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FhnsSbmWv t]mtIsX¶v \nivNbansÃ¦nÂ GXp
hgn Xncsª Sp¯mepw Ipg¸anÃ.
F´mWv Fsâ e£ yw?
AXdnª metÃ GXp hgn t]mIWsa¶dnbm³ Ignbq.
tbiphnsâ lrZb¯ntebv¡ pff hgn Ip]nSn¨
BZy injy\mWv tXmamÇol.
tXmam tNmZn¨p. \o FhntS¡ mWv t]mIp¶Xv?
tbip ]dª p “hgnbpw kXyhpw, Poh\pw
Rm\mIp¶p.” (tbml. 14:6).
tXmamÇolmbpsS hnizmk{]tLmjW¯neqsS
ÇolmbpsS lrZb¯nÂ Cutim CSw Is¯n.
lrZb¯nepff Cutimtb hln¨psImv ISÂ IS¶v
`mcX`qhnÂ F¯n tXmamÇol. lrZb¯nÂ
ssZhapffh³ ssZhoI\mbn Xocp¶p.
Rm\pw ssZhhpw H¶msW¶v tbml¶m³
kphntijI\pw ]dª ph¨p. Cu kXyw Hcp
Ncn{XhyànbnÂ ]qÀ¯nbm¡ nbXn\v km£ yw
hln¨h\mWv tXmamÇol.
AXn\mÂ Cu kz]v\w Hcp kz]v\w am{XasÃ¶pw
AXv km£ mXvIcn¡ m\mIpsa¶pw tXmam
{]kwKn¨p.
I¯n Pzen¡ p¶ Xo£ vWXtbmsS, Xsâ
Kpcphns\ lrZbw sImv sXm«dnª
A\p`hkm£ yt¯msS tXmamÇolm
Xsâ {]bmWw XpS§ n.
X¿mdmtWm \n§ fpw kXys¯
Xncn¨dnbm³ Cu bm{X \S¯m³?
AXn\v GXp hgnbmWv \n§ Ä
Xncsª Sp¡ pI?
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AeIvkm³{UnbmbnÂ \n¶pamWp
tXmamÇolm C´ybnte¡ pÅ bm{X
Bcw`n¨Xv. sPdpkseanÂ \n¶pw F.Un. 40þtXmSpIqSn tXmamÇolm
AeIvkm³{UnbmbnÂ F¯n.
tdmamkm{amPy¯nse Fähpw henb
]«W§ fnÂ cmas¯Xmbncp¶p A¶v
AeIvkm³{Unb. (H¶mat¯Xv tdmam
\Kcambncp¶p). C´ybnte¡ pÅ
I¸epIsfÃmw A¡ me¯v AhnsS \n¶mWp
]pds¸«ncp¶Xv. aq¶p Znhkw IqSpt¼mÄ H¶v
F¶ coXnbnÂ A¡ me¯v AhnsS\n¶pw
I¸epIÄ C´ybnte¡ v ]pds¸«ncp¶p. AXv
AhnsS [mcmfw C´y¡ mÀ
Xmakn¡ p¶papmbncp¶p.
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C´ybnte¡ pÅ bm{X C{]Imcambncp¶p.
AeI vkm³{UnbmbnÂ \n¶pw ss\Â
\ZnbneqsSbpw sN¦SeneqsSbpw bm{X
sNbvXp FsZ³ F¶ XpdapJ¯v
F¯pambncp¶p. AhnsS \n¶pw a¬kq¬
Imänsâ klmb¯mÂ C´ybnte¡ v thKw
I¸enÂ F¯m³ Ignbpw. C{]Imcw
AeIvkm³{UnbmbnÂ \n¶pw bm{X XpS§ nb
tXmamÇolm C´ybnÂ BZyambn
I¸end§ nbXv _dq¨v F¶ Øe¯mWv.
F.Un. 41þt\mSpIqSn Çolm ChnsS F¯n
F¶p thWw A\pam\n¡ m³. C´ybpsS
]Snª mtd Xoc¯v, C¶s¯ KpPdm¯v
kwØm\¯nÂ, \ÀaZm \ZoXoc¯mbn ØnXn
sN¿p¶ Hcp sNdnb ]«WamWp C¶v _dq¨v.
H¶mw \qämnÂ AXv C´ybnse Fähpw
{][m\ XpdapJambncp¶p. F.Un. 50 hscbpÅ
ImeL«¯nÂ ]Snª md³ \mSpIfnÂ \n¶pw
C´ybnte¡ pÅ I¸epIsfÃmw _dq¨nemWp
h¶ncp¶Xv. _dnKmk F¶ t]cnemWp {Ko¡ v
Ncn{XImc·mÀ Cu Øe¯ns\ hnfn¨ncp¶Xv.
C´ybpsS hnhn[ `mK§ fnÂ \n¶papÅ
km[\§ Ä ChnsS F¯n¨Xn\p tijamWp
]Snª md³ \mSpIfnte¡ v I¸enÂ
Ibänbncp¶Xv.
"tXmambpsS \S]SnIÄ' F¶ ]pk
vXI¯nemWp tXmamÇolmbpsS
C´ybnte¡ pÅ bm{Xsb¡ pdn¨v
hnhcn¨n«pÅXv. AXnÂ ]dbp¶X\pkcn¨v
B{Ômt¸mfokv F¶ Øe¯mWp
tXmamÇolm C´ybnÂ BZyambn
I¸end§ p¶Xv. B{Ômt¸mfokv F¶ {Ko¡ v
hm¡ nsâ AÀ°w B{Ôbnse ]«Ww
F¶mWv. A¡ me¯v
B{ÔmcmPhwiambncp¶p C´ybpsS
]Snª md³ `mK§ fnÂ `cWw \S¯nbncp¶X
v. _dq¨ v B{Ôm cmPm¡ ·mcpsS Fähpw
{][m\ XpdapJ ]«Wambncp¶p. Xs¶bpaÃ
B{Ômt¸mfokns\ Ipdn¨v tXmambpsS
\S]SnIfnÂ ImWp¶ hnhcW§ sfÃmw
_dq¨n\p \¶mbn tNcp¶papv.
_dq¨nse ss{IkvXhÀ
]Xn\memw \qämphsc _dq¨nepw
kao]{]tZi§ fnepw ss{IkvXhÀ
Dmbncp¶p. AXn\ptijamWv
AhnS§ fnse ss{IkvXh kaql§ Ä
A{]Xy£ ambXv. F.Un. cmw \qämnÂ
]t´\qkv F¶ AeIvkm³{Unb³ anj\dn
ChnsS h¶t¸mÄ Hcp ss{IkvXh kaqls¯
IXmbn k`mNcn{XImc\mb
Fhptk_nbqkv km£ ys¸Sp¯p¶pv.
am{XhpaÃ, AhcpsS ssIhiw a¯mbnbpsS
kphntij¯nsâ Acamb `mjbnepff Hcp
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]pkvXIw Dmbncp¶psh¶pw At±lw
]dª n«pv. C´ybnse ss{IkvXhcpsS
