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SEEKING
GOD'S
BLESSINGS

he examinations of students, who
I are at different levels of study, are

at hand. The performance in these
examinations is very significant in the life
of a student as the result one gets remains
with them all through their lives. These
exams and their results are also the
stepping stones to the next level of study
and/or building a cateer in life. At this
juncture, from my personal experience, let
me tell my student-youngsters that secking




God's blessings is the most important thing for
success as they prepare themselves for, and write
their exams.

Let me recite a verse from Psalm 67 that has
become a part of receiving blessings in the
tradition of the Church: “May God be gracious
to us and bless us, and make His face shine upon
us” (Psalm 67:1). This Psalm is a short psalm
with seven verses, but it is an important one, as
this was the prayer that the priests in the tradition
of Aaron used to pray while blessing the people
of Israel. The blessing goes like this: “May the
Lord bless you, and keep you; and may the Lord
make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to
you; may the Lord lift His face upon you, and
give you peace” (Numbers 6: 24-26). The Bible
verse we took now ends with
the word “peace” (shalom),
which would imply peace,
happiness, harmony, fullness,
wholeness, wellbeing, welfare
and tranquility. These come
together to mean “shalom”,
which our students need now
to perform well in their
examinations. This prayer of
the Bible is an inspiring one
for all those who seek God's
blessings.

I am convinced of one thing
in my academic life: without
God's blessings, one cannot
be successful. Even the
failures in life I have had,
God used/uses them as tools
to make me successful in due
course of time, according to
His will. God placed us on
this planet to be productive
and increase the talents He
has bestowed on us.
However, to succeed in our
endeavours, we must have
God's blessings. I might be
good at studies, smart at
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Seeking God’s blessings
is a great sign of faith and
hope in God.

doing things well, and perform well in
examinations. But there is a series of processes
involved after students write their exams. The
examination papers go through different levels
of evaluation and tabulation before the final
result is declared. The process takes place in
different hands and levels. In the book of
Proverbs, it is said: ““Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to Him,
and He will direct your path” (Proverbs 3: 5-6).

Secking God's blessings is a great sign of faith
and hope in God. We learn from the Bible that
God's thoughts are with us in every major atea
of our life. God knows the human condition. He
knows what we lack in life. He knows what we
are in need of. He knows that we need His help
in making progress at important junctures of our
lives. Let us take “refuge under His wings” and
He will keep us “under the shadow of His
wings” (Psalm 91: 4) so that we succeed. I wish
all the best for all those who appear for different
examinations, and pray for your great success.

Let us remember that we “can do all this through
Him who gives us strength” (Philippians 4: 13).
Baarek maar ('Bless us, Oh Lord' in Syriac
language).

Rev. Dr. CD Sebastian MST

Professor, IIT Bombay
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10 ACADEMIC COMMANDMENTS

for Students and Parents

What has been your experience with students during the exam season?

Generally students get in to the serious mode of

studying just 14-15 days prior to the exams. Instead of
revising the chapters which are already learnt, they try
to do new topics just a few days before the exam. This

creates a lot of confusion and stress among them.

Many of them come up with doubts from topics which

were done in the beginning of the term. This clearly

What tips you would like to give to parents

and students to combat exams better?

FOR PARENTS:

1. Should keep a track of your child’s studies
onaregularbasis.

2. Prepare a study timetable and see to that it is
implemented.

3. Provide the child with a well-balanced diet to
combat stress.

Motivate the child on a regular basis.

5. Always be intouch with the teachers. Ask for
ways and methods on how to improve the
performance of the child.

6. Children should be kept away from social
media as itis amajor source of distraction.

7. Encourage themto do better every day.

Do not compare your child’s performance
with anyone else.

9. Reward the child by gifting him/her good
books to read. This will inculcate good
reading habits and improve vocabulary.

10. Provide a good study environment at home.

shows that regular studies have not taken place. They
are awake till late night and some even have sleepless
nights before the exam. Some of them do selective
study and then tend to go blank during exams. Many of
them go through bouts of anxiety and depression. All
the stress bottled up within them is vented out in one
form or the other.

FOR STUDENTS:

1.

€9 9

Regular studies is a must. Prepare a study
timetable. Do not keep anything for the last minute.

Have a well-balanced diet.

Develop a good rapport with your teachers.
Request them for more guidance and academic
help.

Do not study for long hours. Keep taking breaks in
between as this willimprove concentration and help
in retention. Breaks should include any outdoor
activity as this will refresh the mind.

Every test has to be taken seriously. Even small
tests will helpin covering the vast portion.

Mistakes that happen during tests should be
rectified and not repeated.

7. Sleep well before the exams. No late nights.
8. Aimforagood percentage & work towards it.

Continuous revision of topics will help in retention.

. Be focused and avoid all distractions especially

mobile phones.

Sr. Ann Bahy

Principal, St Mary’s High School, Andheri
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MANAGING A HEALTHY LIFESTVLE
DURING EXAMINATIONY

Dear Children,

A brand new year is here, and while we are
done with celebrating Christmas and
welcoming the New Year, it's time to begin
with preparations of a different kind. Yes... it's
that time of the year when we are getting close
to the exam season.

As students, you do put in a lot of effort in
managing your timetable and making sure that
you are thoroughly prepared. This can mean
studying long hours, burning the midnight oil,
snacking, etc. At times, these also lead to
compromising on paying attention to our
physical and mental health.

'A Healthy Mind Resides Within
A Healthy Body.'

