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The Link between Arts, Religious
Faith and Community Cultures:
A Sociological Perspective

All religions, arts and sciences are branches of the same tree. All these
aspirations are directed toward ennobling man's life, lifting it from the sphere
of mere physical existence and leading the individual towards freedom.

- Albert Einstein

eligion and Art have from the very

beginning occupied a major place in

human experience. They are, indeed,
two of the most important evidences of
culture, and till date no civilization has
failed to develop art forms along with their
respective religious rites or beliefs. Religion
consists of the rituals, ceremonies, beliefs,
and actions that people engage in when




they try to interpret
human experience and
the world in
accordance with
forming a relationship
to transcend over to an
immanent divine
presence or being. Art
is the collective of
images or processes
that painters,
musicians, dancers,
poets, film makers, and
others who work
within a tradition of
skill, and according to
aesthetic principles,
create for the purpose
of interpreting human
experiences. In this regard, religious art or
sacred art is artistic imagery which uses
religious inspiration and motifs and is often
intended to aid in uplifting the mind to
experience the spiritual.

How do the Arts Contribute to
Religion?

The arts have always been used to express the
nature and being of the divine, for e.g., in
Christian liturgical services. What is their role?
Do they simply enhance certain texts,
meanings, and feelings? Are they essential to
our perception of the divine?

1. The arts, due to their strong emotional impact
and ability to connect immediately and directly
with our perception, prior to conceptual
thinking, can enhance any area of experience,
including religious experience.

2. Both natural and artistic beauty is capable of
evoking what is called the sense of
transcendence, or the presence of some deeper
divine principles in the world. This means that
the rules and principles of art are beyond us or
transcend us, thus possibly indicating the
presence of a higher principle (e.g., the divine)
in the universe. The arts are used for these
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purposes by most religious traditions, but
specifically in the Christian tradition by the
Eastern Orthodox and Catholic traditions.

Art and Religion as Inseparable
Elements of Culture

Primitive cultures of the world have shown us
that art and religion are inseparable elements of
culture, where the two are integrally connected
with each other and with the whole cultural
process. Art and religion manifest themselves
as harmonious forces within a culture, and their
inter-workings exemplify a wider cosmic truth,
the truth that every part of an organic whole
bears an intimate relation to every other part.
Those who regard art and religion as forces that
should work together as they do in primitive
cultures are therefore essentially correct in their
opinion of the unity of purpose and action that
links art and religion.

Humans understand the inter relatedness of art
and religion primarily through the role of these
two in their own local communities. Primitive
people did not comprehend a world as vast as
the one we know or live in today, nor did they
envision a world that demanded interaction
among people of complex and diverse cultures.
Their art forms and symbols were formed
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consequently, in relation to local religions and
local cultures, and were adequate for the local
situation where the symbols were intended to
function.

Can Art be Considered as the
Handmaid of Religion?

Some hold the opinion that religion is the
primary and authoritative norm against which
all other views, including art, must be
measured. Religions such as Christianity, Islam,
and Judaism have adopted this outlook at
various points in their respective histories, and
some of their followers still operate under this
outlook. The opinion that art is the handmaid of
religion works to incorporate art into the said
religion and also negatively to exclude images
that do not fit within religion. Thus, this sort of
outlook promotes that art arises and operates
within the context of a religious faith; is
subordinate to the aims of the religion; is used
primarily for the promotion of religious aims
such as worship, and for religious educational
purposes.

Christianity’s approach to art, particularly in
stages of the religion’s development prior to
1300, is an especially clear instance of the
subordination of the arts to religion. During this
period, Christian art was considered as being
the “bearer of the sacred” and the works of art
were seen as objects functioning within
Christian life. There are, however, artworks
originating within the context of religious faith
that transcend the boundaries of religious faith
because of their superior aesthetic qualities or
their universal themes.

For instance, Gerard Manley Hopkins, a
nineteenth century poet and a Jesuit priest,
wrote from within the Christian faith. Hopkins
often incorporated religious subjects in his art
of writing poetry, but his poems unfailingly
speak to the world and defy the constraints that
this outlook imposes upon the relation of art
and religion. Even the most religious of
Hopkins’ poems exhibit values that transcend
the boundaries of his particular religious faith,

and it is not necessary to share Hopkins’
religious faith to appreciate the artistic power
and depth of insight into life that has
manifested in his poetry.

This outlook ironically brings art and religion to
the point of separation. Religion places art in a
subordinate role that is ultimately incompatible
with the autonomy of art. Art is by necessity a
free and autonomous activity that is capable of
discerning truth and meaning in its own right,
without subjecting its perceptions to the
measure of religion. Like any other form of
creative activity, art can have differences of
opinion in the interpretations that it gives to
events. But such differences in artistic insight
are not and also should not be changed by
subordinating the perceptions of art to the
judgment of religion, as if the latter were a
superior partner.

In the context of Indian Christian traditional art
forms, especially those that are performative in
nature, there is a rich and divergent
amalgamation of these entities ie. art and
religion. The interesting bit here however, is
that most of these art forms have had their
genesis and propagation within the church
itself with the aim to reach and spiritually
entertain the Chriistian community in Kerala
and to then propagate the forms globally. To
this regard, the movement and acculturation of
traditional Christian art forms in Kerala over
time and its attempts at being accommodating
of alternate contemporary art forms as well is
commendable.

Jerin Jacob

is an educator, social entrepreneur,
researcher and writer. She is a
parishioner of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara Church, Kandivli East.