At]£ {]ImcamWv AeIvkm³{Unbmbnse
sa{Xm\mbncp¶ Znta{Xnbqkv ]t´\qkns\
C´ybnte¡ v Ab¨Xv F¶v k`m]nXmhmb
sPtdmw FgpXnbn«pv. ]t´\qkv C´ybnÂ
h¶Xpw ss{IkvXhsc IXpw _dq¨v
DÄs¸Sp¶ {]tZi§ fnemsW¶p hyàamWv.
tXmamÇolmbneqsS ss{IkvXhcmb
BfpIfpsS ]n·pd¡ mcmWv Cu ss{IkvXhÀ
F¶v \ymbambpw Duln¡ mw.
]n¶oSv Cu {]tZis¯ ss{IkvXhsc Ipdn¨v
Adnhp e`n¡ p¶Xv F.Un. 354þÂ BWv. B
hÀjw C´y¡ mc\mb sXtbm^ntemkv
F¶dnbs¸Sp¶ hyàn ChnS§ Ä
kµÀin¡ pIIbpw ss{IkvXhcpsS CSbnÂ
\ne\n¶ncp¶ Nne sXäpIÄ Xncp¯pIbpw
sNbvXXmbn ^nsemkv t{SmPnbqkv F¶
Ncn{XImc³ tcJs¸Sp¯nbn«pv. kz´amb
]mc¼cy§ fpw BNmc§ fpw Dmbncp¶ Hcp
ss{IkvXhkaqls¯bmWp 354þÂ
sXtbm^ntemkv IXmbn
^nsemkvt{SmPnbqkv ]dbp¶Xv.
1321þÂ skshd¡ nse tPmÀZm\qkv F¶
anj\dn _dq¨nÂ h¶t¸mgpw AhnsS Hcp
{InkvXy³ kaqlw Dmbncp¶p. AhÀ¡ v
tXmamÇolmtbmSv henb `àn Dmbncp¶p
F¶v At±lw FgpXnbn«pv. ]s£ , AhÀ
t]cnÂ am{Xambncp¶p {InkvXym\nIÄ F¶pw
At±lw ]dbp¶pv. AXnsâ AÀ°w 1321
Bbt¸mtg¡ pw _dq¨nse ss{IkvXh
kaqlw ]e Xc¯nÂ £ tbm·pJambn
XoÀ¶ncp¶p F¶mWv.
A§ s\, tXmamÇolmbmÂ kvYm]nXamb
ss{IkvXhkaqlw ]Xnaq¶p \qämpItfmfw
_dq¨nepw kao] {]tZi§ fnepw
\ne\n¶psh¶v \ap¡ v ImWphm³ km[n¡ pw.
AXn\ptijw ]e ImcW§ fmÂ Ah
\mamhtijambnt¸mbn F¶v
Dulnt¡ nbncn¡ p¶p.
tXmamÇolm X£ inebnÂ
sKm^dkv cmPmhnsâ XekvYm\ambncp¶
X£ inebmbncp¶p tXmamÇolmbpsS
e£ ykvYm\w. AXpsImv A[nIImew
_dq¨nÂ X§ pI km[yaÃmbncp¶p. _dq¨nÂ
\n¶pw X£ inebnte¡ v A¡ me¯v hfsc
Xnct¡ dnb Hcp hmWnPy ]mX
\nehnepmbncp¶p. Ipd¨p Zqcw \À½Z
\ZnbneqsS bm{X sNbvXp ]n¶oSv hnZni,
DssÖ³ apXemb \Kc§ Ä IS¶v
aYpcbnse¯n X£ ine þ ]mSen]p{X
cmP]mXbnÂ tNcp¶Xmbncp¶p {]kvXpX
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hmWnPy ]mX. tXmamÇolm CtX ]mXbnÂ
IqSn bm{X sNbvXv F.Un. 44 t\mSpIqSn
X£ inebnÂ F¯nbncn¡ m\mWp km[yX.
AhnsS hnimeamb Ct´m-]mÀ¯nb³
cmPy¯nsâ hnhn[ `mK§ fnÂ At±lw
kphntij {]tLmjWw \S¯n. tXmambpsS
\S]SnIÄ F¶ ]pkvXI¯nÂ
hnhcn¡ s¸Sp¶ cmPsIm«mc \nÀamW¯nsâ
IY ChnsSbmWv \S¶Xv.
C¶s¯ A^vLm\nØm³, ]m¡ nØm³,
C´ybnse ]© m_v F¶o {]tZi§ Ä
DÄs¸Sp¶Xmbncp¶p sKm^dknsâ Ct´m]mÀ¯nb³ km{amPyw. A^vLm\nØm³
Ignª mÂ t]Àjy³ km{amPyamIpambncp¶p.
X£ inebpsS ]X\¯n\p tijw
tXmamÇolm t]Àjy³ km{amPy¯nte¡ p
IS¶v knÂ¡ v dq«neqsS Pdpkseante¡ p
bm{X sNbvXp.
X£ inebnse BZy s{sIkvXhÀ
]m¡ nØm\nse knÔv {]hniybnÂ Smäm
F¶ Øe¯v Hcp ^¡ oÀ
kaqlapmbncp¶p. ]s¯m¼Xmw \qämnÂ
s{]m«Ìâ v anj\dnamcmWp Chsc BZyambn
IXpw Ahsc Ipdn¨v Aev]sa¦nepw ]T\w
\S¯pIbpw sNbvXXv. hnip² tXmambpsS
A\pbmbnIÄ F¶mWp Cu kaql¯nse
BfpIÄ kzbw ]cnNbs¸Sp¯nbncp¶Xv.
AhÀ Nne {InkvXob BNmc§ Ä
A\pjvTn¡ p¶Xmbpw a¯mbnbpsS
kphntijw F¶v AhÀ hntijn¸n¡ p¶ Hcp
]pkvXIw AhcpsS ssIhiw DÅXmbn AhÀ
AhImis¸Sp¶Xmbpw anj\dnamÀ
A¡ me¯v tcJs¸Sp¯nbn«pv. F¶mÂ
Ahsc Ipdn¨v ]n¶oSv Bcpw H¶pw FgpXn
In«nÃ. ]pdsa \n¶v A[nIw BfpIsf
ASp¸n¡ m¯ Hcp kaqlambncp¶p AXv.
kvtIm«vemâ v anj\dn k`bnse F. tSm«À
BWp Chsc Ipdn¨v BZyw ]dª n«pÅXv.
At±lw ]dbp¶X\pkcn¨v "_À
tXmam'F¶mWp AhÀ kzbw hnfn¨ncp¶Xv.
"_À tXmam'F¶p kpdnbm\nbnÂ ]dª mÂ
"tXmambpsS a¡ Ä' F¶À°w. tXmambpsS
a¡ Ä F¶v AhÀ kzbw
hntijn¸n¡ Wsa¦nÂ AXn\p ImcWhpw
DmIWatÃm?
A¯\mknbqkv InÀlÀ F¶ Cutim
k`¡ mc³ sshZnI³ 1666þÂ FgpXnb Hcp
]pkvXI¯nÂ B Ime¯v hS¡ p ]Snª msd
C´ybpsS ]e `mK§ fnepw tXmakv
{InkvXym\nIÄ F¶p hntijn¸n¨ncp¶
BfpIÄ Dmbncp¶p F¶p ]dª n«pv.
Cutim k`¡ mc³ Xs¶bmbncp¶ sl³dn