As much as exams are about knowing the
subject, it is also about having the alertness
and awareness or simply said “our presence of
mind.” For this, it is imperative to ensure that
while we are in pursuit of our academic goals,
we still find time to work on our physical and
mental health.




Physical Health

* Getting adequate sleep: While staying up

late or waking up super early may seem like
the right thing to do while prepping for
exams, it is also important to make sure our
minds are well rested. Usually 7 to 8 hours of
sleep is recommended, but there may be
individual variations.

Maintaining a healthy diet: Exams are
usually associated with stress, which also
leads to sugar cravings. This can lead to
bingeing on junk food which gives us instant
gratification but then also leaves us craving
for more. It is important to have a healthy
diet which includes servings of fresh fruits,
vegetables, whole grains, pulses and dry
fruits and nuts. Instead of snacking on high
calorie foods, try options such as a handful of
peanuts, roasted chana, cucumber, dry fruits,
etc.

Adequate hydration: Something that is often
overlooked is drinking enough water. In
order to stay alert, we do end up drinking tea
or coffee way more than usual. While it does
keep us alert, it also causes dehydration. It is
also recommended to have fresh fruits rather

than juices, since juices are higher on sugar
and lack fibre.

Daily dose of physical activity: Physical
activity sometimes takes a step backward
during exam time. However, there is
research which says that 30 minutes of
physical activity daily can do wonders for
managing our stress. Physical activity
releases endorphins which are stress busting
hormones. This could mean playing with
friends, cycling or anything that gets you on
your feet and gets you moving.

Mental Health

While we can be well prepared for our exams, it
is still a stressful period for all those involved.
Here are some pointers on working on your
emotional and mental health during this
challenging time.
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Practice some form of meditation daily: This
could mean praying on your own, reading a
few verses from the Holy Bible and reflecting
on it or just choosing a space where you
could sit for as little as five minutes for quiet
reflection.

Embrace your feelings: Exams can lead to a
roller coaster of emotions. You can feel
confident, calm, worried, overwhelmed,
anxious all within a short span of time. While
you reflect in your alone-time, observe these
feelings as they rise. A feeling that is termed
as 'negative' is as important and real as a
'positive' one. It is natural to feel the way you
do, and bringing that acceptance itself makes
one feel less weighed down.

Find a way to manage your feelings:
Different methods may help different
individuals reach a similar goal. What
works for one may not work for another.
This could mean writing down your
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thoughts in a journal, talking to a close
friend or parent. For some it could also
mean going for a walk, practising deep
breathing or listening to your favourite
music. Feel free to explore what works for
you.
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* Set goals and be optimistic: We all plan to
finish a certain portion within a certain
span of time. But chances are we may not
be able to meet our expectations. At such
times, it helps to look in detail at the things
we did manage to achieve. This could mean
focusing you having helped a friend study,
the portion you did manage to finish etc. At
the end of the day, review how your day
was. This will also let you have insights into
something that didn't go too well, and aid
you to make the necessary changes.

While exam results come with marks and
rankings, please remember that we are not
competing with each other. Your only
competitor is “YOU”. It is about being better
than your own previous performance. You are
your own benchmark. Don't compare yourself
to others.

NOTE TO PARENTS:

While our children prepare for exams, let us try
not to compare them with other kids. Each child
is unique and special in their own way. While
we want our children to be open to us and reach
out to us in times of need, it is also important
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that as parents, we always hear them out with
an open and non-judgemental mind. As much as
it is important for children to be relaxed and
maintain a healthy lifestyle, the same is much
needed for parents as well. This is because our
kids may not always listen to us, but they are
always watching us. These pointers need not be
something that should be done only during
exams. Trying to incorporate these tips into our
day-to-day lives will make it easier to follow
them when we need it the most.

Dr. Mary Kuttikadan

is a developmental pediatrician based
in Vikhroli and also facilitates workshops
for EQ for children and caregivers
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KEEP
CALM

AND

STUDY
IT'S EXAM SEASON!

It's that time of the year, when students
freak out and parents... well, parents freak
out even more. If you want to know what
happens during the exam season, just go
near a school and you will find parents of
children of all ages, milling around and
talking about how they are worried about
their children's studies and their
apprehensions about their results. Exams
are a part of our lives now, and we have to
face them - there are no two ways about it.
Quite often, kids end up putting off studies
towards the end of the term due to many
activities happening in schools and

otherwise, or just plain laziness, leading to
anxiety during examinations. This ends up
being stressful for parents and children.
Below mentioned are a few ways to ease
this stress a little bit.

1. Study well in advance: [ know, it's a no
brainer, right? Preparing well in
advance is the best way to avoid pain
towards the end. Having a plan for
your studies helps. Children putting in
consistent efforts to study are better
prepared, but they have to follow a
plan. Strategizing on what
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topics/subject to focus more on, helps.
Additional effort can be given to those
topics that are difficult for the child to
grasp. Parents have to sometimes take the
lead in prodding or encouraging their
children towards these.

. Get into a disciplined timetable/rhythm: A
detailed and disciplined timetable method
that includes time for revision needs to be
made. This ensures that no part of the study
portion is left undone, and everything is
covered, including revision of all subjects
and topics.

. Get plenty of sleep: Many a time, kids are
so stressed about exams that they do all-
nighters, and end up being groggy and less
focused during the actual exams. Some are
so tired that they nod off during the exam or
even collapse. Sleep deprivation during this
season could lead to illnesses as well. The
timetable should follow strict sleep timings
too.

. No social media: Shut off social media

during this time. It's just a matter of a few
weeks, and being off social media will
ensure that you are able to focus on what's
important - studies.

