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YOUR WORD IS A LAMP TO
MY FEET & A LIGHT TO MY PATH

EDITORIAL03

XymK\nÀ`camb�kvt\lw

Hcp almZpc´¯nsâ \ngenemWv Cu hÀjs¯ {InkvXpaÊv h¶Wbp¶Xv. km¼¯nI {]XnkÔnbpw cq£ambn 
ap¶nepv. Cu ]ivNm¯e¯nemWv, kt´mj¯nsâbpw im´nbptSbpw ktµiw ]Icp¶ Xncp¸ndhn BtLmjnt¡Xv.

krjvSmhpw ]cn]meI\pamb ssZhw temI¯nsâ Zp:ØnXn¡p ]cnlmcw ImWm³ a\pjy\mbn AhXcn¨v 
c£mamÀ¤w Xpd¡pIbmbncp¶p. temIs¯¸änbpÅ AhnSps¯ IcpXensâbpw kvt\l¯nsâbpw {]Xy£oIcWamWv 
a\pjyhXmcw.

{InkvXpaknÂ \mw XymK]qÀ®amb ssZhkvt\ls¯bmWv ImWp¶Xv. B kvt\laqÀ¯nbpsS ktµiw. “\n§Ä 
X½nÂ X½nÂ kvt\ln¸n³” F¶mWv. kvt\l¯n\p XSÊambn \nev¡p¶Xv kzmÀ°Xbpw, A[nImc{]a¯Xbpw 
hntZzjhpamWv.

hnip² AKkvXnt\mkv kvt\ls¯Ipdn¨v C{]Imcw ]dbp¶p. “AXnsâ Ic§Ä aäpÅhcpsS klmb¯ns\¯p¶p, AXnsâ 
]mZ§Ä Zcn{Zcpw AhicpambhcpsS ASp¡te¡v [rXns¸Sp¶p. AXnsâ I®pIÄ IjvSXsbbpw Bhiy§sfbpw Is¯p¶p. 
AXnsâ ImXpIÄ a\pjycpsS Ic¨nepw hnem]hpw tIÄ¡p¶p”.

Cu {InkvXpakv kvt\lw IcIhnsªmgpIp¶ ]pgbmbn \½nte¡v HgpIs«. kvt\l¯n\mbn Zmln¡p¶ lrZb§fnÂ 
kvt\lw \ndbs«.

sImtdmWsb¶ almamcnbpsS Icn\ngÂ hoWnS¯v kvt\lambn, km´z\ambn, klmbambn, IcpXembn, 
{]mÀ°\bmbn \ap¡p amdmw.

“It’s not how much we give
but how much love
we put into giving”

Mother Teresa

GhÀ¡pw {InkvXpaÊntâbpw
]pXphXvkc¯ntâbpw BiwkIÄ

Dn. Jackson (Sebastian) Attichirayil
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Church,
Dighi, Pune (Diocese of Kalyan)
Date of Ordination: 26 December, 2021

Dn. Albin Koonammavu
Our Lady of Fatima Church, Kottanellur
Irinjalakuda Diocese
Date of Ordination: 29th December, 2021
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GhÀ¡ pw {InkvXpaÊntâbpw
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CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 2020 - 2021
(Diocese of Kalyan)

St. Joseph Welfare Foundation
St. Joseph’s Church
Amount spent towards Medical Help, 
Rental Help, Food Kit during Covid, 
Flood relief at Kolhapur & Chiplun, 
Helping Hand to Mother Teressa Homes

` 9,93,000/-

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH, AKURDI

ST. SEBASTIAN CHURCH, AMBOLI
Karunya Trust Amount spent towards Medical Help ` 35,000/-

Christ The King Trust Bhandup, 
Santhome Charitable Trust of Kalyan
Amount spent towards Medical Help, 
Education Help, Rental Help, Help 
provided In Kind, other charitable 
initiatives

` 2,11,693/-

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, BHANDUP

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH, BHAYANDER
Sacred Heart Catholic Trust, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Sacred Heart Catholic Church Education Help, Rental Help, Provisions,

In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 5,79,486/-

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, BHIWANDI
St. Marys Foundation Medical Help, Education Help, In Kind,

other charitable initiatives ` 50,000/-

St. ANTONY'S CHURCH, BHOSARI
Adams Kalyan Foundation, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Pithruvedi, Mathrusangam EducationHelp, Provisions, In Kind,

other charitable initiatives ` 52,076/-

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, BOISAR
Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Education Help, Rental Help, Provisions,
In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 83,000/-

ST THOMAS FORANE CHURCH, BORIVLI
St Thomas Navjeevan Trust, Borivli, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
From Parishioners Provisions, In Kind ` 6,96,000/-

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, BYCULLA
Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Education Help, Rental Help, Provisions,
In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 50,000/-

LITTLE FLOWER PARISH, CHAKALA
Karunya trust account, chakala, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Adams Kalyan foundation In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 55,000/-

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, COLABA
Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Education Help, Rental Help,
Provisions, In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 65,000/-

Karunya Trust, Dapodi Branch
Amount spent towards Medical 
Help, Rental Help, Provisions, 
other charitable initiatives

` 2,58,500/-

ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, DAPODI
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ST. THOMAS FORNE CHURCH, KALINA
Santhome Welfare Amount spent towards Rental Help,
Foundation, Kalina In Kind ` 85,000/-

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, DEHU ROAD
Amount spent towards Medical Help ` 26 738/-

ST. JUDE’S CHURCH, DHOBITALAO
Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Education Help, Rental Help, Provisions,
In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 4,50,000/-

LITTLE FLOWER FORANE CHURCH, NERUL
Little Flower Charitable Trust, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Little Flower Forane Church Rental Help, Provisions, In Kind,

other charitable initiatives ` 19,16,197/-

SACRED HEART CHURCH, GOREGAON (WEST)
Karunya Trust Amount spent towards Medical Help, Rental Help ` 75,655/-

ST. SEBASTIAN CHURCH, GOREGAON EAST
Karynya Trust Amount spent towards Medical Help ` 47,500/-

ST. ALPHONSA FORANE CHURCH, KALEWADI
Medical Help, Education Help, In Kind,
other charitable initiatives ` 19,56,400/-

St.Thomas Syro Malabar 
Church Trust, Kalyan (W)
Amount spent towards 
Medical Help, Education Help, 
Rental Help, Provisions, other 
charitable initiatives

` 11,77,616/-

ST.THOMAS CATHEDRAL CHURCH, KALYAN (W)

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH, KALYAN EAST
Karunya Trust, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
St.Bartholomew Trust Education Help, Rental Help, Provisions ` 2,74,906/-

ST. THERESA’S CHURCH, KANDIVALI WEST
St. Theresas Amount spent towards Medical Help, Rental Help,
Welfare Trust Provisions, other charitable initiatives ` 4,45,800/-

Adams Kalayan Foundation
Amount spent towards Medical 
Help, Provisions, In Kind

` 93,700/-

OUR LADY OF ROSARY CHURCH, KATRAJ

INFANT JESUS CHURCH, KOPARKHAIRANE
Infant Jesus Trust Koparkhairane Amount spent towards