tdm¯v F¶ sshZnI³ Cu {]tZi§ fneqsS
bm{X sNbvXXn\p tijw t\cn«p I
Imcy§ Ä Xt¶mSp ]dª Xmbn«mWp InÀlÀ
km£ ys¸Sp¯p¶Xv. AhnsS I]pÀØm³
F¶ {]tZi¯v tXmambpsS {InkvXym\nIÄ
F¶dnbs¸Sp¶ BfpIÄ Ds¶pw AhÀ
Nne {]tXyI ]mc¼cy§ Ä ]peÀ¯p¶Xmbpw
At±lw ]dbp¶p.
]m¡ nØm\nÂ CÉmam_mZv {]hniybnÂ
knÀIm]n\p kao]¯mbn tXmamÇolmbpsS
]mc¼cyw ]peÀ¯p¶ Hcp {Kmaapv.
KÀtXmam F¶mWXv Adnbs¸Sp¶Xv.
ØehmknIÄ Cu t]cnsâ DÛh¯¸än
]dbp¶Xv C§ s\: Hcn¡ Â hS¡ ³
]© m_ns\ apgph³ _m[n¨ Hcp
Zpc´apmbn. AXnÂ Cu {Kma¯n\p am{Xw
Hcp tISp]mSpw kw`hn¨nÃ. ImcWw
ChnsSbmbncp¶p ]v tXmamÇolm
Xmakn¨ncp¶Xv. X·qew X§ Ä c£ s¸«Xv
Çolm aqeamsW¶v AhÀ hnizkn¡ pIbpw
{Kma¯n\p Cu \maw \evIpIbpw sNbvXs{X.
_ÀssZkm³ AD196þÂ FgpXnb \nba§ fpsS
]pkvXI¯nÂ Ipjm·mcpsS CSbnepÅ
ss{IkvXhsc Ipdn¨v ]dbp¶pv.
_ÀssZkm³ CsXgpXp¶ Ime¯v Ipj³
cmPm¡ ·mcmWp hSt¡ C´y `cn¨ncp¶Xv.
tXmamÇolmbpsS t{]jnX {]hÀ¯\
^eambpmb ss{IkvXh kaql¯nsâ
ImcyamIWw _ÀssZkm³ ChnsS ]dbp¶Xv.
X£ inebnse knÀIm]v ]«W¯nÂ \n¶pw
1935-þÂ Hcp Ipcnip Is¯pIbpmbn.
X£ ine Ipcniv F¶mWv AXn¶v
Adnbs¸Sp¶Xv. emtlmdnse Bw¥n¡ ³
I¯o{UenÂ C¶Xv kq£ n¨n«pv. cmw
\qämnteXmWp Cu Ipcnsi¶p
hnizkn¡ s¸Sp¶p.
C{]Imcw ]e \qämpIfnÂ
tXmamÇolmbpsS ]n·pd¡ mcmb ss{IkvXhÀ
hS¡ p ]Snª mtd C´ybpsS ]e `mK¯pw
\nehnepmbncp¶p. F¶mÂ, ]nev¡ me¯v
Cu ss{IkvXh kaql§ sfÃmw
A{]Xy£ ambn. AXn\p ]e ImcW§ fpv.
t]Àjy³ km{amPy¯nte¡ pw C´ybpsS aäp
`mK§ fnte¡ papÅ IpSntbähpw
]nev¡ me¯pmb B{IaW§ fpamWp
AXn\p {][m\ ImcWw. IqSmsX
Ipjm·mcpsS IognÂ H¯ncntbsd
ss{IkvXhÀ almbm\ _p²aXm\pbmbnIÄ
Bbncn¡ m\pw km²yXbpv. almbm\
_p²aX¯nse XXz§ Ä¡ pw BNmc§ Ä¡ pw
{InkvXpaXhpambn _ÔapmIphm\pÅ
ImcWw CXmImw.
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sPdpkteante¡ v aS¡ bm{X
Ct´m-þ]mÀ¯nb³ cmPy¯nÂ Dmb
cm{ãob amä§ Ä aqew Çolm¡ v AhnsS
XpScm³ km[n¡ msXh¶p AXpsImv
t]Àjy³ km{amPy¯nÂ DÄs¸«
kao]{]tZi§ fnte¡ v At±lw IS¡ pIbpw
]n¶oSv sPdpkseante¡ v bm{X sN¿pIbpw
sNbvXp F¶p Xs¶ IcptXnbncn¡ p¶p.
A¡ me¯v t]Àjy³ km{amPyw Ct´mþ]mÀ¯nb³ AXnÀ¯nhsc hym]n¨ncp¶p.
tXmamÇolm C´ybnÂ \n¶pw
sPdpkseante¡ v aS§ nsb¯n F¶v
kqNn¸n¡ p¶ hnhcW§ Ä
A{]mamWnI{KÙ§ fnÂ ImWphm\pv.
]cnip² I\yImadnbw acWaSª t¸mÄ
tXmamÇolm C´ybnÂ Bbncp¶psh¶pw
amemJamÀ Bt±ls¯ sPdpkseante¡ v
kwhln¨psh¶pamWp ]mc¼cyw. A© mw
\qämnÂ FgpXs¸« ""{Sm³kn¯p acntb''
F¶ A{]mamWnI {KÙ¯nemWp Cu
hnhcWw DÅXv. sPdpkseante¡ v F¯nb
tXmamÇolm aäv A¸kvtXme·mtcmSv
C´ybnÂ At±lw sNbvX Imcy§ Ä
hÀ®n¡ p¶pv. C´ybnse cmPmhnsâ
ktlmZco ]p{X\mb A_Zm³ F¶bmfn\p
amt½mZokm \evIphm³ X¿msdSp¡ p¶
thfbnemWp Xm³ amemJamcmÂ
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kwhln¡ s¸«Xv F¶v At±lw ]dbp¶pv.
CXnÂ\n¶pw a\ÊnemtIXv tXmamÇolm
hS¡ p]Snª mtd C´ybnÂ\n¶pw
sPdpkseante¡ v Xncn¨ph¶ncp¶p F¶pÅ
]mc¼cyw BZyImew apXÂ k`bnÂ
Dmbncp¶psh¶mWv. AXpsImmWtÃm
A© mw \qämnÂ FgpXs¸« Hcp {KÙ¯nÂ
C{]Imcw ]dbs¸«ncn¡ p¶Xv.
tXmamÇolm sPdpkseante¡ v t]mbn
F¶Xn\p Ncn{X]camb Fs´¦nepw ImcWw
DmIptam F¶v ]cntim[n¨p t\m¡ mw. FUn
45þ\ptijapÅ Ct´m-þ]mÀ¯nb³ Ncn{Xw
]cntim[n¨mÂ ImcWw IpIn«pw.
Ipjm·mcpsS C´ybnte¡ pÅ XÅn¡ bäw
Bcw`n¨ Imeambncp¶p AXv. X£ inebnse
BZy ss{IkvXh kaql¯nsâ A´Icmbn
amdnb hwiambncp¶p Ipjm·mÀ. ssN\bnse
bqNn hÀ¤¯nÂ s]« ChÀ HIvkkv
taJebnÂ BZyw {]thin¨p. AXn\p tijw
_mIv{Snb Xmhfam¡ n AhnsS hmkapd¸n¨p.
AhnsS \n¶pamWp AhÀ C´ybnte¡ v
XÅn¡ bdnbXv. lnμp ¡ pjv IogS¡ n
Im_qfpw IS¶v knÔp \ZoXSw apgph³
AhÀ Iogvs¸Sp¯n. AhnsS \n¶pw hopw
Z£ nW `mKt¯¡ v IS¶v Ct´mþ]mÀ¯nb³
cmPy¯nte¡ p IS¶p. knÔp IpdpsI IS¶v
]© m_nÂ {]thin¨ ChÀ X£ ine
IogS¡ n. AhnSps¯ knÀ¡ m]v ]«Ww s]mSn
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am{Xambn. FUn 50 Bbt¸mtg¡ pw CsXÃmw
kw`hn¨p. sKm^dkv cmPmhv CXn\Iw
acn¨p Ignª ncp¶p. X£ ine ]qÀWambpw
\in¨ hmÀ¯hcpt¼mÄ tXmaÇolm
Gs´¦nepw AXnÀ¯n {Kma§ fnÂ
Bbncp¶ncn¡ Ww. sKm^dknsâ
Xntcm[m\hpw knÀIm]v ]«W¯nsâ
]qÀWXIÀ¨bpw Ipjm·mcpsS
ASn¨aÀ¯epw aqew tXmamÇolm FXm\pw
A\pbmbnIÄs¡ m¸w t]Àjy³
km{amPy¯nte¡ v IS¶ncn¡ Ww. C{]Imcw
Hcp cm{ãob kmlNcyw
DmbnÃmbncp¶psh¦nÂ At±l¯n\p C´y
hn«pt]mtIn hcnÃmbncp¶p.
t]Àjy³ km{amPy¯nse ^mÀkv taJebnÂ
hnip² tXmamÇolmbpsS t]cnepÅ
ss{IkvXhÀ Dmbncp¶p. ChnSps¯
ss{IkvXhÀ skeqjy³ k`bnse aäp
ss{IkvXhsc¡ mÄ hyXykvXcmbncp¶p.
tXmamÇolmbnÂ \n¶pw amt½mZokm
kzoIcn¨ R§ Ä¡ v amÀ amcnbpsS
knwlmk\hpambn Hcp _ÔhpanÃmsb¶v
AhÀ iTn¨p. skeqjybnse k`
tXmamÇolmbpsS injy\mb amÀ amcnbmWp
Øm]n¨Xv. AXpsImmWv AhÀ C{]Imcw