. Nourishment: Have well balanced meals

and stay off junk food. Drink lots of water
and stay hydrated. A well-nourished body
supports the mind during this stressful
time. Also, home-cooked food will ensure
that you do not fall sick due to bad food.

. Get moving: Exercise. It increases overall
blood flow, including to the brain,
increasing oxygen supply, which is known
to aid better learning.

. Create a revision plan: Revision is a way to
go through all aspects of topics. At the last
moment, it may not be possible to read
every lesson. A revision plan ensures that
major studies are done early leaving enough

10.

11.

12.

13.

time for a quick go-through at the last
moment.

Break down the content into bits: Long
hours of study on one topic can often lead to
exhaustion and boredom. It will be wise to
break the content down into manageable
chunks, and take small breaks in between
studies. It is a good plan to follow the 50
minutes of study and 10 minutes of break
routine. You could of course, tailor it your
requirements, as long as breaks are not too
long.

Prayer/meditate: A good prayer/meditation
session helps you focus, get much-needed
energy, recharge and seek the blessings of
the almighty in your study endeavors.

Study groups can be effective: Group study
techniques are known to increase a child's
learning provided the group is small and
serious about the study. A group can help
each other through questions, discovering
points of interest and talking about it along
the way, encouraging each other. Care
should be taken that the discussion doesn't
move to a non-study topic.

Make short notes: Making compressed
notes about the topics can be very effective
to go through on the previous day of the
exam. Instead of going through the entire
lesson content, short or abbreviated notes
can help you go through them much faster.

Solve past papers: Solve as many past
question papers as possible. Continuously
practising writing will ensure two things -
one's writing speed increases, and the
exercise builds a certain tactical sense or
muscle memory into the process, making it
easier for the child during the exam.

Organize/declutter: A cluttered study area
can have a negative influence on the child. It
can lead to a feeling that the study or
preparation is also not organized and is
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Shut off social media during the *
exam season. It’s just a matter

of a few weeks, and being

off social media will ensure

the kids are able to focus on
what’s important — studies.

messy. It can bog the child down with a
negative aura and thus impact their
performance.

Quick revision before sleeping: An
effective learning strategy is to do a quick
revision of what you have studied during
the day before going to sleep. It reinforces
the information learnt during the day
leading to much better recollection later.

No multitasking: Keeping it simple is an
excellent mantra to have. Study one topic at
a time, do not multi-task. Don't go from one
subject to another randomly. As discussed
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earlier, have a plan.

16. Make plans for after the exam: This is the
best tip of all. Make a plan to have a good
time after the exam - could be going on a
trip, movies with friends etc. It acts as an
incentive to give your best for the exams,
and also ensures that you know there will
be enjoyable times later for the hard work
you are putting in now.

The above list is not exhaustive, and choosing a
strategy for a less stressful exam time will

depend a lot on the situation specific to each
student. Nevertheless, the points mentioned
above could potentially help you go through it
in a more healthy manner.

Joyce Isaac
Nerul Parish,
Career Coach and

b
)..;[ Study Abroad Consultant
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Br Ditto Thomas Thottathil

Papal Seminary, Pune

The perspective with which students
approach examinations has changed
much these days. The seriousness
with which the past generation
approached examinations is now an
old story. From my two yeats’
experience with students, I have
observed that students do not
consider exams as a serious matter
as it used to be once.

May be this is due to a shift in the
understanding of society about
education. The focus has changed
from marks to skills. We hear people
saying that the score you get is not
the end of the world and counsellors
motivate students saying that marks
do not matter but skills and talents
matter. This is a shift from what the
petception of education used to be
10 or 20 years ago.

Most of the students are very tensed
about exams and they ate so
sensitive that they are not able to
handle the situation as they get
afraid of facing failures. To combat
exams better, students should build
up their mental health so that they
will be able to handle any situation
with required maturity. Moreover
spiritual growth and healthy
relations with parents and peers will
help them.

F.)
Shobi Varghese

MC Road Parish, Catechism Headteacher

It has become a common norm to be tensed as
exams are approaching, especially Board exams. A
little tension is really good as it helps one to work
harder, but too much is never good as it leads to
many problems, physically and mentally. Some
children get fever or go blank when they are writing
the exam. The best part is we can avoid all this stress
if we plan our studies systematically. Even if a child
hasn’t studied the whole year, he/she can still do
good if some wise measures are taken during the
study holidays.

e Each subject must be given due importance. You
can never get an overall good percentage if the
score of one subject goes down.

e Remember to sleep maximum for 8 hours. Sleep
is very important to retain whatever has been
studied. In the remaining 16 hours, you can study
10 -12 hours daily.

e Allot time to at least 2-3 subjects daily. Don’t
study only one subject. It makes you wary and
concentration power will decrease.

e The spare time of 5-6 hours should not be
wasted on mobile or television, but it should be
spent on recollecting whatever is studied till then.
This can be done while walking, cycling, bathing
or helping one’s parents at home. This way of
recollecting will help the child never to forget
anything that has been studied.

e Solve previous years’ exam papers. This will
help to scale down tension during exams.