TOUCH HERE
TO LIKE, SHARE & COMMENT ON THIS ARTICLE ONLINE
AT www.thekalyanlantern.com



http://www.thekalyanlantern.com/post/jerin-jacob

DVEUDD HHBAIOIR OO
a)ailewoato (alMoWilaj®)o
LB ELNHSW)o DaldHS]
RIOS®)A6M. aldBo &P)H1W
Gajo¥)o aldalo &HAlajCaloP)o
@M@ MUemanEmIeg
el 96n2owlo)yam).

‘200 2D’

<ﬁ:&|0¢ﬁ:0(00)%|0(0)0c6:3(80?

COVER STORY

|l¥\LYAN LANTERN | APRIL-MAY 2020

i
._,i
1

o8 Myasislajo®eoo AISOO
MmMOW@1EH) MO ©OBAI0 &H6MR)
(9@Bal. 1, 31). MUYHSIBHBM0

a)BOIEEID ‘BLI08:00003 EREAMIBALG.
663U af)MM HLRIVEHIOM. HOBAOWION]
#a190l0)MoeN) (AIRIMTMIOR aldndenig]ajo
D)OT3 @RATEE) al(EAIOSOBTIORI MVDMBOIEUDOR
QOO M0 HIEMYMD. DD BIIBHIONY
®)SBSHLOWOEN 630G BLI0MVaHSIwlano
BRI0HOOMIRN0 MO0 E06MIMMM.

21)5)AlL)OTD GEIAD HaH6Mo BB®:IMNE
2)016QI@BOYM a)2I00E)PLI06M AWEMVoW @0
ald®0)(M@). GRIGATIN! afQal}o AEMINNORIW
Moo Bo@3UGIV@3 mlamow)am)ealm
aN@emMoeMIQEI@3 @B A0
6636®IS|o}OBHIMNE GRIMal MdaH Al
G000 BOBHOYIMENE. DDEUDI HOBAUEIR OB
a)ailEUdato (alMoWilaj®o HLOGEIRNeSW)o
DalaHER)OSWM06M. aldBo HP)BIWEA[I9)o aldalo
£::012JGaj09)o @RAIMIEE MIEMaD@TONE B>al
2620010}, ‘@203 ad:d
BHRIDHOOMLO®OE)BRI?

@O UTlatjM@O0)0 @SBMM). alClay Hel



_‘ COVER STORY
KALYAN LANTERN | APRIL-MAY 2020

(Blnd@adfleom (almowles)om O@%GBTB@O@G)'].
#sefled ael AlWlAd &oWle)o AI0Be)E:u3
66N el allutl ®sesrl. acdl®ene)o,
2aHldh)g)0, UOSE ald@O )0 AY)SSAICIELISE)
068E1020lom)88 20880 aM).
6805)6882/)0103 6H05000 aleMIWoNd alm

(S O)-0Blaty@ ‘e®on’ que aULnoailaj®)o.

MEWYHS @RBIMIB)HEITE BOM)Eal0IMSS
M2 1M U8 M@ )M @)
afll@seisglenoswosm). wnle:emdw)o

aelBemw)oe, Alud)RLOIESV)o, aldallW)EsW)o
alflvolomvlw)eswyo aflRI@IWO)eSW)o
DSWIERIBE aB@) EMOONO &SNl
e @REI2®Eeal 9aleonilafloym 20dYo
BL100)aleagosM). allvoiriles)mm)o
(A1BRI0aH]E6) M @)AOW VD0, B Qo
Q@000 20)880ICIGRIHE ald@M)
M@3HIUIMSS BOBYo HLIOO)IEBRSIHEMAT)
@GO @6 Ve AMMIIRIEe)HW)o
@0 1018 BHW)0 6§21 M),

aldoUB2l0@§Mogleno almemi®imoslelo &LIW)eS
QUBAB2YHe MR MEVS1WE1E6)M MVoRIAIMEUD
allnia@leeomoaM®e). $:0210l)0 GRG0
M0oenirRW] @R 1E:E186)aN LM §A06MD).
80600 &orlraigomlanoe mlaimlanio @RM)aHClaj)
GaloM@AOW HEI100)al6dBud Denzodlo)amealay
MDYEOCIWo0. BIRITTTIMIo MVoMIBHIOMHIM0
@M)MGla] HLI100)al6EBS)0 1006 a|SIBlee) 0.
@RAUWIE3 @M yo MIMMN)GalddE:)MAIW)o
@RRR=62]S)E86)MAI)0 D6NE.

Moo ERHWIBIEH)M BHOSITVAYaN0 BHEIO
OOAURAUDDIT3 af)M)o MVMIANOIEN. CHOS
66(HMOAUMAOEDIN OM@OW &0 1B e:03
26m2010)M). 20BNBE], alGlaln)5)Hs],
210{l5)MISd o ag)mMmlal aflal §B2a06EMEB3U3
20(@o.