]dª Xv. tXmamÇolmbnÂ \n¶pw
amt½mZokm kzoIcn¨hcpsS ]n·pd¡ mcmb
X§ Ä ÇolmbpsS injy³ am{Xambncp¶
amcnbpsS knwlmk\¯n³
Iognembncn¡ p¶Xnsâ bpànbmWp AhÀ
tNmZyw sNbvXXv.
A§ s\, tXmamÇolm C´ybnse Xsâ BZy
t{]jnXbm{X¡ pw {]hÀ¯\§ Ä¡ pw tijw
sPdpkseante¡ v Xncn¨p t]mbn F¶Xn\p
]mc¼cy§ Ä am{XaÃ, Ncn{Xhpw ]n³_ew
\evIp¶psh¶v \ap¡ v ]dbphm³ km[n¡ pw.
F¶mÂ C´ybnse Xsâ t{]jnXZuXyw
]qÀ¯nbmbn«nÃ F¶v At±l¯n\p
hyàambn Adnbmambncp¶p. AXpsImv Hcp
hÀjw XnIª t¸mÄ Xs¶ hopw Hcp
`mcXbm{Xbv¡ mbn At±lw Cd§ n¯ncn¨p.
C¯hW h¶Xv \½psS
tIcf\m«nte¡ mbncp¶p.
skmt¡ m{XZzo]v hgn tIcf¯nte¡ v
\ap¡ n\n tXmamÇolmbpsS
tIcf{]thi\¯nte¡ p hcmw. X£ inebnÂ
\n¶pw knÂ¡ v dq«neqsS Pdpkte¯v
Xncns¨¯nb tXmamÇolm hfsc¡ mew
AhnsS X§ nbnÃ. Xsâ `mcX t{]jnX ZuXyw
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]qÀ¯nbmbn«nÃ F¶v At±l¯n\p
]qÀWt_m²yw Dmbncp¶p. AXpsImp
Xs¶ ASp¯ bm{X¡ pÅ X¿msdSp¸pIÄ
Bcw`n¨p. F.Un 51 Bcw`¯nÂ Pdpkte¯v
XncnsIsb¯nb Çolm B hÀjw
Ahkm\t¯mSpIqSn Xsâ ASp¯ bm{X
Bcw`n¨p. C¯hW h¶Xv \½psS
tIcf¯nte¡ mbncp¶p. At¸mtg¡ pw
tIcf¯nse apkncnkv C´ybnse Gähpw
{][m\s¸« hmWnPy XpdapJambn
amdnbncp¶p.
skmt¡ m{X Zzo]nÂ
C´ybnte¡ pÅ cmw bm{XbnÂ
tXmamÇolm skmt¡ m{X Zzo]v
kμÀin¨psh¶pw AhnsS skt´makv
]mc¼cyw AhImis¸Sp¶ ss{IkvXhÀ
Dmbncp¶psh¶pw ]e ImcW§ fmÂ
\ap¡ v A\pam\n¡ mw.
C´ybv¡ pw Atd_ym¡ pw CSbnÂ
Ad_n¡ SenÂ DÅ Hcp Zzo]mWv skmt¡ m{X.
Atd_nbmtbmSpw B{^n¡ tbmSpw ASp¯p
InS¡ p¶p. C¶nXv Z£ nW sbasâ `mKamWv.
{InkvXphÀjw H¶mw \qämnÂ
tIcf¯nte¡ pÅ hmWnPyI¸epIfpsS Hcp
CS¯mhfambncp¶p skmt¡ m{X Zzo]v.
tIcf¯nÂ \n¶pÅ kpKÔ hyRvP\§ Ä
ChnsS sh¨mWp ]et¸mgpw ]mÝmXyÀ
hm§ nbncp¶Xv.
skmt¡ m{X C¶v ]qÀWambpw Hcp apÉow
cmPyamWv. F¶mepw \qämpItfmfw AhnsS
ss{IkvXhÀ [mcmfambn Dmbncp¶psh¶v
Ncn{Xw km£ n¡ p¶p. skmt¡ m{Xbnse
ss{IkvXhsc Ipdn¨v BZyambn ]dª n«pÅXv
Bdmw \qämnÂ ChnSw kμÀin¨
tImkvtamkv C³ Unt¡ ms¹Ìkv F¶
k© mcnbmWp. Cu Zzo]nÂ hfscb[nIw
{InkvXym\nIÄ Ds¶pw AhcpsS sshZnIÀ
t]ÀjybnÂ \n¶pamWv sshZnI]«w
kzoIcn¨ncp¶sX¶pw At±lw ]dbp¶p.
skmt¡ m{Xbnse \nhmknIÄ
ZoÀLImet¯¡ v {InkvXym\nIÄ
Bbncp¶psh¶v IÀ±n\mÄ Xnkd§ v
A`n{]mbs¸«n«pv. ]Xn\memw \qämnse
Ad_n `qanimkv{XImc·mÀ Cu Zzo]ns\
ss{IkvXh Zzo]v F¶mWp hnfn¨ncp¶Xv.
_m_ntemWnbmbnÂ Gt\mkv
It¯ment¡ mkmbncn¡ pt¼mgpw k_dotim
aq¶ma³ ]m{XobmÀ¡ okmbncn¡ pt¼mgpw
skmt¡ m{Xbnte¡ v sa{Xm·msc
hmgn¨b¨n«ps¶v \§ ¨nho«ne¨³
FgpXnbn«pv.
]Xnaq¶mw \qämnÂ skmt¡ m{X kμÀin¨
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amÀt¡ mt¸msfm C{]Imcw FgpXp¶p. "Cu
Zzo]nse \nhmknIÄ amt½mZokm kzoIcn¨
ss{IkvXhcmWv. AhÀ¡ v Hcp
sa{Xmt¸meo¯mbpw Dv. F¶mÂ tdmanse
amÀ]m¸bpambn At±l¯n\p Hcp _Ôhpw
CÃ. _mKvZmZnse ImtXment¡ mkv F¶p
hnfn¡ p¶ sa{Xmt¸meo¯m¡ v At±lw
Iogvs]«ncn¡ p¶p'.
1542þÂ C´ybnte¡ pÅ bm{Xmat²y hnip²
{^m³kokv tkhyÀ skmt¡ m{X kμÀin¨p.
A¶v AhnsS I ss{IkvXhsc Ipdn¨v
At±lw hniZambn FgpXnbn«pv. AXnÂ
\n¶pw GXm\pw hcnIÄ am{Xw ChnsS
Ipdn¡ mw. "Cu Zzo]v hfsc NqSpÅ Hcp
ØeamWv. Bfp-IsfÃmhcpw
{InkvXym\nIfmWv, bYmÀ°¯nÂ AhÀ¡ v
FgpXphm\pw hmbn¡ phm\pw Adnª pIqSm.
X·qew AhÀ tcJIfmbn H¶pw
kq£ n¨ncp¶nÃ. F¶mepw ss{IkvXhÀ
Bbncn¡ p¶XnÂ AhÀ A`nam\w sImÅp¶p.
AhÀ¡ v ]ÅnIfpw IpcnipIfpw
hnf¡ pIfpapv. ...AhÀ amÀtXmam
ÇolmtbmSv {]tXyI `àn DÅhcmWv.
amÀtXmam Çolm CtimbnÂ P\n¸n¨
ss{IkvXhcpsS k´XnIfmWv X§ sf¶p
AhÀ AhImis¸Sp¶p.'
t]mÀ¨pKokv Ncn{XImc\mb UnsatÃm
C{]Imcw FgpXp¶p. "tXmamÇolm
amt½mZokm ap¡ nbhcpsS KW¯nÂ s]«
[mcmfw ss{IkvXhÀ skmt¡ m{Xbnepv.
AhÀ¡ v ]ÅnIfpw IpcnipIfpapv. AhcpsS
{]mÀ°\IÄ IÂZmb
{InkvXym\nIsft¸msebmWv.' Ncn{XImc\mb
hn³kâ v kvan¯v C{]Imcw ]dbp¶p.
"skmt¡ m{X hgn tXmamÇolm tIcf¯nÂ
h¶sX¶ ]c¼cmKX hnizmk¯nÂ
Ahnizk\obambn H¶panÃ. ImcWw, AhnsS
hfsc ]pcmX\amb Hcp ss{IkvXh kaqlw
Dmbncp¶p.'
C{]Imcw t\m¡ pt¼mÄ skmt¡ m{Xbnse
ss{IkvXhcpw AhcpsS ]mc¼cy§ fpw
tIcf¯nse skt´makv ]mc¼cy¯n\p
Icpt¯Ip¶XmWv. tXmamÇolm tIcf¯nÂ
h¶psh¶Xn\p AXpw sXfnhmIp¶p.
skmt¡ m{XbnÂ \n¶pamWp tXmamÇolm
tIcf¯nÂ h¶sX¶v ]mc¼cy¯n\v AXp
iàn \evIpIbpw sN¿p¶p.

