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Completely transfigured, she now lives with Jesus, and all creatures sing of her fairness...
carried up into heaven, she is the mother and queen of all creation. She treasures the entire
life of Jesus in her heart (Luke 2:19, 51) and now understands the meaning of all things.Hence,

we can ask her to enable us to look at this world with eyes of wisdom.
(Pope Francis, Laudato si, No. 241)
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Stant

Fr. Dr. Joseph Xavier SJ
Director, Indian Social Institute, Bengaluru
I

n 6th July 2021 as I blessed the mortal
O remains and said, “Stan, Rest in Peace”,

I asked myself - What do I carry with
me? [ approached him with a sense of reverence.
He inspired and taught many lessons on what it
means to be a Christian and follower of Jesus, by
his life and works, pains and sufferings,
forgiving and surrendering. As a Jesuit, I felt
very proud of him as he had already risen in the
hearts of many people of goodwill, who were in
search of meaning for their lives.

During his life on earth, he loved and embraced
the poor, especially the Adivasis, Dalits and
marginalized communities. He walked with
them and learnt valuable lessons from their
communitarian life filled with compassion,
solidarity, sharing and a sense of justice from
their traditional governance system. At the
same time, he was angry whenever he
witnessed the poor being exploited and treated
as objects. He found Jesus struggling with them
in their search for truth and justice and took it
upon himself to live fully the Jesuit charism of
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‘Faith that does Justice’ (General Congregation of
Jesuits 32 D4) and “‘Companions in a Mission of
Reconciliation and Justice” (GC 36) as his way of
life, whatever be the cost.

Stan was a Mystery

Until he was affected by COVID-19 in mid-May
2021, Stan repeatedly said, “I am managing”.
Accepting solidarity support, Stan wrote on 24
November 2020, “ All of you have expressed hope
that I will be released soon. Much as it may be
desirable in itself, I'm beginning to question if it
is proper. I've met all my co-accused lodged in
this prison. They are all such precious human
beings who have given the most and best of
themselves for the cause of the deprived. They
have been injail for more than two years but have
not been able to get bail. I'm the last (16th) to be
arrested in the same case. I think that my release
in the near future will be justifiable only if it
somehow provides an opening for others to get
bail”. More than his well being, he was concerned
about others and the larger cause.

As Stan completed 100 days in prison, wrote,
“Another strength during these past hundred
days, has been in observing the plight of the
undertrials. A majority of them come from
economically and socially weaker communities.
Many of such poor undertrials don’t know what
charges have been put on them, have not seen
their charge sheet and remain in prison for years
without legal or other assistance. Overall, almost
all undertrials are compelled to live to a bare
minimum, whether rich or poor. This brings in a
sense of brotherhood and communitarianism,
where reaching out to each other is possible even
in this adversity.” This experience led him to
write a poem, Prison life, a greatleveller.

“You’ comes first

‘I’ comes after

‘We'is the air one breathes

Lo, this commonality is wrought by compulsion

If only all human beings embrace it freely and
willingly

Allwould truly become children of Mother Earth.
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Truth and justice were the
foundational ethics of Stan’s
life and mission. He knew that
justice cannot be realized
without paying a price.
Following his Master Jesus,

he was ready to carry the cross.

Love must Surpass Prophetic Anger

Stan was strongly rooted in love and
compassion. Like his Master Jesus, Stan, on the
one hand, expressed his prophetic anger on
systems and structures that enslave humans and
never hesitated to question these. But on the
other hand, he was gentle, polite and respectful.
NIA officials knew that Stan was speaking the
truth. During one of the telephonic calls, told me,
“In all honesty, I can say that all the
‘incrementing” documents supposedly found in
my hard disk were planted without my
knowledge, either before or after seizure. But the
NIA officers did what they were commanded to
do.”

Rooted in social analysis, Stan was able to
analyze the root causes of the social problems
and believed it is the poor and leaders from
marginalized communities, who are rooted in an
ethical value system, as opposed to capitalist and
consumerist values, can be ambassadors of
sustainable change. He also felt the Adivasi value
system, which of late was getting corroded, was
strongly rooted in the gospel values and the
Constitutional principles. He used the same
measuring yard, while challenging the State, the
Church or the Society of Jesus. When he spoke in
public or wrote in journals or newspapers, it
created ripples. He raised ‘uncomfortable’
questions. While the State did not approve of his
writings and implicated him in various cases,
Stan always demonstrated that he was a law-
abiding citizen.
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He was highly sensitive to the needs of the poor,

nd could easily empathize with them. In one of
his letters he wrote, “There is a small request on
my part. There is a person who has no family,
friends or advocates to pursue his defense.
Although he has spent more than two years in
prison, he has not yet received his charge sheet.
Can you seek the help of our lawyers and send
me his chargesheet? Iwould like to help him”. On
another occasion when he asked for a pair of
pants 36 inches and a formal shirt 42 inches, 1
knew that it was not for him. When I inquired, he
said, “I want to gift it to a prisoner for
Christmas.” An undertrial prisoner is eligible to
receive only Rs 4,500 per month from his
guardian for his personal needs. The money will
be kept in the account of the person. Twice a
month when the prison shop is open, a prisoner
can buy things and the amount will be deducted
in his account. Knowing that Stan does not spend
money on himself, I asked him, “Are you able to
manage with Rs 4,500?” He said, “The Society of
Jesus and the Adivasis have taught me to lead a
simple way of life. I am spending part of the
money to fulfil the basic needs of some poor
prisoners”. Stan found ways to be with the poor
in all circumstances.