DM @RAUGOEMEB:AIB U3 $)S060® all(@EEIW)o,
SHUOHB)0, OalN®:B)0, Mot l@)o ag
@Rl E006888)0

BOOOBEAOLNHHITVoMI &I

@0120WE)(M). OV HLIHOSAI00 Gal@M
ol
@ROIWMO(HAIM)AHOOMEBBEBSEN). ®YSABM)8S
#0L81021568BE1T8 DOODD® HLRIOD)al6BBS)o Mo
$SOnS)OM) @)S68E1W10)aM). GM@IW aclE)
BRI00)al6BBU3, HLOG:SIW)o GRIasIMIWIgal)o,
DD B0LIRISEBRSIEY (B1M®oM1E0)a]

MG aH(IGARI0aUEM @SS
9a1eoN1EO)M@IT TVE Glald@MVOaNMo
20(@62 M@BHIWF)88). and. GROW] G2IGEAIO1GS
@0IO@lofla) ‘Glalye00)6m) 2ldlMo @SSO
@M ©BIANOEMAIEM).

S0RI°ISAIMMMUE)2] 2001AIE)aM

Se1007T@ 808 VR af)aM)o
Blalo@aVallafleeymm)ens. aI8@M) AIeyaM
©AU®RIR0W)OS @BEI0)alld:BEOMIMUE]a]
HRIV0)IEBEOS DalEWINHAIS)ETmEMO.
HeEOmoaleed @B a)aleang’, RITVIY W)ET6)
D)@RIW HEOMIRNHEH MoRRISME U @RYWIM]d:
loenss M)alEudaHOIB &M @IHINY
2)1BHOQS)H6}M)eNE. allvdlorualo MV@OGWYAL0
Wwodenl& ENIOWAN0 MaBSOQIS)OTHITD AG®)
HLI00)all)o MIBE1EO0 af)MISS®OEN
MEW)eS MIalalds.

69600 MoMIEI0DHCEIGE)0
06ROl M@ IM)o @o1OMm
2MIRI0EN)M@IM)0 MER)ES @R)UOWEBBUB
Al AP Be)M@IM)0 aga)o 2O&aM Ol
HLI00)al6BBBMM @08 ®Bsenlal.
W)AU@RIROWYOS TV }-WEE2 20BNEBRUD
AlB)QUW EO)QAUIM BHRIOD)lBBUd @O o6
21 2j20@Wo. 2OBWYAL 0 LlEHIQNo MEMME:1TD

‘ag)ajoo mMIWITlen)o’. &omBAGIWIEE aloslw
©210)a8620608 a1)0)al)0)86)0 OI&IFMO®)o,
af® @)100flM)o (AIGaldBMAEMN). GRIOEMHIG3
MUY S|HHO ] BEMINOORIW BLI00)al6BRE]ED
alfl®)o @RAICMISISS (AleMWETH1Gd
mlamoWwlo)m)...

a0). SBlMBM’ 2369601&)210E3 MCBS
Bl @00)6my alaHmMa] rVEdowIo,
c000led WodAS HOBALDIMI(®
@168 DalBlaloMo MSTMYAN).

TOUCH HERE
TO LIKE, SHARE & COMMENT ON THIS ARTICLE ONLINE
AT www.thekalyanlantern.com



http://www.thekalyanlantern.com/post/coverstory-fr-jins

MALAYALAM
CINEMA AND

CHRISTIAN ART

This article is a listicle about films that in
various ways have touched the Christian and
the Malayalam cultural side of our lives.

As a church going Catholic, more than the
prayers it's the hymns that have drawn me, like
most other Christians towards the Church.
Hymns are a beautiful way to instantly connect
with God and here's a list of films where you
can listen to Hymns we all are familiar with.

Hymns that we STILL sing in church:
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Fr. Abel, the founder of Kalabhavan has also
penned some beautiful songs which has been
shown in movies such as the following;:

TRACK NAME MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE

Gaagultha Malayil Changaatham 1983

Pokunnu Njaanen Karmayogi 1986

Christmas Carols, enjoyed every year by
almost each one of us have also been depicted
in various films like:

TRACK NAME MOVIE NAME  YEAR OF
RELEASE
Nithya Vishudhayam Nadhi 1969
Nee Ente Velicham Miss Mary 1972
Nanmma Nerum Amma  Aparadhi 1977
Hymns which are popular:
TRACK NAME MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE
Njan Urangan Pokum Thommante Makkal 1965
Vishuddhanaaya Pearl View 1970
Vaazhthidunnithaa Samagamam 1993
Hymns that I hope actually
make it to church:
TRACK NAME MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE
Ennodu Koode Immanuel 2013
Sneham Nee Nadha  Charlie 2015

TRACK NAME MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE
Shantha Rathri Thuramukham 1979
Deepamey Unaroo 1984
Aaraadhana Nisha  Nokkethaa Doorath
Sangeetha Mela Kannum Nattu 1985
(Lathiri Poothiri)
Gabrielinte Guppy 2016
Some other hymns in films:
TRACK NAME MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE
Lokham Muzhuvan  Snehadeepame
Mizhi Thurakku 1972
Sathyanayaka Jeevitham Oru
Mukthidayaka Gaanam 1979
Nee En Sarga Kathodu
Soundharyame Kathoram 1985
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Further, we can see the positive depictions of
Syrian Bands & Palli Perunaal in some recent
films such as the following:

MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE
Amen 2013
Angamaly Diaries 2017
Porinju Mariam Jose 2019

Margambkali, a marriage dance form
traditionally performed by ladies during
Christian weddings also appears in a couple of
movies in parts, namely in:

MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE
Vazhunnor 1999
Kangaroo 2007
Seniors 2011
Charlie 2015
[ttymaani Made in China 2018

Chavittu Nadakam, a Latin Christian classical
art form is shown in the 2010 release 'Kutty
Srank wherein they perform on a story of
'Geevarghese Punyalan'

Chatteyum mundum, the traditional Christian
attire has been shown as being worn in various
films like Manassinakkare, Pothan Vava and
more...