Medical Help, Education Help,
Rental Help, Provisions, In Kind ` 1,82,455/-

ST MARY'S CHURCH, LONAVALA
Amount spent towards Medical Help ` 50,000/-
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SACRED HEART CHURCH, MALAD
Karunya Trust, Malad Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Sacred Heart Foundation Education Help, Provisions, In Kind,

other charitable initiatives ` 4,35,385/-

KALYAN LANTERN
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St. George Trust New Panvel
Amount spent towards 
Medical Help, Rental Help, 
other charitable initiatives

` 9,96,271/-

ST ALPHONSA CHURCH, MANKHURD
St Alphonsa Trust, Mankhurd, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Santhome Charitable Trust of Kalyan In Kind, other charitable

initiatives ` 5,23,000/-

KRISTURAJ CHURCH, MAROL
Karunya Trust, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Adams Kalyan Foundation Education Help, Provisions, In Kind,

other charitable initiatives ` 2,68,000/-

MIRA ROAD
Help provided In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 12,700/-

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH, NAIGAON
Adams Kalyan Foundation Amount spent towards Medical Help,

In Kind ` 30,000/-

ST. GEORGE CATHOLIC CHURCH, NALLASOPARA
Karunya Trust, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Santa Georgia Foundation Provisions, other charitable initiatives ` 2,51,390/-

Bl Kuriakose Elias Chavara Trust
Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Education Help, Provisions, In Kind,
other charitable initiatives

` 6,05,000/-

ST KURIAKOSE ELIAS CHAVARA CHURCH, DIGHI, PUNE

ST JOSEPH’S FORANE CHURCH, POWAI
Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Education Help, Rental Help, Provisions, In Kind,
other charitable initiatives ` 5,23,236/-

ST. GEORGE FORANE CHURCH, NEW PANVEL

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, SHELL COLONY
Adams Kalyan foundation Rental Help, Provisions, In Kind ` 61000/-

Good Shepherd Social Welfare Centre
Amount spent towards Medical Help, 
Provisions, In Kind

` 1,54,725/-

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, THANE

ST. THOMAS CHURCH, VARTAK NAGAR
St. Thomas Charitable Trust Amount spent towards Medical Help ` 10,000/-

ST. ALPHONSA FORANE CHURCH, VASAI WEST
Amount spent towards Medical Help, Education Help,
In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 2,34,617/-

ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH VIRAR
Help provided In Kind ` 25,000/-
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Karunya Trust
Amount spent towards Medical Help, 
Education Help, Rental Help, 
Provisions

` 1,57,094/-

SAN JOS CHURCH, WAGLE ESTATE

ST. SEBASTIAN'S FORANE CHURCH, MAHIM
St. Sebastian's Charitable Trust Amount spent towards Medical Help,

Education Help, Provisions ` 56,150/-

ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH 
WANOWARIE / HANDEWADI

Santhome Foundation
Amount spent towards Medical Help

` 1,00,000/-

Total amount spent by Kalyan Diocese only through Churches ` 1,43,54,290 /-

BISHOP’S HOUSE, POWAI
St. Alphonsa High Concession & Covid 19 relief to Students
School, Kalewadi ` 1,42,78,100

St. Mary’s High Concession & Covid 19 relief to Students
School, Andheri ` 44,14,332

St. Thomas High Concession & Covid 19 relief to Students
School, Kalyan (E) ` 1,44,64,423

Santhome Ration Kit, Community Kitchen,
Trust of Kalyan & Mask, Medical, House Rent, ` 91,41,514/-
Santhome Education Help & Tablet to Students
Charitable Trust Donated to Chief Minister’s Relief Fund

Grand Total ` 4,22,98,369

SCHOOLS & CONVENTS
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 2020 - 2021

ASSUMPTION ADORATION CONVENT
Amount spent towards Education Help, Provisions ` 11,000/-

MALAD (EAST) – (CMI FATHERS & CSC SISTERS)
St George Education Society, Amount spent towards Education Help,
St Marys Vidya Niketan Trust, School Fee discount (STES),
Jyoti Niwas Trust And School fee discount (SMVNT),
Jesu Bhavan Trust Malad (JNT) , (JBT), In Kind:
(E) Mumbai (CMI Fathers Mobile phones, Grocery Kit,
And CSC Sisiters) School Fee ` 1,04,54,700/-

SANJOE BHAVAN CONVENT
Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Education Help ` 17,000/-

PRESENTATION CONVENT, NERUL

Presentation Convent 
school Nerul, Arpana 
Educational Trust
Amount spent towards 
Medical Help, 
Education Help, other 
charitable initiatives

` 27,26,854/-

SACRED HEART CONVENT HIGH SCHOOL & SACRED HEART 
CONVENT NASHIK

Sacred Heart Convent Nashik, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Sacred Heart Convent Education Help, Rental Help, Provisions,
High School In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 89,29,323/-

HOLY FAMILY CONVENT, JALGAON
Holy Family Mary Matha Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Service Society, Jalgaon Education Help, charitable initiatives ` 3,57,179/-
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High School In Kind, other charitable initiatives ` 89,29,323/-

HOLY FAMILY CONVENT, JALGAON
Holy Family Mary Matha Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Service Society, Jalgaon Education Help, charitable initiatives ` 3,57,179/-
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Ancillae Trust Thiruvambady,
Karunya Trust
Amount spent towards Medical 
Help, Education Help, Rental Help, 
Partial payment for buying house, 
Provisions, In Kind, other charitable 
initiatives

` 12,98,776/-

HOLY FAMILY CONVENT , ULHASNAGAR-4
Holy Family Convent High School, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Holy Family Education Society Education Help, Provisions,

other charitable initiatives ` 88,71,977/-

ANCILLAE SECULAR INSTITUTE, SNEHA SADAN, ULHASNAGAR

MISSION CENTRES
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 2020 – 2021

SANGLI MISSION SOCIETY
Sangli Mission Society, Amount spent towards Medical Help,
Dnyandeepti Educational, Education Help, In Kind,
Charitable Society other charitable initiatives 4,26,77,591/-

As soon as the Covid 19 broke out in India and country 
went into a nationwide lockdown, Sangli Mission 
prioritized its activities and extended support to the 
needy people by providing food materials and health 
materials. It also extends its various centers as Covid 
hospitals, quarantine centers and vaccine centers. It 
reached out to the marginalized and vulnerable  groups 
like Persons with disabilities; PLHIVS, Migrant laborers 
etcSangli Mission established very good rapport in the 
area with like-minded NGOs and various Govt 
departments to provide all kids of support to Covid 
affected people. Following are the major highlights of 
the activities
• 4411 children got counselling through Childline and 

Vihaan projects during this Covid Pandemic

REPORT

• Provided food kits to  1713 families worth Rs 1000
• Gave supplementary 425 HIV infected children and 

300 children with disabilities.
• Health Kit to 900 families
• Supported 125 Families to begin Income Generating 

progrms

• COVID awareness campaigns for 1453 participants
• 3154 Home delivery of ART medication to  PLHIVs
• 349 were supported to get HIV testing and 337 for 

TB testing
• Infrastructure facilities in Alphonsa School Yadrav, 

Jeevdan Zarap, AnugrhaKhed were given as Covid-
19 quarantine centres. 

• Alphonsa School Shahuwadi was converted into 
Covid hospital 

• Organized blood donation campaign and 70 people 
donated blood.