Truth, Justice and Paying the Price

Truth and justice were the foundational ethics of
Stan’s life and mission. He knew that justice

cannot be realized without paying a price.
Following his Master Jesus, he was ready to carry
the cross. Imbibing the Gandhian principle of
ahimsa, he could never imagine inflicting pain on
others. It was unfortunate that the state
completely misunderstood his value system and
branded him as the enemy of the state. However,
he was neither afraid of anyone nor of the state
and said, “Truth must be spoken, right to dissent
must be upheld and justice must reach the
doorsteps of the poor.”

By his simple and unassuming life, he touched
the hearts of the prisoners. He asked me for the
book, Jesus: An Historical Approximation, by
José Antonio Pagola and shared it with his fellow
prisoners. He had a dialogue with them on how
he understood the mission of historical Jesus
who continues to struggle with the poor even
today. He was unequivocal that in a broken
world when inequality and exclusion of the poor
was the order of the day and ethical ways of
living were commercialized, if one desired to
work for justice, death in the hands of others was
inevitable.

His Last Wish

Despite his ailing health and knowing that his
end was near, he expressed his last wish in the
court and to our lawyers. “If I am granted bail, as
regards where I will reside, I wish to make it clear
that I don’t have a family or blood-relatives in
Mumbeai. I left my family and kith and kin in
Tamil Nadu 60 years ago. Ranchi in Jharkhand is
the only place where I can be for the rest of my
life. Since NIA has a jurisdiction in Ranchi, I will
be able to fulfil the other conditions that may be
imposed on me.” For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be (Mat 6:21). The Adivasis
were his treasure.

By his life and mission, Stan has given a clarion
call to the Jesuits and collaborators not to be silent
spectators in a broken world. Truth and justice
are inseparable, and love must be the foundation
of all our actions, is the message that I carry with
me. Adieu, Stan.

]
Parts of this article have been published in Indian Currents and Jivan.
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FR. STAN LOURDUSWAMY §.J

: General Congregation 32 was a significant
Fr. Godfrey DLima gathering in 1974 of Jesuits to think and pray
about the identity and mission of the Jesuit
Society. This Congregation was a point of
departure for Jesuit thinking, planning and
action. It sought more closely the implications of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ for improving the
conditions of the world’s poor. The

Rural Educator, Nandurbar
I




Congregation, in the spirit of the Letter of St.
James, recognized that faith cannot be removed
from working for justice. The Kingdom of
Heaven which Jesus himself lived, proclaimed in
his care for those who suffered, was condemned
and crucified in testimony to establish a new
world order where the needs of the poorest are as
important to work for as ritual practices of
religion. The Jesuits prayed for this vision to
influence the life and actions of their society.
Besides, the Jesuits were influenced by the new
thinking of the Catholic Church in its world
conference, Vatican II, where insights into the
human condition came into focus even as the
Church expressed its faith vision creatively and
emphatically. This to my mind is the context, the
foundation of Fr. Stan’s life and mission.

Fr.Stan’s Long Journey

Leaving his home in Tamil Nadu and other
careers, Fr. Stan chose to work for the rights of
poor Adivasis through legal processes upheld by
the Constitution of India. In doing so, he
challenged the political and economic forces that
sought complete power over the people he
worked for. This unbridled dominance of
political bodies and commercial organizations
was being used to usurp the traditional rights of
the Adivasi communities in the Chota Nagpur

areas where Fr.Stan based his mission. Given
that the mineral wealth of India is often found
where Adivasis live and sustain themselves
through traditional occupations, outside
commercial interests move to exploit these lands
at the expense of Adivasi livelihood. Fr. Stan’s
legal recourse was an obstacle to such outside
hegemony, often backed by local politicians. This
is not unique to the place Fr. Stan worked at.
Land-holdings of traditional communities are
threatened everywhere in India and the world
over. The path Fr. Stan walked was dangerous.
He aligned with the poor who had no influence
to bail him out or to form a protective power bloc
if he should be assaulted or framed.

The Rising of Fr. Stan

They weakened him injail. They denied him and
others with him bail or an early trial although
charged with the crime of sedition. But they
failed to quench the inspiration that God
communicated through his life and death.
Fr.Stan has encouraged many to pledge their
efforts in a universally shared mission: to work
for the poor and marginalized. To change the
abject condition of those suffering injustice with
no means toresist. Like Jesus torise.
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The Diocese of Kalyan

Pays Tribute to Fr. Stan Swamy

decades, stands out today as an icon of

social justice. In order to permeate justice in
social life, Swamy fearlessly stood even at the cost
of his life. Suffering and difficulties will not stand
before the one who wants to see serious change in
society. Dying for a tough cause is equalized here
to be ‘doing his mastet’s will’.

: ; tan Swamy, a tribal right activist for several

Imagine a situation where Swamy died a normal
death. Nobody would have even known about the
causes he stood for. Dying in hospital during
custody is really a shame for all of us. But his death
may now become a cause for a different world

order. I wish to look at Swamy’s death as part of
God’s plan. Perhaps, God wants Swamy’s mission
to be continued and his vision to catch further fire
and momentum.