Overall, what our Faith teaches us - to choose
Good over Evil is featured in some fun and
heart touching films like:

MOVIE NAME YEAR OF
RELEASE
Pranjiettan & The Saint 2010
Life of Josutty 2016
Kunju Daivam 2019

There are many more films and songs that can
be added to the above list and many more that
are yet to come. Even the latest film 'Varanne
Avashyamundu' has a beautiful and emotional
hymn in Tamil though - 'O Yen Eesa.'
Malayalam Cinema has a history of catering to
all kinds of people and Christians particularly
have their share of representation in a lot of
these movies. Be it as a helping natured priest
played by actor Thilikan in the 1987 release,
Unnikale Oru Kadha Parayam or the absolute
comical priest played by actor Innocent in the
1991 laugh riot film - Mimics Parade as Fr.
Francis Tharakkandam or, the comical yet
strong character played by actor Siddique in the
recent Ittymaani Made in China (2018) as Fr.
John Paul.

If you haven't watched any of the above-
mentioned films, then there is no better time
than now. Stay home, stay safe and while
staying true to your faith, spend some time
watching these movies.

A Sunita Vinod
is a parishioner of St. Kuriakose Chavara
Church, Kandivli East and has 18 years
of experience in the media industry.
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Fr. Binoj Mulavarukal

He is currently working in Rome as the
Co-ordinator for the Youth of
Syro-Malabar Church in Europe.

is a Preacher, Singer and Music Composer.
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For Team Lantern,
Fr. Shaiju Kattayath
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Praising, Worshiping
and Living the Catholic
Faith via Music

“Wherever | went, | started picking
up new action songs and would
teach whenever | got a chance.

It eventually became a part of me
and | enjoyed them too. For me,

it was not a mere pass time but an
expression of happiness to the Lord.”

Talent, is a gift as well as a responsibility
given to us by God. We use our strengths
and talents to work for God while through
our weaknesses and inabilities we become
testimonies of how God can work within
us.

It is through my parents that my brother
and I received the talent to sing. And to
me, music has always been my home. [ am
at my best when I sing or listen to good
music or when I get to meet people who
share a similar interest in music.

From an early exposure to Christian music
through my dad and uncle, coupled with
the immense opportunities and growth
that the diocese offered (through the
Catholic community, Catechism and Youth
ministries), music became an integral
element in knowing Christ and in my daily
worship. Whenever I had a chance to
animate the crowd or to lead them in
prayer, music was my most powerful
resource. Also, my association with Key
band has helped me to find several people
that share a similar liking for Gospel music
and for whom music is the invincible
fallback irrespective of any upheaval that
they have to go through. Through the
band, I got opportunities to perform at
several places, meet several people and to
share and be inspired by each others'
stories of faith.

Music connects with people and helps
them to express themselves to God in a
better way. Through the hymns we sing,
we subconsciously receive a lot of
reassurance and strength from God. In our
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quiet moments with God, there are
times when we are at a loss of words.
At such instances, a song or a strum
on the guitar aids to bring down the
barriers and enter into prayer. It
simply makes our prayers sweeter
for God's ears. Imagine someone is
requesting something from you
using words alone and compare it
with someone who has put music
into the said request, plays an
instrument and sings it with all of
their being self-immersed into the
song. With whom will you be more
pleased? That is the power of music.
The song becomes an offering to God
which contains one’s gratitude, fears,
happiness and their whole self.

When I was new to the youth
ministry, I got introduced to a
plethora of events. I ended up
helping with the singing most of the
time. There were times when I felt
that I was stuck to singing but later
realized that it was good to be stuck
to things that one is really passionate
about. Wherever I went, I started
picking up new action songs and

would teach whenever I got a chance.

It eventually became a part of me

and I enjoyed them too. For me,
it was not a mere pass time but
an expression of happiness to
the Lord. When some say that
listening to me singing helped
them to pray better or helped to
create an atmosphere for them
to pray, I feel my purpose being
served. While singing, a lot of
questions pop up in mind. Will
people like this song, should I
sing a song that will fetch more appreciation, is
the song being the focal point instead of God
etc. These thoughts are not uncommon among
those who partake in the choir. The best way to
be is to just surrender all such thoughts to God
and one will experience freedom and peace
while singing.

With changing times, the preferences in the
styles of music have undergone changes. The
likings of youngsters and the older generation
are different. Just like food, whether it is Indian
or Italian, all that matters is its nutritive value.
Similarly, Christ is served in each one’s
preferred style of music to nurture everyone’s
faith. Amidst all varieties and conflict of
interests, Christ is still relevant. What we only
need to ensure is that our focus is on Christ and
in serving him.

Steffy Rose Subin

is a parishioner at Christ the King Church,
Bhandup. She is a gospel singer with

KEY Band, Kalyan diocese and has represented
the band at many platforms including

Shalom TV and World Youth Day, Poland (2016).

TOUCH HERE
TO LIKE, SHARE & COMMENT ON THIS ARTICLE ONLINE
AT www.thekalyanlantern.com
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is a parishioner at
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"GETTING WISDOM
IS THE WISEST THING
YOU CAN DO

- Proverb 4:7
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5
his bible verse was the reason why I — e
started doing Christdoodles. The timing

was perfect. I was observing the Divine
Mercy Novena, which I have been doing every
year since the time I came across it a few years
ago. On the day of the Divine Mercy feast, I
received this verse from someone and I wrote it
down on an old sketchbook. It looked nice and I
ended up developing it more. I then one day
drew the first doodle on my phone of our Lord
with a cute little sheep on His side. I believe the

doing. Though it was just a simple drawing, I
shared it on Instagram and there has been no
looking back ever since.