Dr (Fr) James Kurukilangatt MST
is a Church Historian. He holds a Doctorate Degree in
Church History from Gregorian University, Rome
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by TERESA NGUYEN

I thought to myself, “I don’t think God exists.” as I walked
out of my college classroom.
I had come to this hasty conclusion after a professor had
given a long lecture on why God is a myth. This lecture
catapulted me into a whirlwind of doubts and confusion.
That time in my life was challenging for me.
And I want to tell you some things I learned from it. But first,
let me set some things straight, having doubts or questions is
not good or bad. It’s normal and human. However, it is one
thing to have a doubt and abandon your faith out of pride.
But it’s another to humbly pursue your questions and fight
for the answers. That’s what the saints did.
If you’re doubting, you might be going through a season of
darkness. I did.
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What is darkness?
A season of darkness is when we feel almost or
completely separated from God. Sometimes
this darkness is triggered from a source, like an
interesting YouTube video, or sometimes just
from a questioning mind. It can last a minute or
it could last much, much longer.
St. Therese of Lisieux described darkness as a
dark rain cloud moving over and covering the
warm radiant sun — God. We think that the
sun or God isn’t there. But the reality is that to
us He is just covered by darkness. The reality is
that our human, finite mind cannot
comprehend an infinite God.
But here’s the hardest part. A season of
darkness gives us a spiritual amnesia. We seem
to forget all that we know about God.
So what’s the key to dealing with this season of
darkness? It is to remember. Whether you are
struggling with God’s goodness, Jesus’ real
presence in the Eucharist, the existence of God
all together, or whatever it may be, here are a
few things I’ve learned in this season of life.
Remember, you are not alone
Struggling with doubt can be confusing,
exhausting, and sometimes painful. The
enemy will try to deceive you into feeling
ashamed and alone. Don’t listen to this lie. Be
open with this struggle of yours with the strong
Catholics (priests, youth ministers, strong
family members) in your life. Be in community.
Do attend youth groups, Bible studies, be with
other Catholic friends.
Also, remember that the most incredible of
saints were not exempt from this. For
example, St. Therese of Lisieux and Mother
Teresa were both in a period of darkness for
years where they could not fathom a God,
heaven, or that God had loved them. Ask for
their intercession.
So you might be asking, how’d the heck did
they make it through? They remembered.
What did they remember? Glad yoa asked.
That brings me to my next point.
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Remember the times during which you
experienced God
All throughout scripture God is telling his
people over and over again to remember all
that God has done for them because soon they
will forget. The same message applies to us.
Most of us have had times when we vividly felt
the sun (God’s presence) radiate on us, as St.
Therese of Lisieux said. You know, those times
when we deeply knew in our hearts that He is
with us. Perhaps it was at a retreat or while
seeing a sunset, whatever it may be, we must
remember these experiences. We must hold on
onto these moments.
St. Therese and Mother Teresa, though in great
pain, held onto the times their own moments of
consolation. The experiences you’ve had are
real tangible moments. Remember, remember,
remember.
Remember what you know about God
Darkness also clogs up our mind and all the
truth we know about God. When I was going
through this period, I constantly had to remind
myself logically:
There must be a God, how else could have this
intricate world come together?
There must be a God, for why else do have
desires that nothing on earth can satisfy?
There must be a God, for why else do the
greatest philosophers, scientists, and saints
believe so firmly in a God?
There must be a God, for how else do you
explain the shroud of Turin, Miracle of
Lanciano, and other archeological proof?
I also called up my intelligent friend. A lot of
times we get too stuck in our head in moments
of darkness. So I asked her to remind me of
what she knew.
Remember to fight
When we doubt, it’s very easy to lose
motivation and become spiritually lazy. But
this time is crucial. The last thing we should be
doing is giving up. We have nothing to lose,
but everything to gain by fighting.

12
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One, start or continue having an active daily
prayer life. This is so key. Pray to God even if
you don’t know if He’s there. He is. Set a time
each day where you talk to Him and bring to
Him your doubts. Write in a journal and
examine your day, your heart, and your mind.
Frequently seek out the sacraments.
Two, question and seek answers within the
guides of the Church. Read Catholic Answers
or other Catholic apologetic resources and
consult other, wise Catholics in your life. We
can’t fully understand God, but we sure can get
far when we allow reason to coincide with our
faith.
This period of darkness was extremely difficult
for me. I’m not going to pretend it wasn’t. But
after doing the 4 points above, I had so much
more conviction that God is the truth. I even
debated my professor later.
But more so, I now can see why God allows
darkness. It’s because of the very fact that it
shakes us up. We are tested. A faith that is
comfortable and always happy, is barely faith
at all. This season allowed me to actively
choose God as the King of my heart all over
again, each day. Even when I didn’t feel like it.
Take heart, if God has allowed a time of
darkness in your life it is because He wants to
take you higher than you have ever imagined.

The words you need to hear:
“The greatest tragedy in humanity is when we
do not wrestle with God, when we become so
apathetic that we are but a limp rag doll in the
hands of a mighty lover who wishes that we
fight back; that we embrace Him and choose to
find truth. Christ will seek the ends of the earth
for the one sheep that has gone astray. He will
fight the darkness to find His beloved, but
when He holds us in His arms and we do not
show any sign of life, then it is the heart of a
King that is broken and all of creation will
moan in the loss of another soul that was meant
to dance in the courts of Heaven.
Take your doubts to Christ, let this fire grow
inside you and become aware that He is
wanting a heart that beats and seeks
knowledge, He wants a mind that thinks and
learns wisdom, and He wants a soul that cries
out for help when it seems impossible to trust.
Because He broke down the gates of hell to
rescue His bride, He is coming with a righteous
fire in His soul and a joy that will wipe away
every tear from your eyes; You just have to be
willing and ready.” (T.B. LaBerge)

Source: https://lifeteen.com/blog/
got-darkness-doubt-thought-god-didnt-exist/
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“Martyrdom and the vocation to martyrdom are
not the result of human effort, but the response
to an initiative and a call from God. They are a
gift of his grace, which makes one capable of
offering one's life for the love of Christ and of
the Church, and thus of the world". These words
of Pope Emeritus His Holiness Benedict XVI
(General Audience Catechesis, 11 August 2010),
are fully applicable to the life, sufferings and the
valiant death of the Blessed Servant of God,
Devasahayam Pillai.
Devasahayam Pillai was born to an affluent
Hindu, Nair family, in the year 1712 in a small
hamlet called Nattalam, Tamil Nadu. His name
was Nilam or Nilakandan, and "Pillai" was a
popular name referring to his high caste and
social position. As a boy he learned Tamil,
Malayalam, Sanskrit, Hindu scriptures and
trained in the traditional martial arts, archery,
Varmasastra and the use of weapons. He

became a high official in the palace, and in
charge of the royal treasury. He married
Bhargaviammal, a bride from an equally
prominent Nair family.
Nilakandan Pillai experienced heavy losses of
property and cattle which caused him great
perturbation. Finding no relief in his religious
beliefs, he sought counsel from Eustachius
Benedictus De Lannoy, a Dutch Catholic
military officer. De Lannoy instructed him about
the mystery of God's loving providence in
affliction, the Christian meaning of suffering in
the Book of Job and the redemptive suffering of
our Saviour. Nilakandan Pillai was impressed
by Job's absolute confidence in God in the face
of unbearable tragedies. Convinced of the truth
of Christian mysteries, Nilakandan Pillai
expressed his desire to be baptized, fully aware
of the extreme consequences which might
befall him. Fr. Giovanni Battista Buttari, a

14
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Jesuit Missionary at Vadakkankulam,
instructed him for nine months and baptized
him on 14 May 1745. At baptism he received
the name "Devasahayam", which means "God
has helped".
Devasahayam Pillai returned home and
continued his office at the royal palace carrying
out his duties with his usual efficiency. He also
started evangelizing people. His first convert
was his wife Bhargaviamma, who yielded to the
grace of God after initial resistance. She took the
name "Gnanapu" which is a Tamil rendering of
"Theresa". His courageous propagation of the
faith led to many conversions and this angered
the Brahmins. He mingled with people of every
status and caste. He threw away the symbols of
his "high" caste (Ponool), ate and lived with
people of "low" birth and returned to his office
in the palace as a polluted person according to
their custom and belief. He challenged the
Brahmins’ superstitions and inhuman
oppression of the oppressed castes. His new
life became a cause of serious concern among
the Hindus. Devasahayam was put in a narrow
prison on 23 February 1749. The following day,
he was condemned to death by the king. Before
the execution he was paraded in all the
important towns in the kingdom, seated
backwards on a buffalo with a flower garland
around his neck, and his hands tied behind his
back.
After the parade, he was tied to a neem tree with
fetters for seven months. Chained, he led an
exemplary life of virtues, prayer, penance and
mortification. Every day he read books on the
life of saints. He fasted every Friday and
Saturday. Whenever possible, he confessed his
sins and received Holy Communion with
utmost devotion. His lifestyle coupled with the
fame of miracles attracted many people. He
proclaimed Christ to all of them. There are many
miraculous events because of the martyr. He
was brought to a place called
Puliyoorkurichywhere, overcome by thirst, he
planted his elbow on a rock, from which
spouted water that he drank. This rock
continues to give water even today. Because of

the prayers of Devasahayam, the jailer who
was childless for a long time obtained a child
during his imprisonment in Peruvilai.
Finally, after three years of gruesome torture, he
was taken to a secret prison at Aralvaimozhi,
and had to be killed secretly because the
Catholics began visiting him in large numbers. A
little before midnight between 14 and 15 January
1752, he was taken to the place of his execution.
Soldiers carried him to a nearby hill,
Kattadimalai, as he was exhausted. There he
knelt and prayed intensely. The marks left by his
knees and elbows are seen even today. There he
was shot dead by the soldiers. As five bullets