• 100 % concession 
of fee for the 25 
children who lost 
their both parents 
and 60% to 35 
students who lost 
single parent due 
to Covid-19

SATARA-SOLAPUR REGION
• “Param Prasad Charitable Society” by MCBS Fathers

• “AmalJyothi Charitable Society, Lonand” by CMC Sisters
• “Mary Matha Holy Family Service Society” by CHF Sisters 
• SD Convents Satara &Koregaon  • SCSA ConventSadepur

PARTICULARS DETAILS AMOUNT TOTAL
MEDICAL Hospital Expenses 1,62,000/-

Facemask, Gloves, Sanitizer, PPE kit 21,000/-
Preventive Medicines 41,081/- 2,24,081/-

FOOD Food Kit  705810/- + In cash - 52000/- 7,57,810/-
EDUCATIONAL Fees Exemption (100%)

300000+10000+300000+588660 11,98,660/-
Fees Concession 22% = 2184500/-
20% = 8341500/- + 15% = 1750000/- 1,22,76,000/-
Scholarship 2,17,000/- 1,36,91,660/-

HOUSING/ House Building & Maintenance 2,50,000/-
RENT House Rent 75,400/- 3,25,400/-
CLOTHING Cloths 43,977/- 43,977/-
OTHERS PM CARE (Prime Minister’s Relief Fund 50,000/-

Chief Minister’s Relief Fund 50,000/- 1,00,000/-
SUB TOTAL 1,51,42,928/- 1,51,42,928/-

Other Services Offered:
• The premises and Campus of one school was given to government to be used as Covid Center and Antigen Test 

Camp.
• 8 School buses were availed for nearly one year to local government agencies for Covid Relief services.
• The services of our intuitional staff were availed to government agencies. 
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ip{iqjnbpsS Imtdmkqk¡ ptijw 

ImÀ½nI³ Ip\nª p \n¶v “IÀ¯mhmb 
ssZhta, A§ bpsS ZmkcpsS ]m]§ fpw 

A]cm[§ fpw ImcpWym]qÀÆw £ an¡ Wta” 
F¶ {]mÀ°\ sNmÃp¶p. ip{iqjnbpsS 
Imtdmkqk¡ v P\§ Ä sNmÃnb {]Xyp¯cw 
Xs¶bmWv ChnsS ImÀ½nIsâ 
{]mÀ°]bpsSbpw BZy`mKw. kaql¯nsâ 
]m]§ Äs¡ Ãmw tamN\w \evIWta F¶v 
ImÀ½nI³ ssZht¯mSt]£ n¡ p¶ 
]m]tamN\ {]mÀ°\Xs¶bmWnXv.
A[c§ sf ]hn{XoIcn¡ Wta
XpSÀ¶v, “R§ fpsS A[c§ sf 

]hn{XoIcn¡ Wta” F¶mWv {]mÀ°n¡ p¶Xv. 
CXv Gi¿mbpsS ZÀi\t¯mSp _Ôs¸Sp¯n 
a\Ênem¡ mw. Gi¿mbpsS hnem]w Xm³ 
Aip²amb A[c§ fpffh\pw Aip²amb 
A[c§ fpffhcpsS at²y 
hkn¡ p¶h\pamsW¶pffXmbncp¶p (6:5). 
Cu {]mÀ°\¡ v {]Xyp¯cambn ssZhw 
At±l¯nsâ A[c§ sf hnip²oIcn¨p. 
At¸mÄ XncphN\w {]tLmjn¡ p¶Xn\pw 
ssZhkvXpXnIÄ Be]n¡ p¶Xn\pw 
{]hmNI³ tbmKy\mbn¯oÀ¶p. \½psS 

IpÀºm\bnÂ  ‘]cnip²³’ F¶ KoXw 

Be]n¡ p¶ kab¯v “R§ fpsS A[c§ sf 

]hn{XoIcn¡ bpw sN¿Wta” F¶v 
Gi¿mbpsS hm¡ pIÄ BhÀ¯n¨psImv 
ImÀ½nI³ {]mÀ°n¡ p¶pv. Gi¿mbpsS 
A[c§ sf kv]Àin¨ Xo¡ « hn. 
IpÀºm\bpsS {]XoIambn 
a\Ênem¡ Wsa¶pw \½Ä ImWpIbpmbn. 
hn. IpÀºm\kzoIcW¯n\pap¼mbn hopw 

“R§ fpsS A[c§ sf ]hn{XoIcn¡ Wta” 
F¶ Cu {]mÀ°\ hfsc AÀ°h¯mbn 

ImWmw. ‘hnip²tcmsSm¯v kzÀ¤¯nÂ 

A§ sb kvXpXn¡ phm³’ thnbmWv 
A[c§ sf ]hn{XoIcn¡ Wta 
F¶t]£ n¡ p¶Xv. CXv XpSÀ¶phcp¶ 

‘kzÀ¤kvY\mb ]nXmth’ F¶ {]mÀ°\tbmSv 

]m]tamN\¯n\mbpff
At]£
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Mar Thomas Elavanal
Bishop, Diocese of KalyanPrayer for Forgiveness

of Sins_Ôs¸Sp¯nbpw a\Ênem¡ mw.
at\mhnizmkt¯msS
‘A§ v \evInb at\mhnizmkt¯msS’ F¶ 
{]mÀ°\bneqsS, ssZhamWv \ap¡ v Cu 
at\mhnizmkw \evIp¶Xv F¶v \s½ 
HmÀan¸n¡ p¶p. Cu at\mhnizmk¯n\p 
ImcWw A§ bpsS k¶n[nbnÂ \nÀ½ecpw 
\njvIf¦cpambncn¡ phm\pÅ tbmKyX 
e`n¨XmWv. CXn\v sXm«pap¼pÅ 
A\pXm]ip{iqjbnÂ ssZhw \ap¡ v \evInb 
]m]tamN\¯neqsSbmWv \½Ä 
\nÀ½ecmbXv.
IpÀºm\bnse A\pXm]ip{iqj
IpÀºm\bnse, A\pcRvP\ip{iqjtbmSp 
_Ôs¸« {]mÀ°\Ifpw IÀ½§ fpw \½Ä 
ImWpIbpmbn. ChsbÃmw 
A\pcRvP\ip{iqjbpsS ]m]tamN\kz`mKw 
shfns¸Sp¯p¶hbmWv F¶v \½Ä 
a\Ênem¡ n. Ahkm\ambn 
]m]tamN\¯n\mbpff ImÀ½nIsâ 
{]mÀ°\bpapv. CXnÂ thhn[w 
A\pXm]t¯msS ]s¦Sp¡ pt¼mÄ hn. 
IpÀºm\bneqsS ]m]tamN\w \ap¡ v 
e`n¡ p¶p. F¦nÂ¸ns¶ Ip¼kmcw F¶ 
IqZmi kzoIcnt¡  BhiyanÃsÃm F¶v 
Hcp ]s£  Nn´nt¨¡ mw. hn. IpÀºm\bnse 
A\pcPvR\ip{iqj Ip¼kmcsa¶ IqZmisb 
A{]kàam¡ pIbÃ. amcI]m]w sNbvXv 
ssZh¯nsâ {]kmZhcw \jvSam¡ nb Hcp 
hyàn¡ v A\pcRvP\¯nsâ BtLmjamb 
hn. IpÀºm\bnÂ ]s¦Sp¡ phm³t]mepw 
tbmKyXbnÃ. AhÀ Ip¼kmcsa¶ 
IqZmibneqsS ssZhhpambn 
A\pcRvP\s¸SWw. F¦nÂ am{Xta  hn. 
IpÀºm\bnÂ ]s¦Sp¡ phm³ t]mepw 