Spirit of the Lqrd led me to start drawing, it Drawing bible-based art has always been
wasn’t something that I had ever planned on rewarding. It helps me communicate with God
better and get closer to Him. Even as a kid,
ABOVE ALL ELSE, when I participated in a painting competition

for the first time ever, I drew Jesus healing the
GUA RD lepers. I won the first prize. But I strongly
believed that it wasn’t the drawing that won me
rguieegmﬁg the prize but the Bible verse that I chose to put
on it: “Everyone who calls on the name of the
YOU D 0 Lord will be saved” Acts 2:21. We all have been
FLOWS FROM IT. given gifts by the Lord. Some can sing, some
can compose music. Some are good in elocution
and some are good listeners. But the thing is,
you will have to allow the Lord to work
through you and let Him do wonders and touch
people's lives. But one also must remember that
God chooses you. God chose Moses, who
couldn’t talk properly, or David the most lean
and probably the weakest of all brothers to
carry out His work on earth. He has a knack of

PROVERBS 4:23
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making a someone out of a no-one.

I have always asked Jesus to tell me
what [ needed to do, and I guess
Christdoodles is one of the many
things He wants me to do and keep
doing. So many of the ideas for the
doodles have been given to me by the
Holy Spirit while praying in the
Church. Some come to me while
listening to worship music and some
while reading the Bible. My family has
been so supportive of my initiative. My
mother used to always be worried
because she felt that I was straining my
neck and eyes while drawing on the
phone continuously. She feared that I
would get some neck problem. But it
has been two years since and I have no
problem whatsoever. Praise to God!

Christdoodles has also transformed my
life in so many ways. I am a firm
believer of “practice what you preach’
and every time I put up a doodle and
bible verse on social media, I reflect
and try to follow it myself. I think it is
very important that while I hope to
convey the bible verse to others, I also

need to firmly follow and practice what it says.
I remember one person on Instagram had asked
me how many times I had read the entire Bible
myself that I make doodles based on them. I
didn’t have any answer to give him, because I
wasn’t sure if I had. That day I picked up the
Bible and started reading from the beginning. I
took my time, line by line, chapter by chapter.
And I started falling in love with God the
Father. I started to understand Him better with
each passing day. It has been over a year since I
started reading, and I have only finished 29
books of the Bible!

Christdoodles, I believe and evidently see, has
brought so many people together. I know there
are people of different faith following the page.
It also has followers from other Christian
denominations. Art and music surely unite
people and my dream always has been that
people forget their differences and come
together to glorify and worship the Lord, even
if it is just through the mediums of art and
music! Just imagine how beautiful it would be if
all Christians unite and sing praises to the Lord
together all over! And as I write this, this is
happening due to the lockdown the world is
facing because of COVID 19.

In the end, all I would like to share is that we
are each God’s beloved. God loves to love us.
And we have been created to do just one thing-
to glorify and Love our Lord our God, with all
hearts, with all our soul and with all our mind.

www.instagram.com/christdoodles
www.facebook.com/JasmineLillyJoseph

Jasmine Joseph

belongs to St. Augustine’s Church,

Karol Bagh, New Delhi. She is the founder
and creator of Christdoodles, a faith based
initiative and enterprise that uses the medium
of Biblical doodle art to build and disseminate
faith narratives on digital platforms.
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Josemon Vazhayil
belongs to St. Thomas Catholic
Church, Vashi. He works as the
Art Director at an Ad Agency and
is the Designer at Kalyan Lantern.
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With all those in Heaven

We pray for the new life, in heaven. Our
Christian faith is oriented towards its final
fulfilment in heaven. The prayer of Epiclesis in
our Qurbana is primarily for the eschatological
fulfilment of our faith. We pray for “the new life
in your heavenly kingdom with all those who
found favour in your presence”. This can be
understood in relation to the prayer in the fourth
Gehanta ‘the just and holy father who found
favour in your presence’.

For the New Life

In the Eucharist we proclaim our faith that the
redemption in Christ will have its fulfilment in
heaven. The Eucharistic celebration is at the same
time the remembrance of the Last Supper and the
anticipation of the heavenly banquet (Rev. 19:9).
The words of Jesus reminds us of this future
fulfilment “I'tell you, I shall not eatit again until it
is fulfilled in the kingdom of God” (Lk. 22:16).
Through out our journey of life towards heaven it
is the Eucharist that deepens our faith and

strengthens us spiritually. In our Epiclesis we
pray to the Holy Spirit not primarily to perform a
miracle here and now but rather to make us
worthy for the fruits of communion to be
realized in the fulness of time. It is a prayer for
the eschatological fulfilment of our hope (ccc.
1405).