hit him, he uttered for the last time, "Jesus save
me". His body was castaway into the forest for
the wild animals. On the fifth day, his bones
were found shorn of flesh. His tongue was
lying apart, incorrupt. They were gathered
diligently and buried in front of the main altar
of the famous church of St. Francis Xavier, the
present day Cathedral of the Diocese of Kottar.
The call to holiness is for everyone. But, in the
history of the Church the vast majority of saints
are from the class of religious men and women.
In this context, the beatification of the first lay,
married martyr in India, becomes a significant
one. His sanctity is not only important for
today's universal Church, but also his zeal,
courage and suffering can grant solace to
millions who are still silently suffering
persecution in different parts of the world.
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Let me frame it this way 'Why faith in Christ
alone matters!'. For us humans, who other
than Christ is worthy of being trusted? Who
else can we entrust our faith in? There may
be entities which we believe are permanent:
like our good health, mental strength,
physical capabilities, skills, talents,
possessions, achievements, bank balance,
and so on. A few years ago my life took a
terrible downslide. The process was long
and traumatising during which I almost lost
all of the above-mentioned things. All that I
had by my side was Christ. Faith in nothing
else but Him mattered or rather faith in only the
Creator mattered, not the creation.
I am Grateful to Hebrews 11:1 for providing such
a simple definition of faith, "Now, faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen." The first part talks about the
assurance of things we hoped for. As humans, we
hope for things like a perfect life, a high-paying
job, a perfect marriage or even a miraculous
recovery from a disease. If faith was about
assurance of the above mentioned things, then all
devout Christians would be millionaires with
perfect bodies and perfect health. I've realized
that faith is the assurance of our hopes being
registered by God and Him working out what is
best for us. How can a pot tell the potter how to
mould it? The Potter knows what is best. Let our
hopes rise above short-lived earthly needs and
aim at the eternal life that lies ahead of us.
Speaking about the conviction of things unseen, I
haven't seen heaven, nor have I seen God nor any
of the Biblical characters. My conviction of the
unseen has taken form, not because my

catechism teacher taught me about it nor because
the religious spoke about it. My conviction arose
from my personal efforts to know God during
my worst times and my personal experience of
His love during trials and tribulations. How can
you and I have faith in a stranger? Rather than
questioning God, I took an effort to know this
good guy personally. By now, I have known
Christ so much that I am happy with whatever he
has in store for me. In faith, it's okay if certain
wishes and dreams go unfulfilled because in the
process heaven is being reserved for you. In faith,
when you look back, you will only see what lies
ahead. That is faith for me.
My faith is Christ has taken root from my love for
him and not out of the fear of hell. And every time
I look at a mustard seed, the small seed looks big
because it reminds me of how much my faith is
yet to grow. As long as it is in Christ that my faith
is growing and getting nurtured, that's all that
matters.

Keni Joseph Sebastian
is a Mechanical Engineer
belongs to Dombivli Parish
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A few years ago, I started praying the Holy
Rosary on Wednesdays. I prayed for my
family, friends, and strangers along with my
personal intentions while reciting the rosary.
On one such Wednesday while reciting the
rosary, I remembered a friend who was staying
in London back then. I had not spoken to her
for a while, but felt that she could be lonely

and in trouble. I dedicated the rosary to her.
Although I brushed the thought of my friend
being in trouble aside, I began thinking
whether there was any significance of the
rosary that I prayed.
That evening I received a WhatsApp message
from her asking how I was doing. With the
intention of clearing my doubts, I asked if she
had been in any kind of trouble recently.
“How did you know?” she exclaimed!
She mentioned an incident, where she had
been at an office party and one of her
colleagues had misbehaved with her, had her
locked up in a room with him and wanted to
have a conversation with her. She was scared
but came out safe, as she refused to entertain
him. Embarrassed and shocked by his
behaviour, she had taken the next day off from
work. That is when, she had thought of
messaging me.
She was surprised about the inkling I had
about the incident, as she had not mentioned
about it to anyone till then.

I told her about how the
thought had occurred while
praying the rosary and that
I was not sure whether she
needed my prayer in reality.

I told her about how the thought had occurred
while praying the rosary and that I was not
sure whether she needed my prayer in reality.
We both had our answers that night. The
incident left us believing that the power of the
rosary goes beyond what we can imagine and
we were in awe with the feeling that our
Mother does intervene for us even when we
are not expecting.

Steffi Johnson
is a software engineer
belongs to Mankhurd Parish
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There are episodes of isolation in everyone's life:
when no one understands us, and sometimes not
even our parents. There are also times when the
world around you, give up on you, in life. I too was
experiencing this mental and spiritual trauma
during my teenage.
With a crushed heart, devoid of hope, I opened the
Bible to see if I could find some solace, and I read,
“You are precious in my sight, and honoured, and
I love you.”
That was the day I found my love…I fell in love
with Him…
St. Paul explains the true meaning of the word
'Love' in 1 Cor 13:4, and my Jesus, is love
personified. He is a person who accepted defeat
and humiliation to make me victorious and erase
my disgrace. In this world, where people find it
difficult even to share a seat while traveling, my
Love changed himself into bread so that He could
live with me forever.
He respects me for who I am. He endures all the
pain I give him, with a smile. He is truthful,
sincere, and caring. He has never abandoned me.
When I give up on important and beautiful things
in life, He pursues them more enthusiastically for
me. He follows me wherever I go, He is there for
me in whatever I do; but He gives me the freedom
to choose what I want. When I cry, He cries with
me; when I smile He smiles with me. He helps me
in doing wonderful things that I couldn't have
imagined doing them by myself, and He makes
all things beautiful for me.
My fear in life is silenced when he goes ahead of
me. My tears get soaked up without leaving a trail
when he embraces me. In my heart when I close the
door on him, he eagerly waits at my doorstep in

every storm
and every
rain. Each
time I get
cheated by
m y n e w
found love,
He runs up to
me and carries me back into his heart and has the
best surprise for me every time. When our
relationship hits the rock-bottom, He never gives
up on me but always wins me back.
Love is an emotion which needs to be expressed.
He expresses it through the Eucharist. Have you
ever seen or heard of any relationship wherein a
person dies each day so as to save the person he
loves? I have seen it and experienced it. Words are
one of the strongest medium to reach a person's
heart. He talks to me every day: the Bible is the
collection of love letters he sent me.
We live in a world of fragile relations, with the
constant fear of losing our loved ones because of
our inability to satisfy their expectations. My
emotions change and my love for Him alters every
day, and when I put this concern before Him, He
says, “My love for you is enough Maria, to keep
this relationship strong, you need not worry…
for I am the same yesterday, today and
forever…”
I couldn't deny this love of Jesus for me. Each day
and every breath I take gives me the opportunity
to experience His love. Since then, I have never
ever experienced that isolation which darkened
my life once, for He has been my light.

Maria Jose
is a member of Christ the King Church,
Bhandup, Mumbai
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amÀ tXmakv Ceh\mÂ
Ieym¬ cq]XbpsS sa{Xm³
s]klmclky¯nsâ PohnXw
ss{IkvXhPohnXw s]klmclky¯nsâ
PohnXamWv. AÄ¯mcbnÂ \½Ä
A\pkvacn¡ bpw A\pjvTn¡ bpw sN¿p¶
s]klmclky¯nÂ IqZmiIfneqsS \½Ä
]¦pImcmIp¶p. amt½mZokmbneqsS
CutimtbmsSm¸w \½fpw arXcmbn
kwkvIcn¡ s¸«psh¶pw {InkvXp
alXzt¯msS DbnÀs¯gpt¶äXpt]mse
\mapw Hcp ]pXpPohnXw \bn¡ Wsa¶pw hn.
]utemkv ]Tn¸n¡ p¶p. (tdma. 6:1þ4).
{InkvXpclky¯nÂ ]¦mfnIfmIp¶ \½Ä
{InkvXpclkyw Pohn¡ phm³ IqZmiIfneqsS
iàcm¡ s¸SpIbpw sN¿p¶p. hn.
IpÀºm\bnÂ ]¦ptNcpI F¶mÂ s]klm
clky¯nÂ ]¦ptNcpI F¶mWv.
IÀ¯mhnsâ s]klmclky¯nsâ
PohnXamWv ss{IkvXhPohnXw. ‘Rm³
{InkvXphnt\mSp IqSn {IqinX\mbncn¡ p¶p’
(Kem. 2:20) F¶pw ‘IÀ¯mhnsâ acWw
R§ Ä kZm icoc¯nÂ kwhln¡ p¶p’ (2
sImdn. 4:10) F¶pw hn. ]utemkv ]dbpt¼mÄ
Cu s]klmclkyamWv \½Ä Pohn¡ phm³
hnfn¡ s¸«ncn¡ p¶Xv F¶v XncphN\w \s½
HmÀ½n¸n¡ p¶p.
D°nXs\ Is¯pI.
hn. IpÀºm\bnÂ IÀ¯mhnsâ
s]klmclky§ fpsS HmÀ½ \½Ä
BNcn¡ p¶p. IÀ¯mhnsâ cmas¯
hchnepff {]XymibnÂ Bgs¸Sp¶p. H¶v
kab_ÔnXambn Ignª Xpw cmat¯Xv
hcm\ncn¡ p¶XpamWv. F¶mÂ hn.
IpÀºm\bnÂ Ignª kw`hhpw
hcm\ncn¡ p¶Xpw C¶nsâ A\p`ham¡ n
amäpIbmWv. \ap¡ pthn acn¡ bpw
D°nX\mhpIbpw sNbvX aninlmsb