These few key points will help to face exams without
any tension.
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Bhandup Parish, 2nd Year MBBS Student, GMC, Mumbai

My experience in preparing for NEET was a journey that I got to
learnalot from.

| had taken admission in KV IIT Powai and Aakash coaching class.
I had college 5-6 days a week after which | had coaching, sparing
me very little time to study my own. Therefore, | had to make sure
to optimize my time to get the best out of what | studied. | found
time to pursue activities (mainly sports) that | had a passion for,
which according to me is crucial. Although study is the main
priority, it is very important to spend time with friends and family
who will give reassurance that even if you fail, you have them by
your side, which keeps you from spiralling out and losing hope. |
also practised meditation 4 to 5 times a week which helped me to
relieve some stress and be more attentive. | practised questions
almost 50% of time and practised solving numerous test papers to
familiarise myself with the process.

Tips for Students:

» Familiarise yourself with the test pattern and timing by giving
mock tests so that when it is exam day, you will be in control
of the test.

» Be active in classes — take notes and ask questions, it helps
build a good rapport with the teachers.

o Eat healthy and exercise (sports) — keeps you active and
increases your concentration (avoid over-indulgence).

e Follow a proper sleep schedule getting at least 7 hours of
sleep daily — important for retaining information and
optimizing waking hours.

e Don’t expect absolute perfection from yourself —try hard and
try the bestto achieve the goals you have setfor yourself.

Tips for Parents:

» (Create anambience thatis most conducive for studies.

¢ Provide healthy and nutritious food.

e Give enough freedom to children so that they can make
mistakes and learn from them.
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Rhea Alex

Mankhurd Parish, 2nd Year
MBBS Student, LTMMC, Sion

My journey to medical college
was not so smooth, but it was
the most memorable path I've
ever walked. I've laughed, ctied,
panicked, but with God's
blessings and my parents' help, I
could reach where I am today.

Advice to Students:

Make a timetable and follow
itdiligently.

Keep solving practice test
papers (even if unprepared)
within the time frame.

Take a look at all the
questions after the mock
test, solve the wrongly
answered ones and the ones
in which you are not sure of
the conceptor method.

Keep asking all your doubts
to your teachers.

Never procrastinate.

Advice to Parents:

Don't let your anxiousness
be seen to your children.

Trust them with their plans.

Never compare them with
any other students.
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Siddhant Soymon
Kharghar Parish, 1st Year BTech Student, IIT Patna

Your experience of preparing for your most critical
exams:

[ had nurtured a dream to secure admission in lIT since |
was in IXth Std. | joined an lIT-JEE coaching class for a
non-Integrated course after Xth Std. In the beginning, |
was attending the coaching classes regularly and
managing well alongside my Std Xl CBSE curriculum, but
as time passed, it was getting difficult to handle both
simultaneously. So, | focused on my CBSE board exams
and fared well with 94% marks; however, | didn’t score
wellin JEE. Though my ranks in Kerala entrance and MH-
CET were very good, | didn’t join any engineering college.
[ rather decided to pursue my dream. | took a year’s break
and joined Brilliant Study Centre in Kerala. | worked really
hard that one year. Attending the lectures and doubt
solving sessions, and appearing for regular tests and
online model exams were of immense help. And, finally it
happened! | obtained a good score in JEE and secured
admissionin IIT Patna.

A few tips you would like to give to students to combat
exams better:

e The best way to deal with exam stress is to prepare
well, be confident, and be positive about the results.

e Make a time table, follow the time table, and take
breaks during the study time.

e With regard to entrance exams, do not follow too
many books or study materials but get the concepts
very clear, solve many test papers, and learn from the
mistakes in the mock tests.

e Findtimeto relax: listento music or play any sports.

Parents can be a great support for their child by positive
reinforcement, helping the child to relieve stress,
boosting the child’s confidence, and not comparing their
child with others.

Sharon Babu
Mulund Parish, 3rd Year BCom Student

Your experience of preparing for your most critical
exams:

As a child, | had developed a habit of regular studies
and following a fixed schedule. Still, when exam
season nears, high degree of stress leads to
disruption in my exam preparation.

For others, it might be just an exam, but for me it was
an opportunity to make my future much better. Prayer
and meditation helped keep my mind relaxed. |
appeared for mock tests which helped me analyze
and see where | stood and boost my confidence and
overcome my mistakes. Talking to my parents helped
reduce the fear of failure. | took breaks at regular
intervals and used to read my favourite novels to
redirect my thoughts. | understood that a mild degree
of anxiety and stress may be stimulating and
motivating and can help bring out the best in me.
Focusing on my strengths and positive thinking
helped me face the exam season and tackle the
pressure that comes with exams.

A few tips you would like to give to parents and
students to combat exams better:

Exams should not be a do or die situation but a win-
win situation as it helps to find out the real skills,
talents and knowledge of the students. | would
suggest parents and students to celebrate exams like
festivals. Prepare delicacies which would lift up the
child’s mood as it was in my case. Students must be
made aware about the importance of exams and how
it is going to affect their future. Parents must spend
time with their children and talk to them. Understand
that every child is unique; so don’t compare. It’s not
the marks but the knowledge the child gains that
matters.
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Hima Thomas
Tikujiniwadi Parish, 2nd Year BSc (Physics) Student

Your experience of preparing for your most
critical exams:

When it comes to exams, | am little nervous to be
frank because | think it is inevitable. Itis obvious
that people are expecting good results fromus and
S0 we are driven to think that exams are a burden.
However, | knew somehow that | must be strong
and confident about myself and my preparations.
Initially it was hard because, to have such a
mindset a lot of struggle is needed. These exams
might be crucial but there are even bigger exams
coming my way, for my future self. Being
optimistic about stressful situations always leads
to success. So, | had to change my perspective
towards exams that, they are just a mere grading
of my knowledge, and study to have knowledge
and notto have straight A's in your marksheet.

