table and 
my sleeping hours. I studied twelve hours a 
day, ensuring that I prayed before I began each 
time. As my exams neared, I studied and 
prayed harder. I gave my best. 

My results were declared two months later. I 
emerged to be the topper of my college.

In the course of moving from being an utter 
failure to being a topper, my life had drastically 
changed. In the process, I became more 
disciplined, committed and focused in my life. 
I didn't have an answer to what I would do five 
years from then, but I had an answer to what I 
would be doing in one week and that was 
enough for me to survive.

There is no short way to success, only working 
hard and smart. Today, I work for a research 
agency, doing something that I love to do and 
happy that I have grown as a person and 
become someone whom I would have not 
imagined to be otherwise.  

In all these times of trials and tribulations, 
there is one person who closes her eyes and 

trusts me wholeheartedly, another who looks 
up to me arduously and yet another who 
motivates me to do better each day. I have 
always been advised that whatever I do in my 
life should be for me to suffer or benefit from. 
There is no one else to give credit to or blame. 
All that I am today, I owe to my mother and I 
couldn't be prouder of the self that I have 
become today.

I ardently thank God for putting me through 
this grilling process that let me learn about the 
real essence of life the hard way. All that I have 
been through, all the people who stood by me 
and all that I have today is based on God's 
design and plan for my life. The might of His 
power and love has worked wonders in my life 
which enabled me to rise up like an eagle 
above the cloud of challenges my life kept 
throwing my way.

There is no short 
way to success, 
only working 
hard and smart.

Ms. Rosemary Koshy
St. Thomas Forane Church, Kalina
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Pope Francis: the poor are our 
'passport to paradise' (CNA)

On the 1st World Day for the Poor, Pope 
Francis said caring for the needy has a saving 
power, because in them we see the face of 
Christ, and urged Christians to overcome 
indifference and seek ways to actively love 
the poor that they meet.

“In the poor, we find the presence of Jesus, 
who, though rich, became poor,” the Pope 
said. Because of this, “in their weakness, a 
saving power is present. And if in the eyes of 
the world they have little value, they are the 
ones who open to us the way to heaven.” 
“They are our passport to paradise,” he said, 
explaining that it is an “evangelical duty” for 
Christians to care for the poor as our true 
wealth.

Pope John Paul I takes step 
closer to sainthood (catholichearld)

The Congregation for the Causes of the Saints 
has unanimously voted in favour of the “heroic 
virtues” of Pope John Paul I, meaning that 
Pope Francis will now shortly sign a decree 
declaring him “venerable”.  Born Albino 
Luciani, Pope John Paul I reigned for just 33 
days before dying suddenly of a heart attack. 
Before his election, he served as Patriarch of 
Venice for nine years, and was created a 
cardinal in 1973 and elected pope in 1978.

10,000 at beatification of Sr Rani Maria 
About 10,000 people participated in the beatification ceremony of Sr. Rani Maria Vattalil, the 
Franciscan Poor Clare assassinated in 1995 when she was stabbed 54 times in Indore. The 

ceremony took place on November 4 in the 
courtyard of Indore's St. Paul Higher 
Secondary School and was chaired by Card. 
Angelo Amato, Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints. Card. Baselios 
Cleemis, President of the Indian Bishops' 
Conference, Card. George Alencherry, Head 
of the Syro-Malabar Church, Card. Oswald 
Gracias, President of the Latin Rite 
Conference concelebrated the Mass. Sr. Rani 
Maria is the first woman martyr of India. 

(asianews)

Sibi George appointed Indian 
envoy to Holy See (catholicfocus)

Indian Foreign Service officer , Sibi George will 
be the new ambassador of India to the Holy 
See. Mr. Sibi, a native of Pala in Kottayam, is at 
present is the ambassador to Switzerland.