Eschatological

Our participation in the body and blood of Christ
should make us worthy to participate in the
eternal life with all those in heaven. This prayer
to make us worthy for ‘the new life everlasting in
heaven’ is often repeated in the prayer of our
Qurbana. This makes it clear that eschatological
dimension is important in our prayer. The
primary aim of liturgy is to deepen and
strengthen this faith in us. In this perspective
Theodore says that what we celebrate through
symbols in the liturgy gives us a foretaste of the
reality to be fulfilled in heaven. So all the prayers
and actions in the liturgy are on the one hand
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remembrances of the past event and are
reminders of the future fulfilment. The
Eucharistic liturgy makes present, through
symbolic actions, the effects of the past
redemptive actions of Christ and anticipates as
foretaste their future fulfilment. Historical past
and the mysterious future are made present in
the liturgy and the community is enabled to have
a share in them. Hence the Qurbana is the
memorial of the Paschal Mystery, the celebration
of the presence of the risen Lord and the
anticipation and pledge of His second coming,.

To Live with Hope

The community that participates in the Holy
Qurbana, at the same time make a memoriel of
the past event in faith, look towards the future in
hope and try to grow in the experience of the
present. These three dimensions of the Qurbana
is clear in the prayers and celebrations. Fist we
remember all the favours and blessings given to
us. We see in the prayer of the priest, after the
psalms “For all the helps and blessings you have

HOLY QURBANA - 86 (:: )
KALYAN LANTERN | APRIL-MAY 2020

bestowed on us and for which we can never be

grateful enough”. The prayer of Epiclesis as we
pray for ‘the new life in heavenly kingdom’, is a
time to look to the future with hope. But we make
all these a present experience as we recite in the
fourth Gehantha ‘we stand in your holy presence
and commemorate and celebrate the divine
mystery’. It is the Holy Qurbana that helps and
strengthens us to live our faith with firm hope
until its final fulfilment.

Hence we may conclude that in the Epiclesis we
pray primarily that all those who participate in
the Holy Qurbana may be worthy to receive the
fruits of Holy Communion. The important fruit
of our participation in the Holy Qurbana is ‘to
receive the Eucharist and be sanctified by the
Holy Spirit’. It is this gift of the Holy Spirit that
God gives us as the pledge of new life with all
those in heaven.

TOUCH HERE
TO LIKE, SHARE & COMMENT ON THIS ARTICLE ONLINE
AT www.thekalyanlantern.com
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Stay Home. | &’ CORNER
Stay Safe.
Stay Blessed. t e e s st

i
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Activity:
Lockdown Art

It is quite obvious that the COVID-19
lockdown has given us a lot of time to
explore the ‘artist’ inside us. Here is a
platform to showcase your art. A faith-
related painting, drawing, craftwork,
embroidery, any form of art based on the
theme. Kindly submit a scanned image or
a good quality picture of your artwork
along with all the relevant details such as
title of the artwork and a brief description
about the artwork.

Theme:
Faith during COVID-19

Send us your art created during the
lockdown to lanternkidsroom@gmail.com
The best ones will get featured in the next
issue. Please use the following format for
sending your entries:

Name:

Catechism Section:

Parish:

Your photograph (optional):
Title of the artwork:
Description of the artwork:



LOCKDOWN
TICKLIST

Here are some activities you can do
during the lockdown because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.Make sure you save
a digital memory of your work. Who
knows, years later, coming across these
memories will be little things that make
you smile.You are free to share a collage
of your lockdown creativity and fun to us.
The best entries will be selected and
published in the forthcoming issue of
Lantern.

St. Corona

Did you know that there is a St.
Corona?

She is NOT the patron Saint of the Covid-
19 virus and has no relation with the
pandemic or any infectious diseases, till
date. She is known to be the patron saint
of treasure hunters.

What is her story?

It is believed that Corona was the wife of a
Roman soldier. She was a Christian
herself, but she kept her faith a secret.

One day, she heard about a soldier, Victor
who was cruelly persecuted for
proclaiming his Christianity. “I cannot
keep quiet anymore”, thought Corona. She
wanted to do something to help the dying
man. She went outside her home, and
publicly professed her faith. She screamed,
“Yes, I am Christian”, and rushed to

Write your story or
draw a picture of how

you are feeling. Share
it with your family or
send it to us.
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Create an "I'm
thankful for.."
poster.

. Do a household

chore a day.

Make cloud dough.

Find 15 stories in the
. o ible whe opl

1 part hair conditioner Bible where people

were put in isolation

2 parts cornflour (food eg. Daniel in the Lion's

colouring optional) Den.

Victor's side. She knelt next to him and

prayed, letting him know, he was not
alone.

When the Roman judge got to know about
this, he immediately ordered her to be
imprisoned, tortured and killed. The 16
year old girl had to go through abusive
torment in the worst of its forms for
proclaiming her faith.

The word “Corona” means “crown”, some
believers relate it to as “martyr's crown.”
St. Corona's feast day, along with St.
Victor's, is celebrated on May 14.



KIDS CORNER

KALYAN LANTERN | APRIL-MAY 2020

Selected entries of

Writer Kids

Topic: If you were giving up something for Lent, what would it
be? Why would it be difficult for you to give it up? Write about
your personal preparation for Easterin 200 words.

Entry 1
THE JOY OF GIVING

Scientists have found that when people donate, it
stimulates areas of the brain associated with
happiness. They also believe that “giving” releases
endorphin, a hormone that boosts happiness and
reduces stress.

On my 16th birthday, | chose to donate the money
for my birthday dress to the church for a banner
“Walk with Jesus on the way”. During the Lenten
Season, this banner was placed beside the altar.
Every time | see the banner, | feel “the joy of
giving”.
During Lent, | chose to walk my way to the tuition
classes, to be able to save Rs. 20, each day. And
then, with the money, thus saved, on Sunday
mornings, | bought bread,
eggs and milk for a poor
family who came to our
church asking for help.
This tiny gesture of mine
. brought smiles on their
faces. Seeing them smile,
| experienced the true joy
of giving.