Death brings life. We know it from Jesus. So also,
Fr. Stan Swamy’s death will bear plenty of fruits
and life in abundance. Don’t we
feel that Swamy challenges us
today to live a fuller life of faith

and justice?

i

E

—

Msgr. Dr. Francis Eluvathingal
Proto-Syncellus, Diocese of Kalyan
I

“It is not the strength of the body that counts, but the
strength of the spirit.”—]. R. R. Tolkien

he above words are so very true for Fr.
Stan Swamy SJ, who worked tirelessly for
the underprivileged and downtrodden,
giving them a sense of dignity and upliftment. He
was also known as “a champion of tribal rights, a
fighter for justice and a symbol of courage.” He
never gave up on his belief in the dignity of every
individual. As a fighter of justice, he worked hard
at the grass root level to bring about a just society
and as a symbol of courage, he displayed
tremendous zeal even as he was deprived of basic
necessities by the authorities who arrested him
unjustly. Stan Swamy, a prophet of our times, has
brought to fore the true reality of the Indian
society where the underprivileged yet seck justice
and the power of the mighty

continue their injustice.

Fr. Siju Kizhakepallivathukal
Priest, Diocese of Kalyan
|

His life acts as a source of inspiration
for me to speak up against the injustices. I see
around me; be it political, social, or even
religious - within or outside my sphere. Being
obsessed with the idea of implementing
constitutional provisions with no one being
left behind, Fr Stan would always be
remembered as someone who never let age be
a barricade while being a part of the struggle,
regardless of its result. Paraphrasing Fr Stan's
words, it doesn't matter if you succeed o fail;
what matters is that you join the movement
and not remain a bystander when something
goes wrong right in front of your eyes. If Fr.
Stan could do it his entire life and even during
his last days, we the youth of
the Kalyan Diocese could do
it too.

Joel Joseph
Mother of Jesus Forane
Church, Antophill
I

he tragic demise of Fr Stan Swamy
I leaves much for us to ponder upon.
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"You show that you are a letter from Christ (...) written not
with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on
tablets of stone but on lablets of human bearts.' 2 Cor 3:3

Jesus said "Do not think that I have come to bring
peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword." This was the same message that Fr.
Stan brought to his people. And like the verse
itself, his life's work is constantly forced to be
misinterpreted. How so?

In these days, where we close our eyes and
windows to the sick, downtrodden and oppressed
and drown out their cries in the constant drone of
news debates and entertainment, the idea of peace
is maligned. The oppressors thrive on this silence.
And when the silence is broken, when the
oppressed raise their cries, they are labelled as
those who destroy peace. This is the sword that Fr.
Stan brought - education and agency to those who
were denied access to both. Not violence, not
guns, but dissent. What happens next defines us.
Do we listen to the voice of his work, his
suffering, his death and his people? Or do we only
tune into the next news debate?

“Truly 1 tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
o these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.” Mat 25:40

Joseph Francis

St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
Church, Kandivli East
]
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t this moment in time, reading about Fr.

Stan Swamy and his work has honestly

been empowering and illuminating, For
me, he was that light which sparked my hope on
my journey of being spiritual and not religious.

We live in a time where we are not only censored
every minute we question any authority but also, in
an era of self- censorship propagated by instilling
fear. The only time I remember Jesus getting angry
was when we made his fathers house a market
place. Jesus had a loving, inclusive and nurturing
persona, who never ever held an 'us versus them'
stand, in any regard.

Fr. Stan abolished many hierarchies - he was
always for and with the masses. He worked far
from the binaries created by our institutions - both
religious and political.

Fr. Stan's death is a stain on our beliefs, on us. He
inspires me to push myself to question those who
wish to silence us, to silence any minority group.
He was and will continue to be, a true follower of

Christ.

Rhea Ann Joseph
St. Joseph's Church, Mahakali Caves Road
I

r. Stan’s spiritual beliefs prompted him to
bring down class struggle and unjust social
structures and to uplift the invisible and
marginal minorities. His work over three decades
on various issues of the Adivasi communities on
land, forest and labour rights is inspirational. His
story, to me, in many ways draws parallels with the
beatified Sister Rani Maria who was martyred 26
years ago. The systemic execution of human
rights defenders is a common narrative which only
changes form and medium with time. Fr. Stan's
passing leaves us all with a lot to reflect and
respond to.

Frexin Simon
Mother of Jesus Forane
Church, Antophill
I
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r. Stan Swamy has finally found peace, but we

will never forget this octogenarian, peace-

loving activist who devoted years working for
tribals in Jharkhand, who lived a simple life and stood
for what he thought was right; who died after
spending months in prison due to an oppressive
government and outdated legal framework.

The last few days after his death manifested our
nation with a hate-filled dagger piercing what the
country stood for —secularism, democracy, free press
and space for diverse opinions. Fr. Stan's legacy of
truth and compassion is so tich that even death can't o
do anything to it, but we all know that this -,
martyrdom will give birth to hundreds of other Stans
N and his work for humanity will pass
over into history.

Savio Vadakkan
Amala Matha Church, Mulund
[Currently in Canada]
I

A Caged Bird Can Still Sing - (hymmn by Bombay Jesuits for
Stan Swanry)

tan Swamy taught us all to think about the
marginalised, to be empathetic towards the

weak and work for their welfare come what
may. Even during his time in jail, when he saw the
unsanitary living conditions of his inmates, he
appealed for better facilities to be provided to them.

Fr. Stan always followed the life of Christ. While
Christ came as a Messiah for those oppressed by the
Scribes and Pharisees of the Church, Stan Swamy
came as a Messiah for the tribals of Jharkhand. Justas
the Pharisees were not fond of Jesus because he was
standing with the oppressed and not them, so was the
case with Fr. Stan. I personally have been awed and
inspired by his grit and dedication towards his chosen
community. His legacy will continue
to sing and throb for very many years
to come.

