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Mar Paul Chittilappilly

We fold the fulfiiled poem of bis life
o & e
Info a paper Lantern and release if,

3

o that bis living light may fill all the spaces
Where bis presence now cannot be.
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EPISCOPAL ORDINATION: 24 AUGUST, 1988 BISHOP OF
DIED: 6 SEPTEMBER, 2020 THAMARASSERY DIOCESE : 1997 - 2010
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Fr. Antony Kollannur

has served as the Vicar General, Judicial Vicar,
Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Secretary, PRO and
Parish Priest in the Eparchy of Kalyan. At present,
he is the Director of Savio Home, Manakody and
a Judge at the Metropolitan Tribunal, Trichur.
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MAR PAUL * -
CHITTILAPPILLY,

AN EXEMPLARY
MISSIONARY

Bishop Mar Paul Chittilappilly was a great pastor and a
born leader, but what inspired me the most about him was
his missionary zeal. My initial memories of Bishop Paul are
that of him as an ardent missionary. In this article, I will
share some of my fond memories of him.

Mar Paul Chittilapilly, along with three other priests, led the
pastoral care of the Syro Malabar Catholics in Mumbai. I
joined the team of MST priests under the leadership of Rev.
Fr. George Kavukattu who supported Mar Paul
Chittilappilly in the pastoral care of Syro Malabar migrants
in the Diocese of Pune, in the year 1986.

My first encounter with Mar Paul Chittilapilly was when Fr.
George Kavukattu, who was also his former student,
invited him to Pune. It was 16" of July in the year 1987, when

;‘;?’Ser? g’?is[:iog'fggtc(:: sf'ﬂ"é’;“ ;2 'I‘E;:;'C“ha' %ga;z as he also blessed and laid the foundation stone for the present
ish Priest, Di i y Youth, : o

and Regional Director of Sangli Mission. Alphonsa Chu?ch, Kalgw?dl. Inever imagined then that he
At present, he is working with the Sangli Mission. would be our bishop withina year.

Al

The announcement of the erection of the Syro Malabar
Diocese of Kalyan was made with Mar Paul Chittilapilly as
its first Bishop on May 14, 1988. It was when the General
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Assembly of the MST was in session that I
remember the Director General, Fr. Sebastian
Thuruthel, called the new bishop elected to
congratulate and to promise all support by way of
sending priests to the new diocese. This new Syro
Malabar diocese was the fruit of the arduous hard
work of many including Fr. Sebastian Thuruthel.
He himself was a member of the first team of
chaplains for Kerala Catholics in Mumbai. The
society kept the promise in letter and spirit by
sending priests to the Diocese of Kalyan.

With the erection of the diocese, the MST pastoral
team working in Pune came under its jurisdiction.
My journey with Bishop Paul started here. He had
by then turned to be a zealous missionary inspiring
many young priests and religious including me,
true to the name of his patron, St. Paul.

His first missionary visit as a bishop was to Nashik.
What I still cherish as a fresh and fond memory of
Mar Paul Chittilappilly is his journey from Nashik
to Pune by state bus, Fr. Peter Kavumpuram
receiving him at the bus stop and bringing him to
Alphonsa Nagar, Kalewadi on the pillion seat of
his very old Vespa scooter where he was
welcomed by a very small group of faithful.
Further, he visited other communities in Pune,
celebrated Holy Qurbana and spent fruitful time
with them.

'(\‘!*
3 - -:’
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On another occasion, we desired to accompany the
bishop to visit the community at Ahmednagar.
Bishop did not have a car then and so in a Maruti
800, borrowed from a parishioner, we hit the road.
It was indeed one of the most memorable journeys
with the bishop. He was always jovial, full of vigor
and enthusiasm in sharing his dreams and hope
for the future of the diocese. Along with our

. -5
discussions and conversations, we also spent time
reciting rosaries and other prayers led by the
bishop himself. Meanwhile, he also ensured to
practice his Hindi lessons that he learned recently
by reading the billboards alongside the road.