Through our acts of unselfish giving, we attune our
consciousness to that of universal abundance. As
a 16 year old, | may not be able to do great things
for the downtrodden. But | will continue to do such
small acts of “giving” with great love.

I wantto be the light melting away the darkness.

| want to be the rainbow after the storms in
others’ lives.

Shanelle Pallikunnath
Confirmation Section,
St.Joseph’s Church, Airoli

Entry 2

What did | do this Lent?
Was it difficult for me?

After | attended the Holy Mass on Ash Monday, |
thought to myself, “What should | do this Lenten
Season?” | jotted down what should be the
highlights of my Lent 2020:

It should:
-help me.

-be helpful to someone in

need. -
-be something that | have -« 23
not done before. A4
-be special. J
-be giving up something &

that | think | cannot live 2’ '

without.

After a few hours of thinking and reflecting, | came
up with my Lenten resolution. | decided | will keep
away from my mobile phone and will visit an old
age home.

Initially, | was hesitant and felt that | am missing so
much from social media. | fasted, prayed and
repented, and helped myself to stay away from the
phone. That is when | realized, man made
technology to control other things and make life
easier, not for technology to control over man. |
also visited an old age home and spent a great day
having a real face to face conversation with people
who were really depressed and lonely.

I letthe Spirit lead me into an emotional wilderness
to wrestle me out from my own temptations, by
staying with the Word of God, to sustain me.

Sherin Anthony
Confirmation Section,
Christthe King Church, Bhandup




Entry 3
The no-surfing hours

“What are you doing on my mobile phone?” is a
very frequent question asked by my Mom. For this
Lenten Season, | also felt, it is time to have a reality
check. | have decided that, if | were to give up
something for Lent, it would be surfing the social
media, especially checking WhatsApp messages
and status. | would definitely be tempted to open
WhatsApp to find some interesting jokes or status
updates or pictures of those | know and of those |
don’t. | will gradually increase the time span of the
“no-surfing” hours in order to discipline myself
and overcome my weakness. In this way, | would
also be able to focus on my relationship with God.

| pray to the Almighty to help me reconnect with the
Lord and walk in the ways led by Him. May | mature
and grow stronger in yourlove, O Lord.

Amen.

Vilina Philip
Pre-Confirmation Section

St. Alphonsa Forane Church,
Kalewadi.

Winners of Activity 1: Nehemiah

1. Ann Maria Kuruvilla, St. George Forane, Panvel
2. Immanuel Anthony, St.Thomas, Kalyan west
3. Sherlyn Shaji, Amala Matha, Mulund West

4. Rachel Sabu, St. Thomas Road, Mira Road

5. Thomson Joseph, Sacred Heart, Bhayandar
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Entry 4
Be Positive

“One thing | would like to give up is playing games
in the mobile/laptop. It is very difficult for me to
give up video games as it is fun, exciting,
challenging and relaxing. But sometimes, | fail to
realize that it also has side-effects.

My personal preparation for the Lenten Season
would be:

1) Pray daily for the people affected by the Corona
Virus.

2) Be positive about everything.

3) Readthe Bible every day.

4) Leadthe Rosary during family prayer.

5) Help orphans by donating the money saved by
avoiding junk food.

6) Confessmy sinstothe priest.

7) Visit my grandparents and spend quality time
with them.

8) Be arole model, by encouraging my friends to
reduce their screentime.

9) Reduce expenses by spending less on clothes,
sweets etc. during this period.

10)Fasting - | will continue fasting every Friday and

would give up eating non-veg during these 50
days.

Also, my experience during the last few years of
Lent is that no act of virtue can be great if it is not
beneficial to others.

Jordan Meavin Mecheriyal
St. Alphonsa Forane Church, Kalewadi.

Winners of Activity 3: Word Search

1. Alan Victor, St. Mary’s Church, Bhiwandi

2. Hannah Johnson, St. Thomas, Dapodi, Pune.

3. Albin Girish, St Mary’s Chuch, Nashik

4. Joshua Pinto, Immaculate Conception, Dombivli
5. Bethuel Jerald, Carmel Church, Vadgaonsheri

Elizabeth Dimal

I Kids’ corner, compiled by
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Church, Kandivli East
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Better than best:

Jesus concludes his Sermon on the Mount with the
statement: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.” Further down in the Gospel, He
comes across in the rich young man (RYM), a person
who seems to desire perfection, but unfortunately, not
at the price of giving up his worldly possessions. We
must wonder whether the Lord would have asked him
to give up something valuable if it were not for giving
him something infinitely more valuable in exchange?
RYM was already assured of heaven by virtue of
adhering to the Commandments, so what was the
incentive for him to strive for “perfection”?

Unique White Stone:

We need to grasp that heaven is not a single state in
which all saints and angels are equal and all people
receive the same reward. It's more complex than that.
In his book Eschatology, the future Pope Benedict XVI
wrote: “The Scholastics (of old),...drawing, in part, on
extremely venerable traditions, spoke of the special
‘crowns’ of martyrs, virgins, and doctors. Today, we do
not use those terms....it is sufficient to know that God
gives each and every person his fulfilment in a way
peculiar to this or that individual, and that in this way
each and all receive to the uttermost” (Eschatology,
236). In the same place, he linked the individual’s
unique experience of heaven to the passage in
Revelation, where Jesus promises to those who remain
faithful to the end, “I will give him a white stone, with a
new name written on the stone, which no one knows
except him who receives it” (Rev. 2:17; see

Advance, and never halt, for
advancing is perfection. Advance and

& do not fear the thorns in the path, for .
. R > e - — T
they draw only corrupt blood.