Denin Devassykutty

St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Church,
Kandivli East
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ary’s final years on earth are wrapped
in obscurity; The scripture says
nothing and traditional sources

contain only faint and uncertain remnants. From
the Pentecost to Assumption, the end of her
earthly life, Mother Mary taught the nascent
Church to be a family: the family of the sons and
daughters of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus,
united through the Holy Spirit.

Mary with Disciples

Memories are fundamental to any family. For the
Church, memories from Jesus’ life are the most
precious, and ever since His conception, Mary
had “treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). Now, it was the
time to share it with the disciples. Thanks to the
four evangelists, we have access to those
memories, and when we read it in the
communion of the Church they are as vivid as in
the moment Mary first told them.
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Mary and John

With St. John, in the years immediately following
Pentecost, Mary lived in Jerusalem. At the time of
the persecution executed by Herod Agrippa in
the year 44 AD (Acts 12:1-13), the disciples had
been scattered into various parts of the world. It
is believed that then, Mary moved to Ephesus
with John.

Mary’s House in Ephesus

On October 18, 1881, relying on the descriptions
in the revelations of Anne Catherine Emmerich, a
French priest, the Abbé Julien Gouyet discovered
a small stone building on a mountain in the ruins
of ancient Ephesus in Turkey. He believed it was
the house described by Emmerich and where the
Virgin Mary had lived the final years of her life.

In 1906, Pope St. Pius X granted a plenary
indulgence to pilgrims visiting the spot. In 1951
Pope Pius XII declared it as an “official
sanctuary” for Catholic pilgrims, and a plenary
indulgence for pilgrims was reaffirmed by Pope
John XXIII. Both Pope Paul VI, and Pope John
Paul Il visited the house.

Jerusalem Council

Just prior to the Council of Jerusalem, about the
year 50 (cf. Acts 15:1-34), Paul refers to the
beloved disciple as one of the pillars of the
Church (Gal 2:9). If Mary was still at his side, she
would have been about 70, as some ancient
traditions suggest.

Dormition of Mary

There are two currents of tradition for the place
of the Blessed Virgin's departing to Heaven:
some say it was in Ephesus and others say it was
in Jerusalem. Still, both agree that at that moment
Mary was surrounded by the Apostles.

Today, as in the early Church, most theologians
think that Mary did in fact die, in order to
resemble Jesus more completely. In the sixth
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century, the Eastern churches began to celebrate
the feast of Our Lady's Dormition, to try to
express that her passage was more like falling
asleep than dying.

Assumption of Mary

The writings of the Fathers pass on some details
about Mary's Dormition and Assumption based
on accounts dating back to the second century.
When Mary was on the verge of leaving this

19 ) COVER STORY

world, all the Apostles (except St. James, who
was martyred, and St. Thomas, who was on his
way back from India) gathered in Jerusalem to be
with her in her last moments. Then on one quiet
and bright afternoon they closed her eyes and
placed her body in a tomb. A few days later,
when Thomas arrived and insisted on seeing
Mary's body, they found the tomb empty and
heard celestial music.

St Josemaria Escriva writes, “The Mother of God
has fallen asleep. Around her bed are the twelve
Apostles. And we, through a grace respected by
all, are also at her side. But Jesus wants to have
His Mother, body and soul, in Heaven. — You
and I — take the train of Mary's magnificent blue
cloak, and so we can watch the marvellous scene.
Body and soul - remembering us that the body is
as personal as the soul. And filling us with
confidence: Mother Mary looks at us, smiles at
us, in her full and glorified humanity.
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Mysteries have
been perfected

Towards the end of the rite of Rusma or signing,
the priest recites this prayer: “These glorious, life
giving, holy and divine mysteries...”. Here mention
is made of five things that has taken place: These
mysteries have been set apart, sanctified, perfected,
commingled and united with each other in the
adorable name of the most glorious Trinity. The
Word of God reminds us that the life of Jesus too
was perfected through suffering (Heb. 2:10). In the
Qurbana too the celebration of the Paschal
mystery of Christ is perfected through this rite. In
the rite of ordination of the priest the celebrant
making the sign of the cross on the forehead of the
candidate makes a prayer which is very much
similar to this prayer. This prayer reminds us that
the life of a priest who is called to offer the sacrifice
of Christ will become perfect only if his life too is
offered after the model of Christ. The life of a
priest should be a life of sacrifice.
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Mar Thomas Elavanal
Bishop, Diocese of Kalyan

Here and Everywhere

The priest continues to pray that the church here and
every where may obtain the fruits of the celebration
of these mysteries. This prayer expresses the relation
and unity between the local worshiping community
and the universal church. Four fruits of the
celebration mentioned are: remission of debts,
forgiveness of sins, hope for resurrection and new
life in the kingdom of heaven. In the prayer of
Epiclesis too we prayed exactly for these four fruits
as the result of the working of the Holy Spirit in the
Eucharist. Once again we pray for the same
intentions as the celebration of the mysteries have
been perfected.

Sacred Host in the form of the Cross

After the rite of breaking of the Bread the celebrant
places the two parts of the Sacred Host one on the
other in the form of the cross. According to the
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rubrics the part that is in the bottom should be

rned to the chalice and the one on the top should
be turned to the priest. One part turning to the
chalice signifies the complementary nature of the
body and blood. The part placed turning to the
celebrant denotes the intimate relation between the
passion, death and burial of Jesus and our life. This
reminds us that our Christian life is a call to
participate in the Paschal mystery and to live a life of
death and resurrection with Christ.

God’s Covenant with Abraham.