A few tips you would like to give to parents to
combat exams hetter:

It is certain that parents will have a lot of tension
regarding their child’s exams, because itis what is
going to determine which stream their child is
going to choose for their future endeavours. But, |
would like to say that being tensed is not going to
help increase your child’s performance. What
they need the most during exam times is your
support as their guardians, so even if they feel
exhausted or demotivated you can console them
in a way that they themselves feel the urge to ace
their exams better. So as the saying goes ‘Take it
one day at a time, never rush’ everything will be
fine. If we are slow at pace. After all what matters
is quality not quantity. So believe in your child’s
ability and move ahead.
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Neethu Antony

Airoli Parish, Catechism Teacher

To Students

* Do your best in studying and leave
the rest to God.

e  Study for every exam. Don't pile
up things. Getting stressed without
putting in your efforts doesn't
make any sense.

e Although these marks you get are
important but it is not everything.
It just gives you an edge over
others to get your desired course if
you score well. Your life is not
totally dependent on these marks.

To Parents

* Encourage students to learn and
set goals for each day. Make it a
habit so that you make them ready
for their career, and their future.

* Setrealistic, achievable targets.

¢ Reward them even for their short-
term achievements if done well.

To Students and Parents

*  God has a plan for each and every
one of us. He will lead us in the
right path. Trust in His
Providence. So before choosing
the path, pray to God to let us
choose the correct one according
to His plan for us.
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Remission of Debts and Forgiveness of Sins

For the Forgiveness of Sins

In the Epiclesis we pray “May this Qurbana grant
us remission of our debts and forgiveness of our
sins: St. John reminds us “The blood of Jesus,
His Son, purifies us from all sin” (1 Jn. 1:7). At
the time of institution of the Eucharist Jesus said
“this is my blood which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins” (Mt. 26:28). For the
forgiveness of our sins Jesus shed His Blood and
died on the cross. We receive in the Eucharist
Jesus body broken and blood shed for us.
Because of the merits of the redemptive death
of Christ through the Eucharist which in the
commemoration of the Paschal Mystery we are
made worthy to receive the remission of our sins.

The Holy Spirit and the remission of sins

St. Thomas Aquinas teaches us that because of
the merits of the passion and death of Christ,
through Eucharist, God gives us forgiveness of
our sins (Sum. Theol. 111, 76, 3). In our Qurbana
this prayer, “may it be for the remission of our
debts and forgiveness of our sins” is repeated
several times. Here in the Epiclesis ‘we pray for
the remission of our sins’ as an effect of the
coming and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

It is the Holy Spirit who gives us fruits of
communion including the remission of sins. We
see the remission of sins as related to the holy
Spirit. When Jesus appeared to the apostles after
resurrection “He breathed on them and said:
Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you
forgive they are forgiven” (Jn. 20:22-23). Here in
our Qurbana too it is significant that it is after the
prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit that we
pray for the forgiveness of sins. this prayer
followed also by the rite of reconciliation where
the community will pray “Lord forgive the sins
and offence of your servants”.

The Eucharist and the Remission of sins

In the book of Isaiah we read “one of the
Seraphs, holding in his hand a live coal which he
had taken form the altar ... and said: see now
your sins is taken away” (6:0-7). St. Ephrem,
Narsai and Theodore consider this burning coal
taken from the altar as the figure of the
Eucharist. They say that here the priest blots
away the sins of the people through the
Eucharist.

In the second Kusappa prayer of the priest
recited at the time of the signing of the hymn
‘holy, holy, holy” we see this prayer: “clean us
who are unclean and sanctify our lips”. This is to
be understood in relation to the experience of
Isaiah. As a response to the prayer of Isaiah
expressing his awareness of sinfulness, his sins
were bloted out through the burning coal. So too
the sins of the worshiping community is forgiven
through the Eucharist.

Sanctify our Lips

In the prayer of the priest after the rite of
reconciliation and before the prayer Our Father
we see this prayer “forgive the sins and offences
of your servants and sanctify our lips to praise
you”. This also has reference to the experience
of Isaiah whose lips were sanctified by the
burning coal. This experience should in turn be
the experience of each one in the community. So
too the priest before the communion takes the
sacred host in his hands and prays “O Lord, let
your body bring me not condemnation but rather
remission of debts and forgiveness fo sins”. In
our Qurbana there are several prayers imploring
remission of our debts and forgiveness of sins
through the Eucharist. It is through the working
of the Holy Spirit that we receive forgiveness of
sins in the Eucharist.
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Pope sets special day to honor,
study, share the Bible

Pope Francis has set a special day to the
celebration, study and dissemination of the word
of God.”

The newly established “Sunday of the Word of
God” is an invitation to Catholics across the
world to deepen their appreciation, love and
faithful witness to God and his word, Pope
Francis said.

By papal decree, the third Sunday in Ordinary
Time is to be observed as a special day devoted to
the Bible study.

A day dedicated to the Bible will help the church
“experience anew how the risen Lord opens up
for us the treasury of his word and enables us to
proclaim its unfathomable riches before the
world,” the pope said in the document
establishing the special Sunday observance.

Pope appoints first woman
to senior Vatican role

Pope Francis has appointed Dr Francesca Di
Giovanni as under-secretary for the Section for
Relations with States. She will be responsible for
the multilateral sector.

Born in Palermo in 1953, Dr Di Giovanni is
currently an official of the Secretariat of State,
where she has worked for 27 years.