It was during these journeys that bishop realized
and shared his concern about how to reach out to
all these scattered small communities in fifteen
civil districts of Maharashtra. ~Moved and
encouraged by his fervor, we extended all our
support and cooperation. Soon enough, bishop
contacted the society to request the help of two
priests in order to study the possibilities of new
missions in the south west districts of the state. The
foresightedness of this great visionary gave birth
to the Sangli Mission. Two priests from the
Missionary Society were soon appointed in Miraj
in Sangli district. Bishop immediately visited
Miraj and within six months, he ensured that he
visited the Syro Malabar communities at
neighboring districts of Solapur, Kholapur,
Sindhudurg and Ratnagiri to celebrate Holy
Qurbana for them, however small the
communities were.

However, on such long journeys, he not only
visited such Syro Malabar communities, but
ensured that he visited various religious
congregations and built a good rapport with them.
For instance, during this journey he visited Goa
and said mass at the tomb of St. Francis Xavier with
the sisters from Mater Dei, an institute of women
religious, the Pillar fathers at the Pillar seminary
etc. It was during our return journey that we met
some farmers from Kerala who had come in
search of land in Sindhudurg district for rubber
plantation which indeed enlightened all of us
about the possibility of migration for agriculture
since the land and terrain of the Konkan region
was similar to that of Kerala.

It was during his visit to Ratnagiri that I was really
shocked when he celebrated Holy Qurbana in the
prawns peeling sheds for girls from Kerala
working there from where we proceeded to
Chiplun and celebrated Holy Mass with the small
communities of Syro-Malabar faithful. The last leg
of this initial missionary exploration was a few
months later. We visited Maswad, a remote village
in Satara District. Holy Qurbana was celebrated in
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the home of Mr. Augustine, who was running a
small hotel. He had gathered his family and

workers for mass.

- At the end of each journey, bishop used to tell us

about his impressions of these visits, meetings,
gatherings, mass etc. He said he could see fire in
the eyes of the faithful, while he was celebrating
Holy Qurbana with them. It was suchjourneys and
missionary visits that motivated him to invite
missionary congregations of men and women to
take up regions for missionary apostolate. Thus,
today we have four mission regions in the diocese.
His zeal for the missions were evident when he
took very keen interest in the development of all
the four mission regions and visited them
multiple times. He knew all the mission stations
in all the four regions, even the names of the
missionaries; sisters, priests and the faithful in
those small communities. He visited all these
regions on several other occasions, even after his
transfer as bishop of Thamarassery.

Another focus area for him was the Youth
ministry. From the very beginning, bishop was
convinced that the children and youth are the
future of the diocese. He encouraged beginning
catechism classes even when there were no
suitable facilities available for the same.

I was indeed fortunate to work very closely with
Bishop Paul Chittilappilly, when I took up the
responsibility of being the director of the youth
apostolate. The lack of administrative set ups and
infrastructure posed a great challenge to all our
endeavors. From our continuous discussions with
the youth, we discovered that there was a serious
lack of an organizational set up and a proper
channel of communication to reach the youth
across parishes. But he motivated us not to be
disheartened and with our motto - Organizing and
Communicating, we paddled on together.

Bishop Paul Chittilappilly always expressed his
great trust in the youth. He was open to innovative
and creative ideas from them. A great example
would be when an approval for the new
organizational set up of Kalyan Eparchy Youth
was asked for, convinced of the reasons, he
immediately granted us the liberty to execute as
planned which was entirely innovative and
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different from the conventional set up of any
organization: It had no bye laws, no membership
fees, no positions of power, was open to all Syro
Malabar youth residing in the territory of the
diocese, the executive committees at different
levels worked under their respective directors,

had the responsibility of planning and execution
of all programs. It was he himself who instituted
the prestigious Fr. Sunny Award church choir
competition.