We read in the book Genesis about the sacrifice made
at the time of God’s covenant with Abraham (15:8-
21). As God had directed he brought the oblation
“cut them in half and put half on one side and half
facing it on the other”. And we read, “that day
Yahweh made a covenant with Abraham”. God
entered into an eternal covenant with us through the
body broken and the blood shed for us. This rite of
breaking of the bread reminds us that every time the
Qutrbana is celebrated on the altar this New
Covenant in the blood of Christ is renewed and
made present on the altar.
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JohnBaby % -
Std. IX - Immaculate
Conception Church, Dombivli

A

I've been looking up to sky when | was a child.
I've always wanted to fly in mild air and high.
I've always seen the life way simple.

But the one’s whom | saw,

hadn’t shown me the darkside.

I've did the same, what they had shown,

But they hadn’t cared me at all.

But now | want to work more hard,

Sculpt my wings, and flap really hard,

Want to explore the world and go around,
cause’ you were my wings of freedom that | loved.

22 ) HOLY QURBANA-97

Life of Sharing

In the Last Supper Jesus broke the bread and gave it
to His disciples and said “do this in memory of me”.
We should not forget that these words of Jesus has a
meaning very much related to our lives. These words
of Jesus always remain as a call and a challenge to
each one of us. itis a call to spend ourselves, sharing
all that we have with others. That is a call to live a life
of sacrifice and self giving. In the letter to Hebrews
we read about sacrifice pleasing to God. First we see
“through Him let us offer God an unending sacrifice
of praise. Then about pleasing sacrifice: “Keep doing
good works and sharing your resources, for these are
the sacrifice that please God” (Heb. 13:15-16). We
are called to live what we celebrate on the altar then
only our celebration becomes fruitful and
meaningful in our life. So we can say that every
Qurbana is a sacramental and symbolic celebration
signifying what our life should be after the model of
Christ.

| really want to get fame,

So, the people who ignored me

will come with me, in my way.

But, | realized the more people will know,

when | was ashamed.

So, | taught myself the values of life,

For me to be able to survive through the wild.
Sorry my friends cause’ | left you behind,

Cause’ the principles that | had learned,

Was never to be bear always the pain,

And never to be rebellious like my brain.

But it’s too late, when | had found,

That you were the one’s who gathered me around.
And the wings | spoke about, the listener was you,
The people who ignored me, | you too.

But now | know,

that you were my wings of support and love,

That | had, a lost, and got it back when | found you.
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St. Joseph:

The Most Chaste Spouse

God was greatly pleased with Joseph’s conduct. He not
only obeyed God but also loved Him beyond measure.
Now, that Joseph had become independent, God gave
him a new mission- Marriage. His angel had already
intimated him about Mary. Joseph was filled with
heavenly joy over the greatest gift he could receive as
he knew how much God loved and cherished Mary.
God had revealed to both, Mary and Joseph, about
each other. They rejoiced and fervently prayed for each
other for over ten years. Joseph was made aware, by his
angel, that Mary had dedicated herself completely to
God. This information stirred up this great saint and
he too vowed perpetual virginity.

Joseph had reached the age of thirty and the time had
drawn near for him to receive his bride. As he
spiritually prepared himself, one day, his angel
appeared to him and placed a white dove into his
hands as a symbol of his guardianship over Mary’s
virginity. Joseph felt ecstatic over this revelation as he
accepted the dove with the knowledge of the
extraordinary responsibility he shouldered.

Since the summons for Mary’s marriage had been
publicized, many others, besides the line of David, had
to come to seck the hand of this holy maiden. In order
to ensure who was worthy of her, the priest suggested
that a dried branch would be given out to all the
eligible candidates, and the man to marry her would be
the one whose branch would blossom. In spite of
choosing the most unobtrusive spot, Joseph’s branch
blossomed miraculously into snow-white flowers and
they witnessed a snow-white dove descend from
heaven and settle on his head. All who saw this were
amazed and acknowledged that Joseph was the one set
aside for Mary. They were then engaged and rejoiced
greatly at the presence and gift of each other.

Joseph was careful to speak to her with reverence and
love while Mary obediently followed him. On their
arrival from Jerusalem to Nazareth, they entered
Mary’s little house late at night and settled there.
Joseph chose a room for her where she could retire at
night and say her prayers while he slept in another.
Although they lived in poverty, they rejoiced at the
favours God had poured out upon them. There were
days where they had to sleep on a hungry stomach, yet
it only humbled them further.

Shortly after, Angel Gabriel declared to Mary that she
would conceive a son by the power of the Holy Spirit.
She was in complete awe as she accepted this
extraordinary vocation. During this moment, Joseph
was in a heavenly trance as he received the message
that the Messiah would be arriving. But he had not
known about the divine revelation to Mary and she
waited for God to reveal it to him. Nevertheless,
Joseph sensed great holiness and grace emit from her
since then. A few days later, he accompanied her to
Elizabeth’s house and returned. There, for the first
time, the presence of Jesus was acknowledged by
Elizabeth as she was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with joy over the divine revelation.

When Mary returned home after three months,
Joseph’s happiness knew no bounds. However, when
he noticed signs of pregnancy within Mary, he was
completely shaken, disturbed, and smitten with anxiety.
It broke his heart as he couldn’t perceive Mary to have
poor conduct nor could he understand the cause of
her bearing a child. As he decided to silently walk away,
he bore ineffable pain to leave her. That night, his
angel appeared to him in a dream and explained that
he was to father the messiah and that Mary was to be
his Mother. He woke up in exuberance and lay
prostrate on the ground secking forgiveness from God
as he doubted upon his most chaste Mary. He ran to
Mary with tears of joy and they both exclaimed and
rejoiced over this divine Mystery.