With the appointment of Dr Di Giovanni, the
Section for Relations with States has two under-
secretaries: Di Giovanni will work alongside
MsgrMirostaw Wachowski, who will continue to
work primarily in the area of bilateral diplomacy.

This appointment marks the first time a woman
has had a managerial position in the Secretariat of
State.

Christians persecuted in Nigeria amid deafening silence

- e—
. Il

“Every day,” says Father Joseph Bature Fidelis, of the Diocese of
5 Maiduguri, “Our brothers and sisters are slaughtered in the streets.”In
a dramatic appeal to the papal charity, “Aid to the Church in Need”,
Father Fidelis says the situation in northern Nigeria continues to
deteriorate for religious and for the faithful who are under attack by
fundamentalist Islamic militants.
His latest appeal follows the abduction of four young seminarians in
the city of Kaduna, in north western Nigeria. Itis the latestin along line
i of attacks and murders of Christian believers there. An estimated
1000 Nigerian Christians were murdered in 2019 alone for their faith.
Some 6000 of them have been killed since 2015.



Philippine Church appeals for solid

One of the most active volcanoes of the Philippines,
Taal Volcano, in the middle of a lake about 70 km
south of the capital, Manila, has been spewing smoke
and ash since the second week of January. The
government has ordered about half million people to
evacuate from within a 14-km radius of the volcano.
Catholic churches in the Philippines have joined
their fellow citizens in providing much-needed
disaster relief to people hit by the eruption of the Taal
Volcano.

The Catholic Bishops” Conference of the Philippines
(CBCP) called on dioceses to acts of charity and
solidarity in the midst of “this difficult situation”.
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arity for volcano evacuees

Catholic population of S. Korea
grows by 50% in 20 years

The Catholic Church in South Korea has
steadily grown over the past two decades
according to a study by the Catholic Pastoral
Institute of Korea (CPIK) of the Catholic
Bishops” Conference of Korea (CBCK).The
number of Catholics has increased by 48.6 per
cent, from 3.9 million in 1999 to 5.8 million in
2018 and today they make up 11.1% of South
Korea’s some 51 million population.The
Catholic Pastoral Institute of Korea is urging
the Church in the country to reflect on its
missionary thrust and reconsider the direction
of “domestic evangelization”. The number of
priests increased 52.2 per cent from 2,972 to
4,456 over the same period.

Pope to WEF: human person the
centre of integral development

As the annual meeting of the World Economic
Forum got under way in Davos, Switzerland,
Pope Francis urged the world’s public and
private sector leaders of their responsibility for
the integral development of all by placing the
human person at the very centre of public

policy.

The message of Pope Francis was read at the
annual meeting of the World Economic Forum
by Cardinal Peter Turkson, Prefect of the
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development.

The January 21 to 24 meeting on the theme,
“Stakeholders for a Cohesive and Sustainable
World”, marked the WEF’s 50th anniversary.
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ESSAY WRITING CONTEST

The Diocese of Kalyan is celebrating “Year of Communication and Social Media”
(YCSM) from June, 2020 to June 2021. In line with this theme, the organising committee
invites you to participate in an Essay Writing Contest on the following topic. Entries can
be sentin English and /or Malayalam.

Social Media” (YCSM) from June, 2020 to June 2021. In line with this theme, the
organising committee invites you to participate in an Essay Writing Contest on the
following topic. Entries can be sent in English and / or Malayalam.

Language  Theme
English : Right Usage of Media : The Catholic Perspective
Malayalam : 2M)aH§6nITW6BBS]@3 A0W N6BBS)OS als:

The essays (In Pdf / word / Jpg format) should not exceed more than 250 words and
should be emailed to kalyanmediacell@gmail.com on or before 15th March, 2020.

Any member of the Eparchy of Kalyan is eligible to participate in this Competition.
Essays shall be judged on the basis of substance, content, originality and adherence to
the theme. The panel judgement shall be final.

Prizes worth Rs.10,000/ - along with consolation prizes shall be awarded to the winners
on Inaugural day of Year of Communication and Social Media” (21st June 2020) by His
Excellency Mar Thomas Elavanal. So wear your thinking caps, and hurry up!

Kalyan Mathrusangam

Kalyan Mathrusangam has been selected as the
Best Diocese amongst 26 Dioceses of Syro
Malabar in and outside Kerala and bagged the
second position in the best unit contest held by
the Syro Malabar Mathruvedi, International.
This position was announced during the Annual
General Body meeting held at Alphonsian
Pastoral Centre, Palai on 23rd and 24th Jan 2020

KMS executives along with the Director Fr
Benny received the Shield from His Eexcellency
Mar Jacob Murickan , the Auxiliary Bishop of
Palai Diocese. Over 120 members from 21

Diocese had attended the function and witnessed
the ceremony.

KMS team came back with the shield and a token
of appreciation from Diocese of Palai and with
lots of fond memories




We must carefully distinguish between the different
meanings of the words theory of evolution (TOE) in order
to give a clear and correct answer to this question.

As a scientific hypothesis: TOE, as a scientific
hypothesis, does not consider the present species of
plants and of animals as forms directly created by God,
but as the ‘descendants’ of species existing in former
geological periods. Hence it can also be called "the theory
of descent”. This has no conflict with the Christian
conception of the universe; for Scripture does not tell us
in what form the present species of plants and of animals
were originally created by God.

As a philosophical conception: TOE as a philosophical
conception considers the entire history of the cosmos as

an harmonious development, brought about by natural .*

laws. Here too there is no conflict with the faith, for God
could have produced the universe by a single creative act
of His will (eg. Big Bang) and then left its natural
developmentto be dictated by laws implanted in it by him.
The very firstwords of book of Genesis: "Inthe beginning
God created heaven and earth"highlight the fact that God
is the prime mover, or “first cause” of everything.