His love for the church was unparalleled. He used
to affirm it by showing his ring indicating that it
signified that he was wedded to the diocese. He
had great confidence in his people and believed
that his priests and the faithful are his only and his
most valuable assets. He kept himself away from
narrow parochialism and nasty regionalism so
that he could keep together his flock that belonged
to different regions of Kerala. Even though the
priests belonged to various dioceses and
religious congregations, under his leadership,
everyone felt a sense of belongingness and
worked with him. This unity inside the diocese
enabled him to steer the diocese in the most
turbulent of times. He did it by never losing the
dignity of a Bishop, without hurting anyone and
earned respect, even from his adversaries.

Bishop Paul Chittilappilly took responsibility of
the diocese when it was a very poor prospect, but
leftitas the richest diocese with a very vast mission
front. I feel blessed to have been closely associated
with himin the initial years of the Kalyan Diocese. I
always maintained a filial relationship with him
and he always sent his paternal blessings, even a
few days before his onward journey to heaven.
May he Rest In Peace.

£ u
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Fr. Jacoh Porathur

has served as the Vicar General, Cathedral Vicar, for the Syro-Malabar rite faithful in Mumbai and

E”d Pﬁ”Shf PK”?St anlllong manylother posts ;” ”;e also requested their wholehearted cooperation
parchy of Kalyan. He was a close associate o . . .

Mar Paul Chittilappilly during the establishing years for the same. Durmg this perlod, the SMBC

of the Diocese. At present, he is the Rector of the requested Mar Joseph Kundukulam to send

St Thomas Minor Seminary, Panvel. priests of his diocese to the Syro-Malabar faithful

T of Mumbai-Pune and Nashik regions. On 14"

May 1987, a team of four priests, headed by Rev.
Msgr. Paul Chittilappilly took up the pastoral
ministry of the Syro-Malabar Christians in the
Mumbai- Pune- Nashik region.

The Beginning of Pastoral Care of Syro
Malabar Migrants in Mumbai

The Holy Catholic Church desires that each Theetter of St. Pope John Paul Il had the necessary
individual church remain faithful to its venerable

heritage and ecclesial identity as expressed in the
documents of the Second Vatican Council (Lumen
Gentium13 and 23).

The migrant Keralites of Mumbai, due to their
interest to preserve their faith and cultural
heritage, sought the possibilities for getting priests
for pastoral care. As a result, the Syro-Malabar
Bishops' Conference (SMBC) sent priests to meet
the spiritual needs of the migrant faithful in 1978.
Archbishop Mar Antony Padiyara, the Apostolic
Visitor, studied the pastoral problems and
submitted the report to the Holy See stating the
need to have a hierarchical structure of their own
rite for the Syro-Malabar church. After due
reflections, His Holiness St. Pope John Paul II, on
28" May 1987 wrote to the bishops of India
informing them about the erection of an eparchy




Mar Paul Chittilappilly

Rev. Fr. George Edakalathur

factors to orient Msgr. Paul Chittilapilly to the
direction in which he had to lead the mission in
Mumbai and its suburbs. The directives which
were given to him were as follows:

(a) To provide adequate pastoral care for the Syro-
Malabar migrant faithful.

(b) To organize and coordinate the mission
activities in Mumbai and its suburbs, in such a
way thatevangelization be done effectively.

(c) To do everything possible to educate and
nurture priests, religious and laity and to
accept and cooperate fully in the
implementation and management of the
diocese.

The Mission of Gathering the Scattered
Syro-Malabar Migrants

As the bishop of the newly erected diocese, Mar
Paul Chittilapilly formulated its vision as follows,
'integral and adequate pastoral care for all the
Syro-Malabar migrant faithful and an effective
evangelization in the diocese of Kalyan in
Maharashtra'. This vision integrated both pastoral
and missionary dimensions.