Young bachelors and spinsters, who are waiting to find
their spouse, often fall for the fagade the world offers
about love and marriage. Let’s look at this exemplary
Holy Couple who fought all odds through prayer, love,
and complete trust. Spiritual preparation is the most
essential foundation of married life. Let us then seek
the intercession of St. Joseph that young candidates
who search for their spouses may prepare themselves
in union with the Holy Spirit and fulfil their call
towards marital vocation, like the Holy Couple.

Prepared by:

Sophia Joseph
Holy Trinity Church, Thane
Bible Apostolate u
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_ _’__?5 Articles on St. Joseph from

}( ‘/*’ June 2021 to December 2021.
Registration for Kerygma

Bible Quiz Competition 2021 from 24"

August2021 to 31" August 2021.

Study Materials will be available from

14" September 2021.

Kerygma Exam - First Level on 31"

October 2021.

Kerygma Exam - Second Level on 07"

November 2021.
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Kerygma 2021 rules and regulations were
provided in the Juneissue of Lantern.
25% questions will be from the online
classes based on the topic of Kerygma
2021 which were already uploaded on
the official YouTube channel of the
department (YouTube link and the
website details are provided on the
rules and regulations).
Fr. Jomon Thekkumthala
Director - Bible Apostolate
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Dn. Jerine Memorial
Online Solo Singing Competition 2021

Category- A - WINNERS
1st - Angel Satheesh 2nd - Angelina Sheril 3rd - Joanna Sheril
St. Sebastian Church, Kalamboli St. Thomas Catholic Church, Dapodi St. Thomas Catholic Church, Dapodi

Category- B - WINNERS

1st - Sayana Jibi 2nd - Marina Sam 3rd - Bestina Denny
Mother of Victory Church, Tikujiniwadi St. Alphonsa Forane Church, Vasai(W) St. Alphonsa Forane Church, Vasai(W)

Category- C - WINNERS

1st - Silla Mary Kurian 2nd - Sr. Alphonsa Maria 3rd - John J. Chiramel
St. Sebastian Church, Kanjurmarg (E) St. George Forane Church, Panvel St. Sebastians Forane Church, Mahim
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A special hello to all the 10th & 12th standard pass
outs of 2020 and 2021!

Why specially you?

We, the Kalyan Eparchy Youth, are coming up with an
amazing Online Camp for all the fresher's

“PIST-PHILIA”

Kalyan Eparchy Youth
Presents

PISTI - PHILIA

All Batches commence at 11:00 AM
10th (2020 - Z5th Juy

10th (2021) - 1st August

12th (2020] - 8th August

12th (2021) - 15th August

Registration Open
till 18th July

e

A
[ L«‘

N\ Get Ready For a Fun-filled Online Experience

Sunday Funday

LEADERSHIP TRAINING CAMP 2K21

Brought to you by
22ND & 29TH ,(
AUGUST 2K21 %% e

Leadershlp Trammg Camp (LTC)

Aone day camp, exclusively for the youth executives of all
the parishes in our diocese will be held this year Online on
22nd and 29th August 2021, dividing into different
Foranes. This camp strives to develop leadership skills in
our youth through various interactive sessions, games,
activities and group discussions.

KEYword — PATRIS CORDE

Read the extract of the encyclical 'PATRIS CORDE' and
click on the below link to solve the quiz. Last date of
submitting response is 20-08-2021. Names of the
winners will be published in the next issue and on our
social media handles.

Link for the Passage
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pJiYX7CFOok84LLAeZ
DWZaCHANXvyqpS/view?usp=sharing

Link for the Quiz
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1j_MxBB67014K0dlh
BlZegpaCJ4SY19B_ypMSOf27zew/edit?usp=sharing

WINNERS OF JULY EDITION

Manu Johnson
St Thomas Cathedral, Kalyan (W)

Justin Jacob
StMary's Church, Badlapur

Vini Joseph Mandanath
St Anthony Church, Kurla

Correct Answers of July Edition
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11X07QilnFwYE7xHzbY
Neug7v8LGwLTu-/view?usp=sharing

Oath Taking Ceremony Of KEY
(Eparchy of Kalyan)

Due to the prevailing Pandemic situation, The Oath Taking
Ceremony of the newly elected DEXCO Team of KEY for
the Year 2021-22 was conducted online in the presence
of our beloved Bishop Mar Thomas Elavanal. 22 DEXCO
members have been elected from our Eparchy of Kalyan.
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MARY

THE MOTHER OF -
ALL CHILDREN H;;;gs;;zzz;zif;i‘:i;;i;“s;ﬁ;z;z
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own eyes? It truly must be a sight to
behold! A Marian Apparition is a supernatural
event of the appearance of Mother Mary to
people. Of the many Marian Apparitions that
have occurred over the centuries, there are three
that are most-famous and widely known; two of
which took place in France in the 19th Century,
Our Lady of La Salette in September 1846, Our
Lady of Lourdes in 1858 & Our Lady of Fatima in
1917.

Interestingly, Mother Mary appeared to
'children' and gave them messages of Salvation
for the whole world. In some instances, these
children were taught by Mother Mary to pray the
Rosary, were given future predictions and even
messages to the Pope!

Young, innocent and in some cases even not very
well-educated children were given such a huge
responsibility. These children were often
thoroughly examined by the authorities to
confirm their supernatural “meetings” with
Mother Mary. All of them held their ground with
devout faith. The theologians were shocked by
their revelations because whatever they revealed
took some experts years of serious dedication to

grasp.
But why did Mother Mary choose to
appear to 'children'?