AÄ¯mcbnse A\pkvacW¯nÂ
hnizmk¯nsâ I®pIfneqsS Is¯p¶
A\p`hw DmIWw. CXmWv F½mhqknse
injy·mÀ¡ v e`n¨Xv. hn. tXm½mÇolm
D°nXs\ It¸mÄ kt´mjt¯msS ‘Fsâ
IÀ¯mth Fsâ ssZhta’ F¶v hnizmkw
Gäp ]dª Xpt]mse \ap¡ pw ]dbphm³
km[n¡ pt¼mgmWv “Cu clkys¯
kt´mjt¯msS R§ Ä kvacn¡ p¶p” F¶
{]mÀ°\ AÀ°h¯mbn¯ocp¶Xv.
DbnÀs¯gpt¶ä IÀ¯mhv apdnthäh\mWv
DbnÀ¸n\ptijw {]Xy£ s¸« IÀ¯mhv
AhnSps¯ kl\¯nsâ ASbmfamb
XncpapdnhpIÄ injy·mÀ¡ v
ImWn¨psImSp¯p. (tbml. 20:20).
AÄ¯mcbnÂ C¶v k¶nlnX\mIp¶
Cutim \ap¡ pthn acn¨v alXzt¯msS
DbnÀs¯gpt¶ä IÀ¯mhmWv.
shfn]mSp]pkvXI¯nÂ
tcJs¸Sp¯nbncn¡ p¶Xpt]mse kzÀ¤¯nÂ
alXz¯nsâ knwlmk\¯nÂ
‘sImÃs¸«Xmbn tXm¶p¶ Ipª mSp
\nev¡ p¶p’. (5:6) hn. IpÀºm\bnÂ
IÀ¯mhnsâ acWhpw alXz]qÀ®amb
D°m\hpw IuZminIambn
k¶nlnXam¡ s¸Sp¶p. hn. IpÀºm\bnÂ,
kl\§ tfäphm§ nb IÀ¯mhv
k¶nlnX\mWv. ]s£ k¶nlnX\mIp¶
IÀ¯mhn\v C¶v kln¡ phm³ km[n¡ bnÃ.
AhnSp¶v alXz¯nemWv k¶nlnX\mIp¶Xv.
\ap¡ pthn acn¡ bpw DbnÀ¡ pIbpw C¶v
alXz¯nÂ k¶nlnX\mbncn¡ bpw sN¿p¶
IÀ¯mhnsâ Znhyclky§ fpsS
HmÀ½bmNcWhpw A\pjvTm\hpamWv hn.
IpÀºm\. AXpsImv IÀ¯mhnsâ ImÂhcn
_enbpsS am{Xw A\pkvacWambn«Ã adn¨v
IÀ¯mhnsâ Znhyclky§ fpsS apgph\pw
HmÀ½bmNcWambn«mWv hn. IpÀºm\sb
\½Ä a\Ênemt¡ Xv.
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Life of Paschal Mystery
Through the sacraments we participate in the
Paschal Mystery that is commemorated and
celebrated on the altar. St. Paul explains baptism as
our participation in the death and resurrection of
Christ and as a call to live with Him in the newness
of life (Rom. 6:1-4). Through the sacraments we
not only participate but are also strengthened to
live the Paschal Mystery of Christ. Our Christian
life is the life of Paschal mystery. St. Paul says: “I
have been put to death with Christ on His cross so
that it is no longer I who live but it is Christ who
lives in me” (Gal. 2:19-20) and “we carry with us in
our body the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus
too may always be seen in our body” (2 Cor. 4:10).
These words of St. Paul remind us that as
Christians we are called to live the life of the
Paschal Mystery of Christ.
Encounter the Risen Lord
Our participation in the Paschal mystery helps us to
strengthen our hope in the second coming of
Christ. The first one is an already past event in
history the second is still to come. But in the
Qurbana both the past event and the future
fulfilment is made as a present celebration and
experience. Like the two disciplines of Emmaus,
our celebration on the altar should give us an
experience of having encountered, through the
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eyes of faith, Jesus who died and rose again for us.
As St. Thomas met the risen Lord he expressed his
faith and joy in these words ‘My Lord and my God’.
When we too have the same experience we will be
able to pray ‘rejoicing and glorifying ... we celebrate
the mystery’.
The Risen Jesus is the wounded Jesus
As Jesus after the resurrection appeared to the
apostles He showed them the marks of His
wounds as the sign of His passion and sufferings
(Jn. 20:20). Christ who is present on the altar is one
who died and gloriously rose again. As we read in
the book of Revelation, before the throne of glory
stands ‘a Lamb that seemed to have been
sacrificed’ (5:6). Qurbana is the sacramental
representation of the death and glorious
resurrection of Christ. In our Qurbana Jesus is
present who suffered for us but Jesus who is
present cannot suffer today. He is present in His
glory Qurbana is the commemoration and
celebration of the mystery of the death and
resurrection of Christ who is present today in His
glory. Se we can not explain Qurbana only as the
commemoration of the sacrifice of Christ on
Calvary but as the celebration of paschal mystery
especially His resurrection. Whenever we
participate in the Qurbana we experience the joy of
His resurrection.

20
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Jeremiah was born into a religious home in the
kingdom of Judah. His father, Hilkiah, was a priest. The
family lived in a town called Anathoth, not far from
Jerusalem. Maybe, Jeremiah's parents thought he
would also become a priest. But God had other plans.
At the time of Jeremiah's birth, God's people were not
living according to God's Word. Nearly everybody, from
the king down to the most humble worker, worshipped
false Gods - even in God's own holy Temple! When
Jeremiah was a young man, God spoke to him. “I knew
you before you were born,” God told Jeremiah, “and I
planned then that you will speak for me.” God's call
seemed to scare Jeremiah. “Ah, Lord God!” he cried
out. “I cannot speak, for I am a child.” He was more
than a child - he was twenty years old. But Jeremiah
didn't think he could speak out of for God against the
wickedness all around him. “Don't be afraid,” God
assured Jeremiah. “Go wherever I send you. Say
whatever I tell you to say. I am with you and I will
deliver you.”

will not hear them when they cry to me for help.”
Jeremiah warned the king he would lose t he battle with
the army of Babylon. The king was angry and threw
Jeremiah in prison, Jeremiah kept on preaching and
trusting God. After he got out of prison, Jeremiah again
preached to the king and the people that they should
turn back to God and put their trust in Him. This time,
the king had Jeremiah lowered into a deep muddy
dungeon. But God was at work in the king's heart. He
secretly rescued Jeremiah and asked him what God
wanted the king to do. “Go into captivity, and God says
you will live,” was the answer. The Babylonian army
conquered Jerusalem and all of Judah. They pulled
down the walls and all the buildings and burnt
everything. God said that His people would go into
captivity for seventy years and then He would bring
them back to the Promised Land.

Then God did something special. God touched
Jeremiah's mouth. God gave Jeremiah strength and
courage and wisdom. He spoke out boldly, reminding
people that God loved them and wanted to help them.
But nobody listened to him. Not even the king. Even the
priests got angry and told him to quit speaking about
God. There were also false prophets who said that
Jeremiah was not telling the truth. Jeremiah reminded
the people that, about a hundred years before, the
northern kingdom of Israel had abandoned God. Their
enemies, the Assyrians, conquered them and moved all
of the Israelites to distant lands.Now the people of
Judah, the southern kingdom had abandoned God. The
enemy armies were already on the march! Would God
allow His people to be conquered and to be taken into
exile too? The people trusted their idols. Could idols
save them from their enemies? No! Only God could
save them. The people got so angry at Jeremiah that
they made a plot to kill him. But God protected His
servant.
Finally, God said something that must have shocked
Jeremiah. God said, “Don't pray for these people. I

Source: www.m1914.org Bible for Children
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Read the chapter 1 from the book of
Jeremiah and answer the following
questions:
1. Jeremiah was a young man when God
called him to be a prophet to many
nations. Before what event did God tell
Jeremiah He knew him?
2. What were the first two signs God
showed him?
3. Why did Jeremiah think he wasn't
qualified to be a prophet of God?
4. Jeremiah was born only a few miles
north of Jerusalem. Where?
5. Why did Jeremiah say that the judgment
day was near and it would be terrible?