Mar Paul Chittilapilly took various measures to
gather the scattered migrants living in Mumbai
and in its suburbs. These were some of the
measures taken:

(a) People were conscientized to preserve their
faith, their ecclesial identity and their

Rev. Fr. George Vadakethala Rev. Fr. Jacob Porathur

venerable heritage. For this, His Lordship
arranged various informative classes for the
laity by Rev. Dr. Fr. Xavier Koodapuzha, Rev.
Dr. Fr. Mathew Vellanickal and Chev. N. A
Ouseph.

(b) Since the faithful were scattered in different
places, Bishop motivated them to be
organized as worshipping Eucharistic
communities. On a priority basis, priests were
sent to celebrate Holy Qurbana in the parish
churches of the Bombay diocese. Time was
allotted after the Latin Mass to celebrate the
Mass in our rite and even if the time was
inconvenient, people showed their zeal in
participating in the Qurbana in Malayalam.
Thus, small communities were formed and
priests were ready to celebrate Qurbana even
for small groups of faithful consisting of 4-5
families.

(c) House visits were another platform to organize
people. Priests were given permission to
celebrate Holy Qurbana in houses. Thus a
personal rapport was built with the faithful
and they were motivated and encouraged to
strengthen their spiritual lives.

(d) The migrants who lived mainly in the 5 civil
districts viz: Greater Mumbai, Thane, Raigad,
Pune, Nashik were organized and categorised
by identifying 106 centres and were divided
into 14 zones after which a zonal vicar was
appointed in each zone. This helped the

(o /102 DSWEE 3902 G& 0D
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Bishop to carry out his pastoral work with
ease. The diocese purchased plots of lands
wherever possible and the faithful were
motivated to construct churches, parish halls,
presbyteries, etc. He invited priests and
seminarians from different dioceses and
congregations to work in our diocese. Mar
Paul also invited religious congregations of
both men and women to start social and
educational institutes.

(e) Catechism for children, youth activities,
Mathrusangam and other associations were
organized in these centres. He made it a point
to encourage vocations in the upcoming
generations.

(f) Every year, retreats were organized in parishes,
and there were celebrations of diocesan
anniversaries, diocesan conventions which
enabled the faithful to have a 'we'- feeling and
abonding between each other.

Diocese of Kalyan as a
'Diocese of Mission ad gentes'

The decree of the Second Vatican Council on
Missionary activities (Ad gentes) motivates by
stating, “Go, therefore and make disciples of all
nations” (Mt 28:19-20). Taking the essence of this
mandate, the Eparchy of Kalyan along with her
pastoral ministry, also ventured in her extensive
possibilities for missionary activities.

In order to materialize this mission mandate,
Bishop Mar Paul took various farsighted measures
Viz:

(i) He invited different religious congregations to
implement these missionary responsibilities in the
other 9 districts of Maharashtra. He entrusted the
districts of Sangli - Kolhapur - Ratnagiri and
Sindhudurg to the Missionary Society of St.
Thomas (MST), Ahmednagar to Vincentian
congregation (VC), Satara - Solapur to Missionary
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament (MCBS)
and Jalgaon - Dhule to Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate (CMI) congregation for the

development and missionary activities. Later,
when Dhule was subdivided, the district of
Nandurbar was added to the CMI mission.

(ii) The Bishop encouraged and promoted women
congregations to support them. In these 10
districts, rigorous and fervent missionary works
and social development activities are carried out,
evennow, by respective missionaries.

(i) He gave administrative autonomy to these
congregations to develop the missions with
infrastructures for the mission. Apart from these,
they were also given the permission to have
institutions of and for their own congregations in
their respective areas.

(iv) He had a vision that these missions would one
day become dioceses. He hoped and prayed that
his long cherished dream of these missions being
raised to dioceses in the future be fulfilled.