® Right from the moment she held the infant
Jesus in her arms she knew she'd be a Mother
tousall.

® Jtischildren thatappeal to her heart the most.
Its their innocence and their piety that attracts
Mary our Mother to them.

® Her apparition sanctified those children's
lives. The children that Mother Mary
appeared to also went on to become saints of
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the Catholic Church.

What makes our heavenly Mother so
very special?

® To each one of us, when we consecrate
ourselves to her, she takes a maternal charge
of each and every need of ours just like our
own Mother. She knows what is best for us.
She never leaves ourside.

No Mountain is too big or the problem too
small for Mary Our Mother to intervene.

Once we begin to accept her as Our Mother,
we begin to understand how much she loves
us. Saint Maximilian Kolbe says- “Never be
afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too much.
You cannever love her more than Jesus did.”

® If you want to reach Heaven, your surest way
is to pray a Rosary every day with Her. In the
moments of your solitude speak to her just
like a child does to his / her mother.

® Tell her all your worries and on such
complete surrender you'll see how she will
obtain for you all that you thought was
impossible.

® There is no one who has clinged to Mother
Mary who has ever failed. In the quiet
moments of our lives, whispering a single
Hail Mary is enough to obtain all the graces
from heaven.

Let us consider this month as an invitation to
prepare ourselves spiritually for the upcoming
feasts of the Assumption and the Coronation of
our Blessed Mother. Let us make it a point to pray
the Rosary daily and never forget that every act
of love of ours can be added as a diamond in the
crown of our Mother dearest. May she cover us
all with the mantle of her graces.

Activity: Selfie with Mamma Mary

Click a selfie with any image or statue of Mother Mary
and do not forget to add an interesting caption.

Mail your entries to lanternkidsroom@gmail.com
on or before 15th August, 2021.

The best three entries will be featured in the next
issue of Kalyan Lantern.

DID YOU
KNOW?

@ Between the years 1937 and 1940 in Heede,
Germany, Mother Mary appeared numerous
times to four children - Margaret Gansferth,
Greta Gansferth, Anna Schulte and Susanna
Bruns.

® She revealed herself as, "Queen of the
Universe" and "Queen of the poor souls in
Purgatory".

o In the year 1950, Pope Pius Xl declared the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin as a
Dogma of the Catholic Church. The Feast of
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is
celebrated on August 15.

e On 11th October 1954, Pope Pius XIl
declared a new Feast - the Feast of the
Coronation of Mother Mary by her Son as the
Queen of Heaven. The Feast was initially
celebrated on the last day of the Marian
month, i.e. on 31st May.

o Lateron, the Feast day of the Coronation was
shifted from 31st May to 22nd August, i.e.
the 8th day of the Assumption, by Pope Paul
Vlinthe year 1969.

Compiled by
Rohit Albin Cheyaden
St. Thomas Cathedral Church, Kalyan(W)

Winners of the previous issue (July 2021)
Activity : Crossword — St. Thomas

1. Glennis Joy, St. Kuriakose E.C. Church, Kandivali (E)
2. Shanelle Pallikunnath, St. Joseph's Church, Airoli
3. Shaunna Pallikunnath, St. Joseph's Church, Airoli
4. Angela Bijoy, Infant Jesus Church, Tilaknagar

5. Angel Shaijo, St Thomas Church, Mira Road




In general, Doctrine is all Church teaching in matters
of faith and morals. Dogma is more narrowly defined
as that part of doctrine which has been divinely
revealed and which the Church has formally defined
and declared to be believed as revealed.

Whatis Dogma?

Dogmas in a simple way, are truths revealed by God.
Dogmas are truths, contained in Sacred Scripture or
Sacred Tradition and are revealed by God which have
been proposed by the Teaching Authority of the
Church to be believed as such. These teachings are
considered infallible and binding on all believers now
and in the futute; this is to say that the church’s
dogmatic teachings are true and cannot change.
Dogmas are not created but are drawn from God’s
revelation. Additional dogmas can be declared as the
Church deepensits understanding of revealed truths.

Once the church defines or acknowledges something
as dogma, it is immutable. The ground for the
immutability of dogmas lies in the Divine origin of
the Truths which they express. Divine Truth is as
immutable as God Himself: “The truth of the Lord
remaineth forever” (Ps.116,2). “Heaven and earth
shall pass away: but my word shall not pass”

(Mk.13,31).

If a baptised person deliberately denies or doubts a
dogma, he is guilty of the sin of heresy and
automatically becomes subject to the punishment of
excommunication.

Dr Ludwing Ott, a catholic priest and theologian in
his book “Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma” gives a
list of 252 Dogmas. Some of the Dogmas are as

What is the difference between
Dogma and Doctrine?
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follows: Jesus’ two natures (God and man), Jesus’
resutrection from the dead, the transformation of
bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus at
Holy Qurbana, Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist. etc.

The are Four Marian Dogmas

1 Divine Motherhood (Proclaimed at Council of
Ephesusin431)

2. Perpetual Virginity (Proclaimed at Council of
Lateranin 649)

3. Immaculate Conception (Proclaimed by Pope
Pious IX in his Apostolic Constitution
“Ineffabilis Deus" on December 8, 1854)

4. The Assumption (Proclaimed by Pope Pious XII
in his Encyclical “Munificentissimus Deus" on
November 1,1950)

Whatis Doctrine?