Vatican to stop cigarette sales 
(CWN)

 Pope Francis has ordered a stop to cigarette 
sales at the Vatican. Greg Burke, the director of 
the Vatican press office, announced that that 
cigarette sales would be stopped, beginning in 
2018, because “the Holy See cannot contribute 
to an activity that clearly damages the health of 
people.” He cited World Health Organization 
statistics showing that cigarettes contribute to 
the death of seven million people annually 
worldwide. Cigarettes have long been available 
at the supermarket inside Vatican City, for sale 
to Vatican employees and pensioners and 
accredited pensioners.

Million signatures for protecting 
children (interfax)

Million signatures for protecting human life 
from the moment of conception, for banning 
artificial abortions and extending help to 
pregnant women and families with children 
from federal budget will be conveyed to the 
administration of the Russian president by 
representatives of For Life movement. 

The precious contribution of 
Catholic universities to the nation 
(Agenzia Fides)

Catholic universities in India offer a valid and 
precious contribution to building the country, 
guaranteeing quality education to young 
people of all religions, cultures and ethnicities. 
5 Catholic universities of India took part in the 
colloquium: Assam Don Bosco University 
(Guwahati), Christ University (Bangalore), St 
Xavier University (Bhubaneswar), St Xavier 
University (Calcutta), and St Joseph University 
(Kohima). "The topic is pertinent in the 
contemporary educational scenario in India and 
subtle attempts are being made to saffronise 
(from the color saffron of Hindu extremist 
groups, ndr) educational establishments of the 
country", explains to Fides Salesian Fr. George 
Thadathil, who was present.
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the death of seven million people annually 
worldwide. Cigarettes have long been available 
at the supermarket inside Vatican City, for sale 
to Vatican employees and pensioners and 
accredited pensioners.

Million signatures for protecting 
children (interfax)

Million signatures for protecting human life 
from the moment of conception, for banning 
artificial abortions and extending help to 
pregnant women and families with children 
from federal budget will be conveyed to the 
administration of the Russian president by 
representatives of For Life movement. 

The precious contribution of 
Catholic universities to the nation 
(Agenzia Fides)

Catholic universities in India offer a valid and 
precious contribution to building the country, 
guaranteeing quality education to young 
people of all religions, cultures and ethnicities. 
5 Catholic universities of India took part in the 
colloquium: Assam Don Bosco University 
(Guwahati), Christ University (Bangalore), St 
Xavier University (Bhubaneswar), St Xavier 
University (Calcutta), and St Joseph University 
(Kohima). "The topic is pertinent in the 
contemporary educational scenario in India and 
subtle attempts are being made to saffronise 
(from the color saffron of Hindu extremist 
groups, ndr) educational establishments of the 
country", explains to Fides Salesian Fr. George 
Thadathil, who was present.
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“Success is not final, failure is not fatal. It is the 
courage to continue that counts” was a 
statement made by Winston Churchill. How 
true a statement! Any success brings with it 
more challenges, as well as more goals. On the 
other hand, failure is never fatal or the end. It is 
just a stepping stone to guide you in a different 
direction that can lead you to your goal.

Never Give Up

We all will fail at some point in our life. Failing 
is a learning experience so we can do better 
next time. There are many successful persons 
who failed initially, but did they give up? No, 
they learned from their mistakes and kept on 
moving forward. Determination to strive after 
failure leads to success. Steve Jobs’ is a classic 
tale. 

When you fail, you have to get up and try 
again. Eventually you will get it right. We all 
know, in spite of several failures, how 
persistent Thomas Edison was in his 
experiments. When you give up that is failure. 
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam advises: “If you fail, 
never give up; FAIL means First Attempt In 
Learning.” 

Have Faith in God

True failure is not even trying to get back up, 
but just quitting. You could have been so close, 
but you say it’s not going to work. God is 
always near and if you fall He’ll pick you up 
and dust you off. We must have faith in the 
Lord. If God told you to do something and if 
something is God’s will then it will never fail.

Sometimes before we even 
fail because of anxious 
thoughts we feel like 
failures. We think what if 
it doesn’t work, what if 
God doesn’t answer. We 
must not let fear overtake 
us. We must trust in the 
Lord. Go to the Lord in 
prayer. If a door is there 
for you to enter, then it 
will remain open. If God 

closes a door don’t worry because He has an 
even better one open for you. Spend time with 
Him in prayer and allow Him to guide.