When we look back and turn the pages of history,
we realise that we ought to be indebted to our
loving late bishop Mar. Paul Chittilappilly. His
continuous prayer and steadfast perseverance
stood as a beacon to lay the foundation of our
diocese and to show us the way forward even
today. Kalyan Diocese is privileged and honored
to have witnessed the missionary zeal, prayerful
leadership and spiritual nurturing of Mar. Paul.
Let us carry forward his zeal and enthusiasm to
accomplish the goals of the Kingdom of God in this
land, our diocese.
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Msgr. Emmanuel Kadankavil

has served as the Director of Catechism and
Animation & Renewal Centre, and Parish

Priest in the Eparchy of Kalyan. He is the first

priest to be ordained by Mar Paul Chittilappilly

for the Diocese of Kalyan. At present, he is A
the Vicar General of the Diocese.

HIL0MN3 O)alOW)OS

20D ]HAM)aHYMB! (I3
0HOIOM 092001 GRORIVW®
1060 @RRAIORIGNO]!
@R@OW])M) @R(NUWIEM Mo
@RROMIVMMIW @REICIMY
Galoud afldlelafigs] afl@moal.

J 1990 MG OTVORI06M)
MO8 @R AW @REIAIMY
aflglelafigs] allmoallom®ee)dla]
CHUBHOIM@). @M MO
6B0T36 BT RI06N.
GOWOEMEENIOMIGS0 MRWIE@3
@al@M alOla] 0lRmavl e
ag)@®] MEd3LeaM TVAWO. "
ag)mlee) mulens meleniod §
meWleal aga®slalno
0)alOWT3 Cal@M @oales
GILAIMoO B21QYEMOAATS
@RY(Na0MBla)). BRANSOI




(::) SPECIAL TRIBUTE ISSUE
KALYAN LANTERN | OCT - NOV 2020

@RWIBH01®:8)0S @PM)AUIBEDMIOS 1990 af)~ll@d
1nmy @eElalmy aflglelaflgg] allmoaln) 6o)

af) 10T @ af)MBe HLILENS O)al®Gd
Gal@6Mo. 1990 HAW 7M) ag)Mes all@oaNend
20)als] ei€la)). (6nIBCIM &eJy0en8 0)aleOWcalse
MUIM®o! af)OB adJBWO HOBRACTMIS)SS
MmEW)o MEMMIHA0 OBHENE MIO6MD).
@PRRaIVRIM BOMIOMIGS @R)ERIW @M Mo
BONROMIOANT GENIIRLIEAMINS AW 24M)
00086 8HO@IE8 MMM al}06a]sg). oflan’ls
aﬂ@&lg}f@@? all@oail@d mlan) &elyoend
0)al® &6 BUMNE] alDEOIACI® algo 1601
@By AUE®] agm MaIR@d all®oailend
@RER1W MI2Mal(@®MOW] @e a0 OB6d
M0oMo aflslee)swio 6210®). allmoai
©9206(Q0] 0}alOWHE 200 CaldINT GUdaUAl)o
DSV EH ISV B o) HOMYBMUOUY DM

all@oaflon ‘@sleaom)ad alj(@m @reemn
ag)oM MIEMa0EE®I6S 6300l flee)aowloyam).

@pelaumy allmoailend allvvoanoidwaloe 3ldeal
Aleuemalo, @RRal0RIN @1edemm®)o, HeBA1
HROW GENIIRLIEBBRBI0 BOHH @ONT IoBs1aNo,
aflmwlane oaloypogEmlalo, (alujemiwlalo,
ogess] mlmmloym). @6 ea@IEleauHOmeN3
G035 B0al @ROMIIGY AlOW)M®)GAlIeLl

aillelslgs] o llmaniled mlmg
&RJ)96M R IMW s cnlens]
al96@Ia0lM)a1S0 M[1:6]9] BRG]
081 o) MeIwld o llmanieqd
@eRO21w M0y mmaw]

@60 oEWOMIOY MOIMo
alilSlenidW3o MalWIM]. oillmini
9206161 R IMWOE 200 GalIW
@1 GUNIZo EDSW BEISWB6Y
)6 SIEMIEMIID aMID
allmonileqp ‘@sleomyad o i3’
@ROEMAN o) EMNECOMIANS
63902 1len320wleims3.