Atheistic evolution: TOE as described above,
acknowledges a law giver, but there is another school of
thought which denies the existence of a Creator and
bases itself on random chance. Yet, we see the entire
universe to be operating under some distinct laws.
Doesn’t that itself point to a law giver? Thus the“chance
based theory” falls even before it can stand. Moreover, it
cannot explain how life first originated because the
spontaneous/independent generation of a living being
from non-living matter is nowhere observable in nature.

KNOW YOUR FAITH S
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The atheistic TOE also rejects the existence of spiritual
soul. The Church on the other hand teaches that the body
might come from pre-existing matter but the soul is
immediately infused by God at the moment of
conception. Soul doesn’t ‘evolve’.

Darwinism: Finally, we come to Darwinism, a TOE
according to which the breeding of new species comes
about by the process of ‘natural selection’ or ‘survival of
the fittest’ in the struggle for existence. It tends towards
atheism, since it denies God any role whatsoever in the
way that genetic mutations happen.

Redacted from The Catholic Encyclopedia (New Advent)

Mr. A.F. Thomas,

I For Team Lantern,
Borivli Parish



Activity: Nehemiah

Fill in the blanks, choosing words from the word list and
then fit the words from the list into the Stack-a-word puzzle
on the next page. Read the chapters 1 and 2 from the Book
of Nehemiah for reference.

Nehemialived inthe palace at Susa. He was a cupbearer for King and wanted to go back to
to rebuild the city’s broken . The city were
ruined, too. They had been burnt. The king gave permission to returnto his country.

, who lived near Jerusalem didn’t want those walls to be rebuilt. He joined with other
and and tried to stop the work. In front of the army of
, he made fun of the workers who toiled hard. One of the men said, “If a
- go up, he shall break down their stone wall.” But Nehemiah and his men just

went on working on the walls and . They worked with one hand while they held a

ora in the other. Some men held . One
man stood guard, next to Nehemiah. He had a and was to and
blow it if there was danger. All of the men were obeying Nehemiah’s command to -and build.

They knew God was with them.

Finally the wall was finished. Nehemiah counted all the people who lived in Jerusalem. There were 42,360, not counting

the servants. He counted the animals too. There were 736 besides mules and camels. Nehemiah
offered a of thanksgiving. Then, the scribe, brought out the Book of the Law and read
the -to the people. They wanted to celebrate the feast of . The people went
out to the hills to get olive and , and palm branches.
They promised to serve God and to bring offerings of , ,
and fruit. The Levites were to bring the for the offerings to the
--- 0or . The priests were to get some of the offerings, but a part
was also for those who would inthe Temple.
Word List
Qil Sing Walls Prayer Horses Nehemiah
Fox Wine Tower Shield Myrtle Jerusalem
Corn Arise Gates Nobles Vessels Sanballat
Ezra Watch Spears Rulers Trumpet Artaxerxes

Pine Sword Booths Temple Samaria Ordinances
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Send the answers to the three activities to lanternkidsroom@gmail.com Kids” corner, compiled by
Please mention your name and parish name in the body of the email. Elizabeth Dimal

1. Daniel Bijudas Porathur, St. Mary's church, Malad East

Lu c kv WI n n e rs 2. Immanuel Anthony, St.Thomas Cathedral, Kalyan West.

of previous issue's 3. Jeslyn Josy, St. George Church, Nalasopara
LT, 4. Riya Sibil, Amala Matha Church, Mulund
ACtIVItV. Word Search 5. Elton Noble, Little flower Forane Church, Nerul
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“Mom and Dad, we say a golden thank you to both of you as

we celebrate your golden wedding anniversary. May God

grant you good health to enjoy the fruits of your labor!
Happy golden anniversary!”

_ __5 OH @Viﬁ{ﬁ{mg quwama'z

Sons: Joemon, Joji & Jiju
Daughter-in-law:
Sunita, Shiny & Silja
Grand Children:
Abhishek , Rohan, Keren,
Elishma, Mirielle, Jerome & Ivan

St. Francis of Assisi Nagar

d H[Véi‘fﬁ/y

End February 2020

50 years of marriage
It shows the love and commitment,
May everv memory that vou share of
dreams you have seen come true,
- help make the special golden day Al
:happynnefarynu Happy Gela
urloving parents

With love and prayers
Son: Biju & Joju
Daugher: Siji (Late) «
Daugher-in-law: Laly .!‘. She@
Son-in-law: James

~ Grand Daughter: Christine

Immaculate Conception Church,
Dombivli




MANGALA CARGO GORPN.

HOUSEHOLD PACKERS & MOVERS
AoNGE SIBBNI BBIBaIBN.AMD

mleosg3es alg3mILMmemBae &alals MI(W&B30 alIWEE Q2D 13den
9OMEMILMICOMIS)o DMB.HI0MEEMISYe 38! DMWIM aPailesw)o
DO S03M@MIe @RlOS O&IMINGIM@IMI0 MRS MAlailenis:.