AÀlcmbn¯ocpIbpffq. (ccc. 1415) 
hnip²ntbmSpw tbmKyXtbmSpw
F¶mÂ KuchXcamb amcI]m]§ fsÃ¦nepw 
am\pjnI_elo\XbneqsS h¶p t]mbn«pff 
eLp]m]§ Ä km[mcWambn \ap¡ pmImw. 
Ch Hmtcm{]mhiyhpw Ip¼kmc¯nÂ 

Gäp]dª v, ]m]tamN\w kzoIcn¡ phm³ 
km²yambncn¡ nÃ. C§ s\bpff 
AhkvYbnepw ̀àntbmSpw 
A\pXm]t¯mSpwIqsS IpÀºm\bnse 
A\pcRvP\ip{iqjbnÂ ]s¦Sp¡ pt¼mÄ 
IpÀºm\bnÂ \ap¡ v ]m]tamN\w 

kzoIcn¡ phm³ km[n¡ p¶p. (ccc. 1416) 
A§ s\ A\pcRvP\ip{iqjbneqsS ssZhw 

\½psS ]m]§ Ä¡ v tamN\w 
\evIp¶XpsImv hnip²ntbmSpw 
tbmKyXtbmSpwIqsS Hmtcm {]mhniyhpw hn. 
IpÀºm\ kzoIcn¡ phm³ \ap¡ v km[n¡ p¶p. 
Cu A\pcPvR\ip{iqjbpsS AÀ°hpw 
{]kànbpw a\Ênem¡ nsImv IpÀºm\bnÂ 
]¦psImffphm³ Ft¸mgpw \ap¡ v 
]cn{ian¡ mw.

After the Karosusa of  the deacon the celebrant 
bows and prays: “Lord, Our God, in your mercy 
forgive the sins and offences of  your servants’. 
This prayer of  the priest is almost similar to the 
response of  the community to the Karosusa of  
the deacon. But this is the prayer of  the celebrant 
imploring forgiveness from God for all the sins 
of  the community. It is almost like a prayer of  
absolution.
Sanctify our Lips
The priest continues his prayer saying “sanctify 
our lips”. This can be understood in relation to 
the vision and prayer of  Isaiah. Isaiah was 
weeping over his wretched state saying “I am a 
man of  unclean lips and I live among a people of  
unclean lips” (6:5). In response to his prayer God 
cleansed and purified his lips. Then he considered 
himself  worthy to proclaim God’s word and the 
praises of  God. While the community signs the 
hymn ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’ the celebrant in low 
voice prays like Isaiah this prayer “Cleanse us 
who are unclean and sanctify our lips”. We have 
already seen that the burning coal that cleansed 
the lips of  Isaiah is the symbol of  Eucharist. 
Hence this prayer before the Holy Communion 
to ‘sanctify our lips’ is very meaningful. The 
purpose of  sanctifying our lips is that we may 
‘praise you together with all the saints in heaven’. 
This can also be understood in relation to the 
prayer ‘Our Father’ that follows.
The Rite of  Reconciliation in the Qurbana
We have seen the prayers and rites related to the 
rite of  reconciliation in our Qurbana. These are 

all prayers imploring God for the remission of  
our sins. Towards the end, there is the prayer of  
the celebrant for the forgiveness of  sins. When 
we participate in these prayers with proper 
repentance and disposition we receive from God 
remission of  our sins. Then there may be a doubt 
as to the need and relevance of  the sacrament of  
Reconciliation.
The rite of  reconciliation in the Qurbana does 
not in anyway make the Sacrament of  Confession 
irrelevant and unnecessary. Anyone who is not in 
the state of  grace due to a mortal sin is not 
actually worthy to participate in the Holy 
Qurbana which is the celebration of  
reconciliation. They should first get reconciled 
with God through the Sacrament of  
reconciliation. Then only they become worthy to 
participate in the Holy Qurbana (ccc. 1415).
In Purity and Holiness
Even when we may not have committed any 
grave sin, as frail human beings we may have our 
failures and shortcomings in our life. It is not 
possible and necessary that every time before 
receiving communion we get forgiveness of  our 
venial sins and failures. Even in these situations if  
we participate in the rite of  reconciliation in the 
Qurbana with repentance and proper disposition 
every time we receive remission of  our sins from 
God (ccc.1416). Since we receive the remission 
of  our sins through the rite of  reconciliation 
every time we participate in the Qurbana we are 
enabled to receive Holy Communion in purity 
and holiness. Let us try to participate in the Holy 
Qurbana, understanding the meaning and 
relevance of  the rite of  reconciliation in it.
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After the Karosusa of  the deacon the celebrant 
bows and prays: “Lord, Our God, in your mercy 
forgive the sins and offences of  your servants’. 
This prayer of  the priest is almost similar to the 
response of  the community to the Karosusa of  
the deacon. But this is the prayer of  the celebrant 
imploring forgiveness from God for all the sins 
of  the community. It is almost like a prayer of  
absolution.
Sanctify our Lips
The priest continues his prayer saying “sanctify 
our lips”. This can be understood in relation to 
the vision and prayer of  Isaiah. Isaiah was 
weeping over his wretched state saying “I am a 
man of  unclean lips and I live among a people of  
unclean lips” (6:5). In response to his prayer God 
cleansed and purified his lips. Then he considered 
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praises of  God. While the community signs the 
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Hence this prayer before the Holy Communion 
to ‘sanctify our lips’ is very meaningful. The 
purpose of  sanctifying our lips is that we may 
‘praise you together with all the saints in heaven’. 
This can also be understood in relation to the 
prayer ‘Our Father’ that follows.
The Rite of  Reconciliation in the Qurbana
We have seen the prayers and rites related to the 
rite of  reconciliation in our Qurbana. These are 