@eclaumy allglelaflss] al@oal ageajovio =m
6@ MUIEMaslEe)ldM)o, BMlaflesyalomyo,
@6 @0Nal@ERA0® MieMado RlaNoorlcd
(l@ilaneilafleeyaiom)o (worblafloyam).

HLJL06M 0)al®OW, @RHAFIET®) MVEMasla]
AIgdo] altmelafla ©608 286080 @RGleNd
@RORIW 2NeIERU3 REHIB)IUIM @EeHWwno
SO0 cUoas@d) @RElIMY alldlela]les]
afl@oal mallos mimye ©®I2EWRE] O)alo©
GRIHE 1997 @8 al)0OalSO. Mo OJAI®IDLHUD
@) oﬂ@ooﬂ@(@ HCIMORLIOMEDOM anllo
0BV ®) 6B8NWB1H6)aMN).

@pElaimy allmoaileom somlcl mmlewoinsw)o,
MIEMaNCOMINSW)0 BIBH)MMN). @) al}enioC!I
al mIBQEIee)M MMes BIEOI0)CMEOW)o
eMoss] MIAYIVWRIW al)aailclewons @omyw
ablen)MMMNE oM a3 aflvoimiles)mm). @R
afjemyocemoailend aymicd wloqy malesymm,.
@R)BOIMReE¢d!

Q)M IO,

afl@oallem mlamal@ad



Jinto Jose Adavanal
has served long as a Personal Assistant to
Mar Paul Chittilappilly in Thamarassery Diocese
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MY MEMORY OF
MAR PAUL
CHITTILAPPILLY

If we live, we are for the Lord, and if we die, we are
for the Lord, so then whether we die or live we are
the Lords. (Romans 14.:8)

Mar Paul Chittilapilly was a great friend of our

Founding Fathers Mar Joseph Kundukulam

and Msgr Joseph Vilangadan. He knew our

Charism and loved it well. He was a very good

formery served as the Mother teacher. During our Novitiate formation, he

Superior at SNDS Convent, Sion. taught us liturgy, church history and the

She is currently the Regional Superior different rites in the Catholic Church.

at St. Joseph's Region, Kenya. Whenever he saw his old students, he used

————— to ask us questions about the subjects he

taught. Thus I knew Bp. Chittilappilly

0 before I came to Kalyan Diocese. He was

y very prayerful and gentle. He used to

come to our perpetual adoration chapel for

his prayer days. His devotion to Mother

o Mary was remarkable. During his
prayer days, I used to see him

¥, walking and reciting the
Rosary after lunch without

resting. I think that was

.

Sr. Rosily Pidiyath
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the secret of the success of his life.

In the year 1989, March 25th, we came to
Kalyan Diocese to serve in the Dharavi slums,
soon after the erection of the Diocese. This was
the sign of his love and concern for the poor
and the needy. I hope the Gospel passage of
Mt.25:40 “Whatsoever you do to the least of my
brethren, you did it to me.” inspired him a lot
to serve the needy. In Dharavi, we were
running nursery classes, tailoring classes, adult
education, house visiting, dispensary and
making hosts for the Diocese. Bishop used to
find time to visit us and celebrate Mass for us

In the year 1992, there was a
severe communal riot in
Dharavi. Most parts of Dharavi
were burned. Seeing the news
Bishop sent Rev. Fr. Jacob
Porathur and Fr. Vincent Parayil
to rescue us. He was

very concerned about us.

and give inspiring homilies. He worked hard to
preserve the unity and love in the Diocese.
Every 2" Saturday, he arranged for monthly
recollection for the Sisters working in the
diocese at San Tom Centre Kalina in the limited
place available. Unity, love and sacrifice were
his main concerns. Through all the hardships in
Dharavi, I was still fond of the days I served
there.