Doctrines just mean teachings of the church. Though
they are not considered divinely revealed, they are
indirectly connected with the Deposit of Divine
Revelation (Sactred Scripture and tradition). They are
received teachings of the church that began with the
earliest Gospels and the first century Didache, and is
today summarized in the Catechism of the Catholic
Chutrch.

Technically, all Dogmas are doctrines but all doctrines
are not Dogmas. Doctrines are not considered
infallible like Dogmas and they can be altered and
modified. Doctrines can be reformed only in the
sense that they can be further developed upon (e.g.
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added upon and re-formulated) but not completely
discarded, retracted or detracted. The Assumption of
Mary was a doctrine but later, in 1950 it was
proclaimed as a Dogma.

Examples of doctrines of faith would be the fact of
the Blessed Virgin Mary’s death prior to her glorious
assumption, the fact that Mary had a role to play in her
co-operation with her Son in our redemption, the
canonization of specific saints, the teaching that only

men can be ordained priests, etc. These teachin,
though not dogmatic, are inerrant in themselves anc
are usually taught in an infallible exercise of the
ordinary universal magisterium (Pope and bishops all
ovet the world).

Compiled by
Fr. Lijo Velliyamkandathil
Priest, Diocese of Kalyan

References: Dr. Ludwig Ott, Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma, published by the Mercier Press Ltd., Cork, Ireland, 1955. With the Imprimatur of
Cornelius, Bishop. Reprinted in the U.S.A. by Tan Books and Publishers, Rockford, lllinois, 1974. The Holy Spirit Assists the Roman Pontiff, General
Audience, by Pope John Paul Il on 24 march 1993. Paul Haffner, The Mystery of Mary, Gracewing Publications, Chicago. 2004.

KALYAN MATHRUSANGHAM

Patron’s Day Celebration

On the occasion of Patron’s Day, few members
from the Central committee had visited Bishop
on 03rd Jul to convey their wishes directly to
His Excellency Mar Thomas Elavanal, Bishop of
Diocese of Kalyan. Kalyan Mathrusangam
celebrated a virtual Patron’s Day 2021 on 04th
Jul, 2021 via its Facebook Page telecasted by
Catholic Focus
(httpsy/fwww.youtube.com/watch?v=BcH71WcB2j
A)

His Excellency graced and addressed everyone
on the occasion. Various cultural programs
enhanced the whole event which involved few
parishes. Fr Bibin, Asst Director-KMS,
conveyed festal wishes on behalf of the whole
Mathrusangam.

ARMONIA 2021

Since this year is dedicated to St Joseph, our
ARMONIA competitions are based on the
same. The Following competitions will be
conducted for all the members of KMS from
our Diocese-

1. Let your Pen dance an essay Competition
with the theme “St Joseph - A true husband
and the real hero of Family”. This can be
submitted either in Malayalam or English
with the last day of submission being
August 15th, 2021. The entries to be posted
to ARMONIA-21, B-38, Bishops House, IIT
Market Gate, PO, Powai, Mumbai - 400 076

2. Wear to Bear a Fancy Dress competition
theme being “St Joseph” and the video to be
submitted between 17th - 20th Aug, 2021.
This video to be send via email to
kalyanmathrusangam@gmail.com

3. Sing Aloud which is Solo Song where ANY
song on St Joseph can be sung without any
music or karaoke. Entry video may be
submitted between 21st - 24th Aug, 2021 to
kalyanmathrusangam@gmail.com

Rules and regulations of the ARMONIA 2021
competition has been circulated via Kalyan
Mathrusangam Whatsapp groups
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Medium, 25/ 168 /60 / MCA / Presently
working as Software Developer / Parents
from Thrissur / 9869058991 /
9869792996
coporinchu1164@gmail.com
G0OC202170630

Fair / 25 /152 /70 / M.Sc. Microbiology /
Presently working as Medical Writer /
Parents from Thrissur/
9167153436/9869033350/
jennyantony67@gmail.com
G0C202172335

) Fair, 27 / 152 / 65 / MBA from NMIMS /
L4 =\ ~ Presently working as Assistant Manager
& B Deloitte US|, Mumbai / Father from

Fair, 29 /160 /70 / BE (Civil) PGDM
(Civil) / Business /
Parents from Thrissur /

Changanacherry & Mother from Thrissur /
B&B Mumbai / 9867291499 / 9820277467/
mathewst10@gmail.comGOC202172198

Fair, 31 / 175 / 75 | BBA Computer
Application / Present working with CMA
CGM GBS India Pvt.Ltd / Parents from

7

9371002489 / 7838076077
+ davidcjacob@gmail.com
4 / GOC202171332

Medium, 33 / 167 / 82 / Electronics &
Telecom Engg. / Presently working as JE
(Tele) in Railways, Nanded, Maharashtra /

Thrissur/9769609952
antonypandary@gmail.com
G0C202172261

Permanent Residence at Ambernath,
O Mumbai/9158047622/

sij.strings@gmail.com  GOC201852565
Moderate Fair, 28 / 182 / 65 / MBA in
Marketing / Presently working as MD
Marketfx Media Pvt. Ltd. / Parents from
Kollam / 9890131941 / 9834699203 /
mariammasolomon.123@gmail.com
G0C202172004

THANKSGIVING TO ST. JOHN PAUL-II
Geocey Shejy — Kamothe

THANKSGIVING TO ST. JUDE
Jabin Jacob — Vashi
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Contact:

C. L. DAVID VALAPPILA
9323196882 / 9821222065
Dombivali
8879229738
Thane
9167534571

Branch Office:
Kannur, Calicut, Trichur, Ernakulam,
Kottayam, Kollam and Trivandrum
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