Eschatology, 235). Thus, heaven is experienced
differently by individuals, based on what they did in life
and how much they have opened themselves to God’s
love.

Lage raho:

The words of John 14:2 “In my Father’s house there
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would |
have told you that | go to prepare a place for you?”
seem to be hinting at ‘customised accommodations’.
Likewise, Philippians 2:12, asking each one of us to
“work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”,
dispels all notions of mediocrity or half heartedness.
Driving home the point, St. Teresa of Avila tells us: “He
who does not advance in the way of perfection falls
back, for, love cannot continue in the same degree.”

Mr. A.F. Thomas,

I For Team Lantern,
St. Thomas Forane Church, Borivli West

TOUCH HERE
TO LIKE, SHARE & COMMENT ON THIS ARTICLE ONLINE
AT www.thekalyanlantern.com
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Kalyan Mathrusangam

Kalyan Mathrusangam celebrated WOMEN'’S
DAY, 2020 at Immaculate Conception Church,
Dombivli( E) on 08th Mar, 2020 from 0200pm
onwards. The day began with a enriching and
educative seminar by Ms. Nisha Jose, a leading
columnist and a reputed child psychologist
from Kottayam, on Parenting and the various
Challenges faced.

CHURCH NEWS <::)
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His Excellency Mar Thomas Elavanal graced
the occasion with his esteemed presence. Over
700 mothers from various parishes attended the
program. Various cultural programs were
presented and the audience was in complete
awel!! A selfie corner added beauty and
attraction to the whole event. The show ended

with sumptuous and filling snacks for all
present.

P . ety -
Rev. Fr. Benny Thanninilkumthadathil

Director KMS

TOUCH HERE
TO SEE MORE PICS
AT www.thekalyanlantern.com
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KARUNYA TRUST

an initiative of Kalyan Diocese

Reaching the unreached

OUR REACH:

MUMBAI, MUMBAI SUBURBS, THANE AND

RAIGAD DISTRICTS OF MAHARASHTRA
Updated till: 30th April 2020

REACHING OUT TO:

HOMELESS, SLUM DWELLERS, MIGRANTS
AND TRIBAL PEOPLE DURING THIS
COVID-19 CRISIS

30958
LUNCH PACKETS

49271
FOOD GRAIN KITS

1000
HAND SANITZERS

100

VOLUNTEERS

10
TELE COUNSELING SERVICES

500
MASK

60
VOLUNTEERS FOR BMC CALL

150
SUPPORT TO HIV PATIENTS

05
COMMUNITY KITCHEN

“ Greetings from Karunya Trust!

Trust this letter finds all of you safe and healthy.
As the globe is witnessing the detrimental effects of
COVID-19 pandemic, our state of Maharashtra being the
epicentre in our country is too engulfed with the adversity
it has brought on the socio-economic conditions of the
people living in the state.
Karunya Trust- the Social Action Department of Diocese
of Kalyan has been in the forefront of the COVID-19
Relief Activities from the second week of March as soon
as the first case of Coronavirus was reported in the state,
to mitigate its adverse effects. Karunya Trust through the
support of its Employees, Children Parliament Members
and 70 plus Volunteers from the parishes of our diocese
has reached out to Homeless, Migrants, Slum Dwellers
and Tribal communities living in the districts of Mumbai,
Mumbai Suburbs, Thane and Raigad.
During the lockdown period, awareness sessions were
conducted in communities, ambulance services were
provided for emergency relief care and other essential
commodities were supplied to the needy.
Karunya Trust has networked with various stakeholders
like MCGM, Police Stations, Reliance Foundation,
Parishes in Kalyan Diocese, Taluka offices of Kalyan and
Ambernath, Community Kitchens, and other like-minded
NGO's to coordinate the COVID-19 relief activities.
“Freely you have received; freely give.” (Mathew 10:8)
| seek your blessings and support for the ‘Mission to
Serve’ which Christ has entrusted upon us. Praying and
wishing you all a Good Health.

Thanking you,
In the love of Christ Jesus,

Fr. Joby Kurian
Executive Director
Karunya Trust- Kalyan Diocesan Social Action

j‘
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KARUNYA TRUST

Bishop's House,

B/38, I.I.T. P.O, Powai,

Mumbai — 400076

Ph.: 022 — 2579 8625, 2578 5515
Mob.: +91 84520 81611
www.karunyatrust.com

in » @ f karunyatrustkalyandiocese

THROUGH YOUR SUPPORT WE CAN REACH OUT
TO COVID-19 AFFECTED PEOPLE

JOIN THE CAUSE AND DONATE

ACCOUNT NAME: KARUNYA TRUST RELIEF FUND
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 0366053000009877

IFSC CODE: SIBL0000366

ACCOUNT TYPE: SAVING

BANK: SOUTH INDIAN BANK

BRANCH: POWAI, MUMBAI

After making your generous donation please email us your details for generating
receipt

(Name, PAN number, Amount Donated, Transaction reference number)

Email: karunyatrustkdsa@gmail.com
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