all prayers imploring God for the remission of  
our sins. Towards the end, there is the prayer of  
the celebrant for the forgiveness of  sins. When 
we participate in these prayers with proper 
repentance and disposition we receive from God 
remission of  our sins. Then there may be a doubt 
as to the need and relevance of  the sacrament of  
Reconciliation.
The rite of  reconciliation in the Qurbana does 
not in anyway make the Sacrament of  Confession 
irrelevant and unnecessary. Anyone who is not in 
the state of  grace due to a mortal sin is not 
actually worthy to participate in the Holy 
Qurbana which is the celebration of  
reconciliation. They should first get reconciled 
with God through the Sacrament of  
reconciliation. Then only they become worthy to 
participate in the Holy Qurbana (ccc. 1415).
In Purity and Holiness
Even when we may not have committed any 
grave sin, as frail human beings we may have our 
failures and shortcomings in our life. It is not 
possible and necessary that every time before 
receiving communion we get forgiveness of  our 
venial sins and failures. Even in these situations if  
we participate in the rite of  reconciliation in the 
Qurbana with repentance and proper disposition 
every time we receive remission of  our sins from 
God (ccc.1416). Since we receive the remission 
of  our sins through the rite of  reconciliation 
every time we participate in the Qurbana we are 
enabled to receive Holy Communion in purity 
and holiness. Let us try to participate in the Holy 
Qurbana, understanding the meaning and 
relevance of  the rite of  reconciliation in it.
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{]£ p_v[hpw £ oWnXhpw hni¶p 
heª Xpw F¶mÂ kpc£ nXhpamb Hcp 
bm{Xbv¡ ptijw tPmk^v adnbt¯bpw 
tbiphnt\bpw CuPn]vXnÂ \n¶v 
Pdpkteante¡ v XncnsI sImpt]mbn. 
XpSÀ¶v hnip² IpSpw_¯n\p e`n¨ 
kwc£ W¯n\v kzÀ¤ob ]nXmhn\v \µn 
]dbm³ AhÀ BZyw tZhmeb¯nte¡ v 
t]mbn. X\n¡ v e`n¨ A\p{Kl§ Ä, 
tbiphntâbpw adnb¯ntâbpw km¶n[yw, 
tbip X\n¡ v bm{Xbv¡ nSbnÂ 
shfns¸Sp¯nb Znhyclky§ fpsS shfn]mSv 
Chsbms¡  HmÀ¯v tPmk^v ̀b`ànbnÂ 
\ndª p. AXn\ptijw _Xvetlanse tbip 
P\n¨ Øew kµÀin¡ m\pw ssZh]p{Xsâ 
P\\¯nÂ A\p`hn¨ hnImchnNmc§ Ä 
]p\ÀPvPohn¸n¡ m\pw tPmk^v AXnbmbn 
B{Kln¨ncp¶p. bm{XbnepS\ofw 
amemJamcpsS KoX§ Ä {ihn¡ m³ tPmk^n\v 
km[n¨p. tbip P\n¨ Øe¯v (Imens¯mgp 
¯nÂ) {]thin¨t¸mÄ At±l¯n\pmb 
kt´mj¯n\v AXncpIfnÃmbncp¶p. 
XmcXays¸Sp¯m\mhm¯ ss[cyw sImv 
At±lw \ndbpIbpw sNbvXp. ASp¯ Znhkw 
AhÀ \{k¯nte¡ v ]pds¸«p.

adnb¯nÂ \n¶pw tbiphnÂ \n¶pw {]hln¨ 
ssZhm\p{Klhpw hnip²nbpw A\p`hn¨dnª  
AbÂhmknIsfÃmw Ahsc hfsc 
kt´mjt¯msS A`nhmZyw sNbvXp. AhÀ 
t\sc AhcpsS Ffnb Krl¯nte¡ v, 
a\pjymhXmc`h\¯nte¡ v t]mbn. tPmk^v 
IqSpXÂ kabw {]mÀ°\bnÂ 
sNehgn¨Xn\mÂ AhÀ X§ fpsS apdnIfnÂ 
\¶mbn hn{ian¨p. At±lw kzÀ¤ob]nXmhn\v 
\µn]dbpIbpw Xsâ Gähpw hnip² 
CWbmb kzÀ¤ob cmPvRn¡ pw AhfpsS 
aI³ kzÀ¤cmPmhn\pw aXnbmb {]m]vXnbpw 
Ignhpw e`n¡ m³ Ir]bpw IcpWbpw 
Bhiys¸SpIbpw sNbvXp. At±lw 
ssZh¯nÂ B{ibw Is¯pIbpw 
{]mÀ°\bnÂ Bizmkw A\p`hn¡ pIbpw 
sNbvXp.

F¶mÂ tPmk^v A\p`hn¨ henb 
kam[m\¯nÂ ]nimNv {]tIm]nX\mbn. 
At±ls¯ ieys¸Sp¯phm³ km[yamb 
kµÀ`§ fnseÃmw AbÂ¡ msc Cf¡ n hn«v 
B{Ian¨psImncp¶p. tPmk^v tI« Gähpw 
thZ\mP\Iamb Btcm]W§ fnsem¶v, 

At±lw ]nimNptkhI\msW¶Xmbncp¶p. 
ImcWw, tltdmtZkv cmPmhv inip¡ sf Xsâ 
`S³amscsImv sImÃn¡ p¶Xn\p ap¼v 
A½tbmSpw Ip«ntbmSpsam¸w At±l¯n\v 
HmSn c£ s¸Sm³ Ignª p. Cu 
Btcm]W§ fpw ]oU\§ fpw tPmk^n\v 
henb am\knI kwLÀj¯n\v ImcWambn. 
F¶ncp¶mepw tbiphnÂ \n¶pw adnb¯nÂ 
\n¶pw XmcXays¸Sp¯phm\mhm¯ 
Bizmk§ Ä e`n¡ pIbpw, {]XnIqeamb 
FÃm kmlNcy§ sfbpw A´tÊmsSbpw 
£ atbmsSbpw Ir]tbmsSbpw t\cnSpIbpw 
sNbvXp.

P\§ fpsS \ock¯nÂ \n¶pw tIm]¯nÂ 
\n¶pw adnbt¯bpw tbiphnt\bpw 
kwc£ n¡ m³ tPmk^v Ahsc ho«nÂ Xs¶ 

hn\b¯nsâ amXrI
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{]£ p_v[hpw £ oWnXhpw hni¶p 
heª Xpw F¶mÂ kpc£ nXhpamb Hcp 
bm{Xbv¡ ptijw tPmk^v adnbt¯bpw 
tbiphnt\bpw CuPn]vXnÂ \n¶v 
Pdpkteante¡ v XncnsI sImpt]mbn. 
XpSÀ¶v hnip² IpSpw_¯n\p e`n¨ 
kwc£ W¯n\v kzÀ¤ob ]nXmhn\v \µn 
]dbm³ AhÀ BZyw tZhmeb¯nte¡ v 
t]mbn. X\n¡ v e`n¨ A\p{Kl§ Ä, 
tbiphntâbpw adnb¯ntâbpw km¶n[yw, 
tbip X\n¡ v bm{Xbv¡ nSbnÂ 
shfns¸Sp¯nb Znhyclky§ fpsS shfn]mSv 
Chsbms¡  HmÀ¯v tPmk^v ̀b`ànbnÂ 
\ndª p. AXn\ptijw _Xvetlanse tbip 
P\n¨ Øew kµÀin¡ m\pw ssZh]p{Xsâ 
P\\¯nÂ A\p`hn¨ hnImchnNmc§ Ä 
]p\ÀPvPohn¸n¡ m\pw tPmk^v AXnbmbn 
B{Kln¨ncp¶p. bm{XbnepS\ofw 
amemJamcpsS KoX§ Ä {ihn¡ m³ tPmk^n\v 
km[n¨p. tbip P\n¨ Øe¯v (Imens¯mgp 
¯nÂ) {]thin¨t¸mÄ At±l¯n\pmb 
kt´mj¯n\v AXncpIfnÃmbncp¶p. 
XmcXays¸Sp¯m\mhm¯ ss[cyw sImv 
At±lw \ndbpIbpw sNbvXp. ASp¯ Znhkw 
AhÀ \{k¯nte¡ v ]pds¸«p.

adnb¯nÂ \n¶pw tbiphnÂ \n¶pw {]hln¨ 
ssZhm\p{Klhpw hnip²nbpw A\p`hn¨dnª  
AbÂhmknIsfÃmw Ahsc hfsc 
kt´mjt¯msS A`nhmZyw sNbvXp. AhÀ 
t\sc AhcpsS Ffnb Krl¯nte¡ v, 
a\pjymhXmc`h\¯nte¡ v t]mbn. tPmk^v 
IqSpXÂ kabw {]mÀ°\bnÂ 
sNehgn¨Xn\mÂ AhÀ X§ fpsS apdnIfnÂ 
\¶mbn hn{ian¨p. At±lw kzÀ¤ob]nXmhn\v 
\µn]dbpIbpw Xsâ Gähpw hnip² 
CWbmb kzÀ¤ob cmPvRn¡ pw AhfpsS 
aI³ kzÀ¤cmPmhn\pw aXnbmb {]m]vXnbpw 
Ignhpw e`n¡ m³ Ir]bpw IcpWbpw 
Bhiys¸SpIbpw sNbvXp. At±lw 
ssZh¯nÂ B{ibw Is¯pIbpw 
{]mÀ°\bnÂ Bizmkw A\p`hn¡ pIbpw 
sNbvXp.