THE CALL OF JEREMIAH
The following puzzle is based on Jeremiah
1:4-10. Find the words given below, present
either horizontally, vertically or diagonally.

rescue
child
came
womb
send
formed
nations
hand
plant
speak

appointed
destroy
word
Lord
build
command
mouth
born
prophet
afraid
Source: www.sermons4kids.com
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CREATIVE PROMPT
Jesus is visiting your home tomorrow.
What would you cook for him? Why?
(Answer in about 200 words. The most
creative, well written answer would get
published in the next issue)

Send your answers for all the activities
to lanternkidsroom@gmail.com before
20th July 2019. Selected winner names
would be featured in the next issue.
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Benedict XVI: The Church's unity is
stronger than internal conflicts
Courtney Grogan/CNA
“The Pope is one, it is Francis,” Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI said in an interview with an Italian
magazine published by Corriere Della Sera June
28. “The unity of the Church has always been in
danger, for centuries,” Benedict said. “It has
been for all its history. Wars, internal conflicts,
centrifugal forces, threats of schisms.”
“In the end the awareness that the Church is and
must remain united has always prevailed. Its
unity has always been stronger than internal
struggles and wars,” the pope emeritus
explained.
Italian journalist Massimo Franco interviewed
Benedict XVI in the Vatican gardens on the feast

Forced abortion decision overturned
on appeal, according to reports
Catholic News Agency
A controversial UK court decision to force a
disabled woman to have an abortion has been
overturned on appeal.
In a decision reportedly reached June 24, the
English Court of Appeal, consisting of Lord
Justice McCombe,
Lady Justice King
and Lord Justice
Peter Jackson,
overturned the
previous ruling of
the Court of
Protection.
Mrs Justice Nathalie
Lieven imposed the
original decision on
June 21 in the Court of Protection in England,
which hears cases involving the legal and
personal affairs of people judged to have
diminished mental capacity.
Lieven ruled that a forced abortion was “in the

of Corpus Cristi June 23, but only published a
few direct quotes in his five-page magazine
article about the meeting. Concerns which the
Italian journalist implied were met with answers
that emphasized the importance of Church
unity, noting “Benedict's obsession with the
unity of the Church … is more acute than ever.”

best interests” of the pregnant woman, over the
objections of the woman herself, her mother,
and her social worker. The woman, who has
not been identified, is reportedly in her 20s and
is of Nigerian descent. Both she and her mother
are Catholic, and the court heard that they
objected strongly to the abortion on religious
grounds.
The decision on appeal comes after thousands
of people signed a petition urging U.K. Health
and Social Care Secretary Matthew Hancock to
intervene in the case. Two Catholic bishops in
the U.K. had also spoken out against the
decision. The online petition, started by Right
to Life UK June 22, has received over 75,000
signatures since it was posted.
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Question:
WHY IS THERE NO REFERENCE
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT?

joint mission of the Father's Word
(Jesus) and Father's Breath (Holy
Spirit) remains hidden, but it is at
work. Neither is fully revealed but
both are already promised, to be
watched for and welcomed at their
manifestation. So, for this reason,
when the Church reads the Old
Testament, she searches there for
what the Spirit, speaking through the
prophets, wants to tell us about
Christ.

Answer:
Hello, is it me you're looking
for?
It is inconceivable that the Holy
Spirit is absent in the Old Testament
(OT), but if you did a word search, it
would throw up only 3- verses that
mention him explicitly. What could
be the reason for this remarkable
restraint?

Progressive revelation:
St. Gregory of Nazianzus, the
Theologian, explains:
“The Old Testament proclaimed the
Father clearly, but the Son more obscurely. The New
Testament revealed the Son and gave us a glimpse of the
divinity of the Spirit. Now the Spirit dwells among us and
grants us a clearer vision of himself. It was not prudent,
when the divinity of the Father had not yet been
confessed, to proclaim the Son openly and, when the
divinity of the Son was not yet admitted, to add the Holy
Spirit as an extra burden, to speak somewhat daringly. . . .
By advancing and progressing "from glory to glory," the
light of the Trinity will shine in ever more brilliant rays.”

Era to era:
Jesus, on his part, reveals the Holy
Spirit only little by little, alluding to
him in his teaching of the multitudes,
in speaking to Nicodemus, to the
Samaritan woman, and in a few
other instances. Only towards the
fag end of his earthly ministry does
he explicitly promise the coming of the Holy Spirit, the
“Spirit of Truth”. The Holy Spirit has indeed come (at
Pentecost) and we now know him; he will be with us
forever as our teacher, reminding us of all that Christ said
to us, bearing witness to him and leading us into “all
truth”. Thus we see a smooth and measured transition
from the era of the Father (OT) to the era of the Son
(Gospels) and onto the presently running era of the Holy
Spirit (Apostles, Church).

Seek and you will find:
For Team Lantern,

In the OT, the Father is definitely the main character. The

Mr. A.F. Thomas,
Borivli Parish
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Kalyan Eparchy Youth
CHOIR MASTER'S MEET
FOR FR. SUNNY MEMORIAL
CHURCH CHOIR
COMPETITION 2019:
The Choir Master's Meet was
conducted on 16th June 2019, at
Bishop's House, Powai, which was
attended by around 45 choir masters.
A special 'Training of Trainers'
session was taken by Sir Jerry
Amaldev, where Sir enlightened the
choir masters about the roots of the
church choir, explained it's true
essence, and gave a few handy tips
for transforming them into
wonderful choirs; while teaching a
few hymns.This was followed by a
detailed discussion about the rules
for this year's competition for
enhancing the quality of competition.

RAIN CAMP 2019:
Rain camp is a residential camp exclusively
held for the working and graduated youth of
our diocese, with a trek being the highlight of
this event. This year Rain Camp is to be held
from 26th July to 28th July at ARC, Panvel. This
camp promotes fellowship and bonding
amongst the elder youth and promises to be a
stress buster from their busy work schedules,
with lots of adventure.
Contact your Dexcos for further details.

LEADERSHIP TRAINING CAMP (LTC) 2019:
A one day camp, exclusively for the youth executives of all the parishes in our diocese
will be held at different venues like - Borivali and Andheri zone on 30th June, Kalyan and
Navi Mumbai zone on 7th July, Pune and Nasik on 11th August. This camp strives to
develop leadership skills in our youth
through various interactive sessions,
games, activities and group discussions.
There will be a special session on
Catholic Social Teachings.
Motivational in it's own way, this event
focuses on moulding the parish and
forane executives into better leaders and
instills in them confidence to face the
different problems that crop up at
parish and forane levels. This camp also
gives them an opportunity to be
acquainted with each other, in order to
increase fellowship and unity.
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Altar of St. Mary’s Church, Badlapur

SHANTI NIKETAN

Centre for Familial Retreat and Counselling
‘Shanti Niketan’ is a new initiative by Eparchy of Kalyan in collaboration with Capuchin Fathers
from St. Thomas province, Kerala.
This centre will be functioning at the newly blessed ‘Marian Enclave’, situated at Katrap Village,
Badlapur East. It is envisaged to be a centre completely dedicated to the service of families,
especially young couples.
Shanti Niketan offers the following programmes to provide spiritual support to families
especially couples, working youths and students to face the problems at different stages of
life.
Following are the programs we are planning for faithful at Shanti Niketan.
• Weekend one-day retreats.
• Residential Retreats from Friday evening to Sunday evening for married couples.
• Counselling open to all who face various problems
• The spiritual centre always opens for confessions, spiritual direction and recollection for all
the faithful, priests and religious person.
Marian Enclave is equipped with all facilities and it can accommodate up to 30 persons for the
residential programs. It is easily accessible by road or rail. Katrap Village is situated at
Badlapur Katai Road. Autos Available from the Badlapur Railway station to Katrap Village.
Let us take that extra step to complete the missing chords of love and peace in our families. Lay
down our stress and burdens of the chaotic busy life in Mumbai and experience peace
provided in abundance by the Almighty God.

Address: Shanti Niketan Marian Enclave
Near Vedangee Building,Katrap Gaon,
Badlapur (East) Thane Dist - 421503

Director
Fr. Joseph Anil OFM Cap
Ph: 8129717743

Dr. (Fr.) George Vattamattam
On the successful completion of his Doctorate journey.
We wish you luck for all your future endeavours.
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