God will help us when we do fail. But 
remember if we do fail He has a good reason in 
allowing it to happen. We might not 
understand it at that moment, but God will 
prove to be faithful in the end.

We Are NOT Perfect

God understands that not everyone is perfect, 
but that doesn’t mean you can’t still be 
successful. There are many characters in the 
Bible who faced many failures, but still came 
out victorious. 

God does not choose you and me just by 
random luck. He knows us, we may have a few 
failures in our records, but we can learn from 
Bible characters like Joseph, Job, Moses, and 
Peter that despite weakness and failure, we can 
be used mightily by our all-powerful God, 
because He knows us and He is willing to 
discuss and debate with us His plans and His 
reasons for calling us.

If Joseph of the Old Testament lived in our 
time, everyone would probably consider him a 
loser, but God knew his heart, just as He 
knows yours. If you stay loyal, faithful to God, 
and keep exercising that gift or talent He has 
given you, there will be a day when victory 
will come. You will arise, not to be king, rich or 
famous, but to be in a position of influence 
where God will use you in a mighty way – not 
for your glory, but for His glory.

•  Faustina Salin (Virar)  •  Aleena Wilson (Vikhroli)   

•  Abila & Abeena Francis (Kalyan West) 

•  Ian Honey (Airoli)  •  Jino Kuriakose (Virar)

There are many instances in the Bible where 
God has given reassurance to the people. 
Find out which Book, Chapter and Verse the 
following Bible verses are from.
1. My flesh and my heart may fail, But God 

is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever. 

2. Be determined and confident. Do not be 
afraid. Your God, the Lord himself, will 
be with you. He will not fail you or 
abandon you.

Kids Corner compiled by 

Dr. C P Johnson, Bhandup

Failure
is NOT Fatal

QUIZ
3. Though I fall I will rise; Though I dwell in 

darkness, the Lord is a light for me. 
4. The LORD upholds all who fall and lifts 

up all who are bowed down.
5. We know that trouble produces 

endurance, endurance brings God's 
approval, and His approval creates hope. 

6. He helps those who are in trouble; He 
lifts those who have fallen.

7. I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.

Send answers to the Quiz along with your name, catechism section and parish to lanternkidsroom@gmail.com 
before 24th December, 2017. Names of the lucky winners will be published in the next issue of the Lantern.

WINNERS
of the Activity of
November 2017:

COLOURS

GREEN
holly plants which maintain their colour even in severe winters. Christmas heralds the birth of Christ in a very 
difficult circumstance. After all the hardship, Jesus still survived. It was the blessing of God that though Jesus 
was forced to take death, he continued living in the hearts of many. Green, thus, teaches us the true meaning 
and worth of life. The green Christmas tree is the symbolic representation of immortality. 

HAPPY

  
Christmas is round the corner and Christmas decoration is incomplete without the colours red, green and gold. 
These Colours of Christmas are symbolically attached to the festival and each one of them holds a deep 
meaning. Colours of Christmas red, green and gold symbolise the three teachings of Jesus Christ. 

It is nice to understand the meaning of the colours of Christmas and practice it not only during Christmas but 
make it the principle of living.

  

OF

GOLD
use of the gold colour in Christmas depicts the incident of the magi. Jesus was a gift that God gave the 
human kind for a better life. 

CHRISTMAS

RED
teaching of unconditional love. Red is bright colour, which also means joy. When unconditional love prevails 
among people joy is bound to come. Thus, red is one of the most important colours of Christmas. 

TO ALL

 – Gold is the colour of giving. The third king, who came on the birth of Jesus, gave gold as a gift. The 

 – In Christianity it is believed that the colour green signifies the eternal life of Jesus. Green is the colour of 

 – The colour red symbolises the blood of Jesus when he was crucified. Red also symbolises his 

CHRISTMAS
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