F¶mÂ tPmk^v A\p`hn¨ henb 
kam[m\¯nÂ ]nimNv {]tIm]nX\mbn. 
At±ls¯ ieys¸Sp¯phm³ km[yamb 
kµÀ`§ fnseÃmw AbÂ¡ msc Cf¡ n hn«v 
B{Ian¨psImncp¶p. tPmk^v tI« Gähpw 
thZ\mP\Iamb Btcm]W§ fnsem¶v, 

At±lw ]nimNptkhI\msW¶Xmbncp¶p. 
ImcWw, tltdmtZkv cmPmhv inip¡ sf Xsâ 
`S³amscsImv sImÃn¡ p¶Xn\p ap¼v 
A½tbmSpw Ip«ntbmSpsam¸w At±l¯n\v 
HmSn c£ s¸Sm³ Ignª p. Cu 
Btcm]W§ fpw ]oU\§ fpw tPmk^n\v 
henb am\knI kwLÀj¯n\v ImcWambn. 
F¶ncp¶mepw tbiphnÂ \n¶pw adnb¯nÂ 
\n¶pw XmcXays¸Sp¯phm\mhm¯ 
Bizmk§ Ä e`n¡ pIbpw, {]XnIqeamb 
FÃm kmlNcy§ sfbpw A´tÊmsSbpw 
£ atbmsSbpw Ir]tbmsSbpw t\cnSpIbpw 
sNbvXp.

P\§ fpsS \ock¯nÂ \n¶pw tIm]¯nÂ 
\n¶pw adnbt¯bpw tbiphnt\bpw 
kwc£ n¡ m³ tPmk^v Ahsc ho«nÂ Xs¶ 

hn\b¯nsâ amXrI
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Xmakn¸n¨p. F¶mÂ tPmk^nsâ 
]WnimebnÂ tbip At±lt¯msSm¸w 
{]hÀ¯n¡ m³ XpS§ nbt¸mÄ tbiphnsâ 
al¯mbXpw kulmÀ±]chpamb 
s]cpamäw {i²n¡ mXncn¡ m³ P\§ Ä¡ v 
Ignª nÃ. Xsâ Aaqey\mb aIs\ 
kwc£ n¡ phm³ X¡ hn[w 
PvRm\nbmbncp¶ tPmk^ns\ 
hnjan¸n¨Xn\v At±lt¯mSv AhÀ 
£ am]Ww \S¯n. CXv tPmk^n\v hfsc 
Bizmkw \ÂIn. a\pjyhÀ¤¯nsâ 
]m]tamN\¯n\mbn Xm³ A\p`hnt¡ n 
hcp¶ IjvS¸mSpIsf¡ pdn¨v tbip hnhn[ 
kµÀ`§ fnÂ adnbt¯bpw 
tPmk^nt\bpw HmÀ½n¸n¡ pambncp¶p. 
A¯cw kµÀ`§ fnÂ inatbmsâ 
{]hN\w At±lw HmÀ¡ pw. Xsâ Gähpw 
{]nbs¸« tbip IjvSs¸Sp¶Xv 
k¦Â]n¡ m³ Ignbm¯Xn\mÂ Xsâ 
henb at\mthZ\ AXneqsS At±lw 
adnIS¡ pambncp¶p.

\nba§ Ä {i²m]qÀÆw a\Ênem¡ n 
]qÀ®ambn \ndthäm³ tPmk^v 
{]XnPvRm_²\mbncp¶p. Zm\[À½§ Ä, 
FÃmhtcbpw kvt\ln¡ pI, Bhiy¡ msc 
tXSn¸nSn¨v klmbn¡ pI F¶nh At±lw 
Gähpw CjvSs¸«ncp¶ hfsc Ipd¨v 
Imcy§ Ä Bbncp¶p. \nbaw 
IÂ]n¨ncp¶Xpt]mse tbiphnt\bpw 
adnbt¯bpw Iq«n s]klm Xncp\mÄ 
BNcW¯n\mbn tPmk^v Pdpktew 
tZhmeb¯nte¡ p t]mbn. kw`hn¡ m³ 
t]mIp¶ Bi¦mP\Iamb 
kw`hs¯¡ pdn¨v At¸mÄ At±lw 
APvR\mbncp¶p.

BtLmj§ Ä¡ ptijw, ho«nte¡ p 
aS§ pt¼mÄ tbiphns\ ImWm\nsÃ¶v 
tPmk^pw adnbhpw a\Ênem¡ n. Fs´mcp 
Zpc´mhØbneqsSbmWv AhÀ At¸mÄ 
IS¶pt]mbXv! tPmk^pw adnbhpw 
AXy´w timImIpecmbn. aq¶pZnhkw 
Icª psImv tbiphns\ Xncª p 
hnjan¨p. HSphnÂ tbip 
tZhmeb¯neps¶v AhÀ Adnª p. 
AhÀ AhntS¡ v HmSns¨¶t¸mÄ 
ssZhhN\w {]kwKn¡ p¶ tbiphns\ 
Ip. X§ fpsS Gähpw {]nbs¸« 
\n[nbmb Ahsâ ZnhyXzw {]ISamIp¶Xp 
ImWm³ Ignª XnÂ B hnip² 
Z¼XnIÄ¡ v henb kt´mjw tXm¶n.

ho«nÂ Xncns¨¯nbtijw tbiphpw 
adnbhpw tPmk^nsâ IqsS 
A\pkcWtbmsS Pohn¨p. AhÀ Xs¶ 
F{Xam{Xw _lpam\n¡ p¶psh¶pw 
kvt\ln¡ p¶psh¶pw At±lw 

a\Ênem¡ nbncp¶p. ]s£ , AXn\v Xm³ 
AÀl\Ã F¶v tPmk^v ]et¸mgpw 
hnNmcn¨p. Xsâ Gähpw \nÀ½ebmb 
CWtbmSpw ]pWy]qÀ®\mb 
]p{Xt\mSpapÅ At±l¯nsâ kvt\lw 
AXy[nIw hfÀ¶p. Xsâ {]nbs¸« 
IpSpw_¯nsâ ZÀi\¯nepw 
km¶n²y¯nepw At±lw Bizmkhpw 
iànbpw Is¯n. Xsâ B{Kl§ Ä 
Xnc¨dnbm\pÅ Ir] adnb¯nÂ 
\ndª ncn¡ p¶psh¶v tPmk^n\v 
Adnbmambncp¶p. X\n¡ njvSs¸« ̀£ Ww 
B{Kln¨ncp¶ kµÀ`§ fnÂ adnbs¯ 
_p²nap«n¡ mXncn¡ m³ Xsâ B{Kl§ Ä 
At±lw AhfnÂ \n¶v ad¨ph¨ncp¶p. 
F¶mÂ CXp a\Ênem¡ n adnbw 
At±l¯n\v CjvSs¸« ̀£ Ww X¿mdm¡ n 
\ÂIp¶ kµÀ`§ Ä ]et¸mgpw 
Dmbn«pv. hn\bt¯msSbpw 
_lpam\t¯msSbpw kvt\lt¯msSbpw 
AhÀ Ft¸mgpw ]ckv]cw IqSnbmtemNn¨p. 
A§ s\ ̀qanbnse kzÀ¤Xpeyamb Hcp 
hnip² IpSpw_PohnXw AhÀ \bn¨p.