Contact:
C. L. DAVID VALAPPILA
9323196882 / 9821222065
Dombivali
8879229738
i Thane Shop No. 1,
. 9167534571 Trishul Terraces,

Ll i Plot No. 36, 37,
Branch Office: Sector 20, Koparkhairane,

Kannur, Calicut, Trichur, Ernakulam, Navi Mumbai - 400 709
Kottayam, Kollam and Trivandrum Tel.: 022 - 2754 6884

e SALES, SERVICES & AMC Solutions For Commercial
Projeciion DRDJ ECTD RS Venus Joy : 3022162443

World www ProjecfionWorld, ln

Vile Parie: A st & Beeke | SORE 1624 49

mre Azrvireei - B2 BOE6 82

Cuminrss Ows | 7788 B34 48




f{.,. 3%/ Death Anniversa

24/02/2020

A light from our house is gone,
a place Svacant in our home,
A vaoice we loved is stilled,
which never can be filled.

>

Fondly remembered by
Husband: Joshi Puthoore
Children: Maria, Savio,
Pappa, Mummy, Siblings
;Jl}_'er Family Members

Bhandup / Powai

12th Feb. 2020

Separation is a wound
that no one can heal
Remembrance is a gift
that no one can steal

No longer in our lives to share ’;,,-‘ v
But in our hearts . i ’ Q
You are always there. o

fc’?té Death Aniversar: Vi

ot Fondly remembered
el Deeply missed by:
Mum, Dad & Sisters




\ Fair/27/162/50/righthand ambutated above
elbow in an accident / M.Com Passed in
1st class / Presently Workingin CMACGM
Shared Service Centre (1) Pvt. Ltd. Mumbai.
| Parents from Kottayam / 9892418854 /
7738539664 / kjosejoseph1957@gmail.com | GOC201851835

Wheatish (Syro Malankara), 28 / 147 /65 /
Master in Human Resources / Presently
working as HR Administartor / Parents
from Pathanamthitta / 9967906819 /
8689926101/ snehaskariad1@gmail.com

. GOC202058074

Thalassery /9869989866 /
cithomas53@gmail.com
G0C201853259

Wheatish 31 / 173 / 70 / Bachelors in |
Economics / Presently working as
Manager in UBS / Parents from
Ernakulam/Thrissur/9769661336/
agnelkariyattil@gmail.com
\.GOC201957325
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Fair/23/160/57 /B.Tech. Electronics and
Communication Engineering / Presently
wotking with MNC / Parents from TCR /
9943108714 19489576749/
wilsonfrancisp@yahoo.com
GOC201957368

Medium Fair 30 / 5.6 / 50 / MBA in HR /
Presently working with Reliance, Mumbai/
Parents from Thrissur / 9892312790 /
9769001531

ashfa91@hotmail.com

G0C202058348

Fair, 33 /170 /63 / Pursuing Post B.Sc. /
Presently Working as Staff Nurse with
Hinduja Hospital / Parents from Kasargod
19689649386 /9605983376 /

| mathew.robin007@gmail.com

GOC201957446

SM Boy / Medium /29 /172 /79 | Engg. |
Diploma in Industrial Electronics / Working
with Govt. PSU / Settled in Mumbai /
Parents from Thrissur / 9869235430 /
9757261549/ befrancisbm@gmail.com
.G0OC201956658

o
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1st Qurbana- Ulhas Nagar

Parish day - Mahakali
3rd Minor Seminary Class - Panvel
4th Monthly Recollection - ARC
5th Junior Priests Meeting - Panvel

BBHUPS
AR

FEBRUARY - 2020

7th CHAW Meeting - Andheri
MPC Class - ARC

Qurbana - Wagle Estate

2nd Communion & Confirmation - Goregaon (W)

6th Communion & Confirmation - Kalewadi

8th Communion & Confirmation - Dombivli

9th Communion & Confirmation - KaIamboIP
Communion & Confirmation - Airoli

10th Minor Seminary Class - Panvel

11th-12th Priests Meeting - ARC

13th-20th CBCIMeeting - Bangalore

21st Curia Meeting
22nd Qurbana - Pen
23rd Communion & Confirmation - Mankhurd
24th Minor Seminary Class - Panvel
Ash Monday
26th Curia Meeting




5% Death Anniversary Of Oun Beloved

ﬂey walk beside as everyday,
Unseen, Unkeard, but abways near,

fﬁ‘ﬁfﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂ" fﬁﬁfﬁfmm{w dear,,

Wife : Rosily George ?
Daughter : Lija Ajeet
Son : Genu George

Son-in-lLaw : Ajeet Cherian

Dauvghter-in-Law : Axilia Genu -{z_
Grandchildren : Aaron, .

KﬁTTiKADAN OUSEPH Adriel & Allen
GEORGE Friends & Relatives
Born : 28-01-1950 Died : 11-02-2005 . .

St. Bartholomew Church,
Kalyan East

7 pyﬁﬁz‘% zﬁ/nHrV@m‘m}y

10th Feb, 2020

MO & T2 AT
| ﬁr atl that Jput Ve bee o us,
j‘mf all rﬁmﬁ Jpu have b rfjm* s,

/
fm' all !ﬁaﬂl puare..
e love pu
1 Anthony, Jessy George, Sheena,
Kavin Nathan, Elisha
\
Mrs Ala::r!mma Mr. Francis KonikKara Philip, Mary,
14th Rbad, Chembur. | Steve, Sera
/ Mob:'9869260367 |
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Karonya Trust pamc:pmbd inthe thhEdntmn of TMM 2020 with the support of 150 Runn:n: and 350 Dmurs Musu:r Vighal
Kadali from Kuderan (Tribal Village) achieved 13th position in 10K Run at TMM. Earunya Trust won the 15t Edition of
Chanty Corridor Congest winning Bs. 5000 as Cash prize.
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