In the year 1992, there was a severe communal
riot in Dharavi. Most parts of Dharavi were
burned. Seeing the news Bishop sent Rev. Fr.
Jacob Porathur and Fr. Vincent Parayil to rescue
us. He was very concerned about us. After the
riot and floods, Bishop worked hard to resettle

things and supported the needy with their basic
needs. In 1993, I lost my beloved father and
Bishop personally came and consoled me and
celebrated Mass for my father. It was a great
consolation for me. At the end of the same year,
I was transferred to Thrissur. Whenever he
came to Thrissur, he used to visit our elderly
and sick Sisters. At my request, he used to take
class for our Novices too.

When Bishop was transferred to Thamarassery,
he used to attend the funeral of our Sisters, and
if he could not come, he would celebrate
Qurbana for them whenever he passed by. In

the year 2014, I lost my younger brother Paul in
an accident. Bishop came to my home and
prayed for my brother and consoled us all. 1
spoke to him last on 29" June 2020 on his Feast
Day. He was very happy to hear from me from
far Africa-Kenya and told me that he was no
longer travelling now, but was confined to his
room and needed assistance with everything.
He assured me that he was constantly praying
for everyone.

I believe that Faith in action is Love; Love in
action is service. Here is a man who worked for
others and lived for others. May his soul rest in
eternal peace.
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Member and a Member of Western
Regional Catholic Conference during
Mar Paul Chittilappilly's time. She
belongs to Christ the King Church,
Bhandup West.
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BISHOP MAR PAUL
CHITILLAPPILLY
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Joseph John Chittilapilly
was the Diocesan Animator of the first
Youth Executive Committee (DEXCO).

He belongs to Infant Jesus Church, Vikhroli.
I

The news of the erection of our
eparchy in 1988, made me
conscious for the first time about
the Syro-Malabar Rite and the
various other churches in
communion that comprised the
One Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church. At every forum for the
youth across the eparchy, Mar
Paul Chittilapilly addressed one
consistent theme frequently - the
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history of the Church, the different churches,
the liturgical families, difference between
various Rites, and so on. He left no stone
unturned to impart this catechesis to the youth.
We are very profoundly indebted to him, for
obeying the Holy Synod regarding our Divine
Liturgy. He had a great influence on me during
my assignment as the Diocesan Animator of the
first Youth Executive Committee (DEXCO). His
inspiration, his timely advices, his presence at
our programmes and his genuine love and
hope for his youth was noteworthy. We are
deeply grateful to him, for shaping the Youth
ministry in its infancy, which laid a foundation
to steer the movement to its present growth. He
did not have any qualms in sharing his books
with me. I still cherish the moments he spared
to answer our ecclesial and ecclesiastical
queries, despite his hectic engagements, which
helped us into a course to know and love Christ
and His Church, with all our shortcomings.

After our marriage, my first outing with my
wife was to the Bishop's House of
Thamarassery to seek his blessings. During his
visit to Mumbai, for our eparchy's Silver Jubilee

We are deeply grateful to him,
for shaping the Youth ministry
in its infancy, which laid a
foundation to steer the
movement to its present growth.

celebrations, he handed over an autographed
copy of his book, written on the Chittilapilly
family and its roots. As our eparchy was
celebrating 30 years of its erection two years
ago, we visited him at Thamarassery again. By
now he was the Bishop Emeritus. He asked us
to join him for lunch, which we readily agreed
to. As usual, he began with the dessert and
then proceeded to the main course. We could
notice that the Parkinson's ailment was slowy
taking toll on his health, but with his sharp
memory intact, he still inquired about various
people and the completion of bridges and other
projects in Mumbai. He was indeed our 'Pithaav
in faith'. His doctoral thesis at the Lateran
University in Rome was on the possibility of
Patriarchate for the Syro-Malabar Church. Like
Bishop Mar Paul Chittilapilly, we too, in God's
time, “look forward to seeing our Holy Church
elevated to the status of Patriarchate”. May
eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and let
Perpetual Light shine upon him. Requiescat in
Pace.
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