\½psS IpSpw_§ fpsS AhØ H¶v 
]p\ÀhnNn´\w \S¯m\pÅ kµÀ`atÃ 
CXv? [mcmfw IpSpw_§ Ä Bßobambn 
Xmtg¡ pÅ Hcp Npgnbnte¡ v AIs¸«p 
t]mIp¶Xv XoÀ¨bmbpw Bi¦mP\IamWv. 
{InkvXphnÂ Gähpw {]nbs¸« Z¼XnIsf, 
\n§ Ä kvt\l¯nepw _lpam\¯nepw 
\nkzmÀ°Xbnepw ]ckv]cw hnt[bs¸«p 
Ignbp¶ Hcp PohnXamtWm \bn¡ p¶Xv? 
{InkvXphnÂ Gähpw {]nbs¸« 
amXm]nXm¡ sf, \n§ fpsS a¡ Ä 
ssZhkvt\l¯nÂ hfcphm³ th{X 
\n§ Ä B{Kln¨n«ptm? {InkvXphnÂ 
Gähpw {]nbs¸« Ip«nItf, \n§ fpsS 
amXm]nXm¡ tfmSv _lpam\hpw 
A\pkcWhpw hnt[bXzhpw 
ImWn¡ p¶Xn\pw, IpSpw_mwK§ tfmSpw 
Npäph«̄ pÅhtcmSpw BßmÀ°amb 
kvt\lt¯msS hÀ¯n¡ p¶Xn\pw 
\n§ Ä¡ p Ignbmdptm? 

hn\bw, AXmWv CXns\ÃmapÅ Xmt¡ mÂ! 
]et¸mgpw AXv ]cnioen¡ phm³ 
_p²nap«mWv AtÃ? ]s£ , \n§ Ä 
hnjant¡ ! \n§ Ä hn. 
butk¸n\Spt¯¡ p t]mIq! hn\b¯nsâ 
XnIª  Hcp amXrIbmIm³ At±lw 
\½sf XoÀ¨bmbpw klmbn¡ pw!!!

X¿md m¡ nbX v :  
hn³kn Ipcy³
tlmfn {Sn\nän NÀ v̈, Xms\
ss__nÄ A¸kvtXmeäv
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After a turbulent, tired and hungry, yet safe journey, 
Joseph escorted Mary and Jesus back to Jerusalem 
from Egypt, where they first make their way to the 
temple to thank the Heavenly Father for the protection 
He bestowed upon the Holy family. Joseph, himself, 
was filled with awe for the blessings he received, to be 
in the presence of  Jesus and Mary and also, the 
revelation of  Divine Mysteries that Jesus revealed to 
him the course of  the journey. After that, Joseph had a 
deep desire to go to Bethlehem and visit the cave 
where Jesus was born and relive the ecstasy he felt at 
the birth of  the Son of  God. While their journey 
onward, Joseph could hear the chanting of  the angels. 
His joy knew no bounds on entering the cave and he 
was filled with incomparable reassurance. The next 
day, they left for Nazareth.

All their neighbours greeted them with great joy as 
they felt God’s grace pour out of  Mary and the 
holiness that poured out from young Jesus. They 
headed straight to their humble abode, the house of  
the incarnation. They rested well in their chambers, as 
Joseph spent more time in prayer, thanking the 
Heavenly Father and asking Him the grace and mercy 
to be capable enough for his most Holy Spouse- the 
Queen of  Heaven and her son- the King of  Heaven. 
He found favour in God and received consolation in 
prayer.

The devil was, however, enraged over the great peace 
that Joseph experienced. Wowed to disturb him, the 
devil stirred up their neighbours to hurl curses upon 
Joseph and assault him on every possible occasion- 
one of  the most hurtful comments he heard was of  
him being associated with the devil because he was 
able to flee with the mother and the child right before 
the killing of  the infants. All these comments and 
persecutions put great constraints on Joseph. However, 
he received incomparable consolations from Jesus and 
Mary and confronted every unfavourable situation 
with dignity, patience and grace.

Joseph kept Mary and Jesus confined to their home to 
protect them from the anger and resentment of  the 
people. But when Jesus began to work with Joseph in 
his workshop, the people couldn’t help but notice the 
majestic and friendly demeanour of  Jesus. They made 
their apologies to Joseph for having troubled him as 
they deemed him wise for having protected his 
precious son. This, indeed, comforted Joseph. Jesus 
would often remind Mary and Joseph, on various 
occasions, of  how He was to suffer for the redemption 
of  mankind. At such instances, Joseph would 
remember the prophecy of  Simeon, and a great pain 
would overcome him as he couldn’t imagine the sight 
of  his dearest Jesus suffer.

As a modest observer of  the law, Joseph was 
committed to fulfilling every minute detail. Acts of  
charity, love and reaching out to the needy, were few 
things that he loved doing the most. As the law 
commanded, he, along with Jesus and Mary, left for the 
Paschal celebration to Jerusalem. Little did he know 
what horror was about to befall him.

After the celebrations, while returning home, they 
realised that Jesus was missing. What great 
wretchedness entered their souls! Mary was 
inconsolable, so was Joseph. They searched for Jesus 
for three days, crying and weeping, constantly worried. 
Finally, when they heard that Jesus was in the temple, 
they rushed to find Him preaching the Divine mystery. 
Great joy befell upon the Holy Couple as they could 
see their most beloved treasure manifest His Divinity.

After returning home, Jesus and Mary lived in 
complete obedience under Joseph. Joseph often felt 
undeserving as he knew how much they respected and 
loved him. His love for his most chaste spouse and his 
divine Son grew immensely. He found consolation and 
strength just at the sight and presence of  his beloved 
family. Joseph knew that Mary was filled with the grace 
to discern his wishes and thus he repressed them as he 
never wanted to trouble her- there were times when 
She would prepare for him the meal that he secretly 
desired. They always consulted each other in humility, 
respect and love. Thus lived the Holy Family- A 
Perfect Heaven on Earth!

Isn’t it time to reconsider the status of  our families? It 
is indeed alarming to see a great number of  families 
going toward a downward spiral. Dearest couples in 
Christ, are you living a life that is called to live in love, 
respect, selflessness and submission to each other? 
Dearest parents in Christ, have you aspired enough to 
allow your children to grow in the love of  God? 
Dearest children in Christ, are you growing in 
obedience and submission to your parents, with 
genuine respect for the people in your family and those 
around you? 

HUMILITY is the key! Often we find it difficult to 
practice it, right? But don’t you worry!

ITE AD JOSEPH(Go to Joseph)! He will guide you to 
become a perfect model of  HUMILITY!!!

ITE AD JOSEPH!ITE AD JOSEPH!

Prepared by:
Sophia Joseph,
Holy Trinity Church, Thane
Bible Apostolate
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Xmakn¸n¨p. F¶mÂ tPmk^nsâ 
]WnimebnÂ tbip At±lt¯msSm¸w 
{]hÀ¯n¡ m³ XpS§ nbt¸mÄ tbiphnsâ 
al¯mbXpw kulmÀ±]chpamb 
s]cpamäw {i²n¡ mXncn¡ m³ P\§ Ä¡ v 
Ignª nÃ. Xsâ Aaqey\mb aIs\ 
kwc£ n¡ phm³ X¡ hn[w 
PvRm\nbmbncp¶ tPmk^ns\ 
hnjan¸n¨Xn\v At±lt¯mSv AhÀ 
£ am]Ww \S¯n. CXv tPmk^n\v hfsc 
Bizmkw \ÂIn. a\pjyhÀ¤¯nsâ 
]m]tamN\¯n\mbn Xm³ A\p`hnt¡ n 
hcp¶ IjvS¸mSpIsf¡ pdn¨v tbip hnhn[ 
kµÀ`§ fnÂ adnbt¯bpw 
tPmk^nt\bpw HmÀ½n¸n¡ pambncp¶p. 
A¯cw kµÀ`§ fnÂ inatbmsâ 
{]hN\w At±lw HmÀ¡ pw. Xsâ Gähpw 
{]nbs¸« tbip IjvSs¸Sp¶Xv 
k¦Â]n¡ m³ Ignbm¯Xn\mÂ Xsâ 
henb at\mthZ\ AXneqsS At±lw 
adnIS¡ pambncp¶p.

\nba§ Ä {i²m]qÀÆw a\Ênem¡ n 
]qÀ®ambn \ndthäm³ tPmk^v 
{]XnPvRm_²\mbncp¶p. Zm\[À½§ Ä, 
FÃmhtcbpw kvt\ln¡ pI, Bhiy¡ msc 
tXSn¸nSn¨v klmbn¡ pI F¶nh At±lw 
Gähpw CjvSs¸«ncp¶ hfsc Ipd¨v 
Imcy§ Ä Bbncp¶p. \nbaw 
IÂ]n¨ncp¶Xpt]mse tbiphnt\bpw 
adnbt¯bpw Iq«n s]klm Xncp\mÄ 
BNcW¯n\mbn tPmk^v Pdpktew 
tZhmeb¯nte¡ p t]mbn. kw`hn¡ m³ 
t]mIp¶ Bi¦mP\Iamb 
kw`hs¯¡ pdn¨v At¸mÄ At±lw 
APvR\mbncp¶p.

BtLmj§ Ä¡ ptijw, ho«nte¡ p 
aS§ pt¼mÄ tbiphns\ ImWm\nsÃ¶v 
tPmk^pw adnbhpw a\Ênem¡ n. Fs´mcp 
Zpc´mhØbneqsSbmWv AhÀ At¸mÄ 
IS¶pt]mbXv! tPmk^pw adnbhpw 
AXy´w timImIpecmbn. aq¶pZnhkw 
Icª psImv tbiphns\ Xncª p 
hnjan¨p. HSphnÂ tbip 
tZhmeb¯neps¶v AhÀ Adnª p. 
AhÀ AhntS¡ v HmSns¨¶t¸mÄ 
ssZhhN\w {]kwKn¡ p¶ tbiphns\ 
Ip. X§ fpsS Gähpw {]nbs¸« 
\n[nbmb Ahsâ ZnhyXzw {]ISamIp¶Xp 
ImWm³ Ignª XnÂ B hnip² 
Z¼XnIÄ¡ v henb kt´mjw tXm¶n.

ho«nÂ Xncns¨¯nbtijw tbiphpw 
adnbhpw tPmk^nsâ IqsS 
A\pkcWtbmsS Pohn¨p. AhÀ Xs¶ 
F{Xam{Xw _lpam\n¡ p¶psh¶pw 
kvt\ln¡ p¶psh¶pw At±lw 

a\Ênem¡ nbncp¶p. ]s£ , AXn\v Xm³ 
AÀl\Ã F¶v tPmk^v ]et¸mgpw 
hnNmcn¨p. Xsâ Gähpw \nÀ½ebmb 
CWtbmSpw ]pWy]qÀ®\mb 
]p{Xt\mSpapÅ At±l¯nsâ kvt\lw 
AXy[nIw hfÀ¶p. Xsâ {]nbs¸« 
IpSpw_¯nsâ ZÀi\¯nepw 
km¶n²y¯nepw At±lw Bizmkhpw 
iànbpw Is¯n. Xsâ B{Kl§ Ä 
Xnc¨dnbm\pÅ Ir] adnb¯nÂ 
\ndª ncn¡ p¶psh¶v tPmk^n\v 
Adnbmambncp¶p. X\n¡ njvSs¸« ̀£ Ww 
B{Kln¨ncp¶ kµÀ`§ fnÂ adnbs¯ 
_p²nap«n¡ mXncn¡ m³ Xsâ B{Kl§ Ä 
At±lw AhfnÂ \n¶v ad¨ph¨ncp¶p. 
F¶mÂ CXp a\Ênem¡ n adnbw 
At±l¯n\v CjvSs¸« ̀£ Ww X¿mdm¡ n 
\ÂIp¶ kµÀ`§ Ä ]et¸mgpw 
Dmbn«pv. hn\bt¯msSbpw 
_lpam\t¯msSbpw kvt\lt¯msSbpw 
AhÀ Ft¸mgpw ]ckv]cw IqSnbmtemNn¨p. 
A§ s\ ̀qanbnse kzÀ¤Xpeyamb Hcp 
hnip² IpSpw_PohnXw AhÀ \bn¨p.

\½psS IpSpw_§ fpsS AhØ H¶v 
]p\ÀhnNn´\w \S¯m\pÅ kµÀ`atÃ 
CXv? [mcmfw IpSpw_§ Ä Bßobambn 
Xmtg¡ pÅ Hcp Npgnbnte¡ v AIs¸«p 
t]mIp¶Xv XoÀ¨bmbpw Bi¦mP\IamWv. 
{InkvXphnÂ Gähpw {]nbs¸« Z¼XnIsf, 
\n§ Ä kvt\l¯nepw _lpam\¯nepw 
\nkzmÀ°Xbnepw ]ckv]cw hnt[bs¸«p 
Ignbp¶ Hcp PohnXamtWm \bn¡ p¶Xv? 
{InkvXphnÂ Gähpw {]nbs¸« 
amXm]nXm¡ sf, \n§ fpsS a¡ Ä 
ssZhkvt\l¯nÂ hfcphm³ th{X 
\n§ Ä B{Kln¨n«ptm? {InkvXphnÂ 
Gähpw {]nbs¸« Ip«nItf, \n§ fpsS 
amXm]nXm¡ tfmSv _lpam\hpw 
A\pkcWhpw hnt[bXzhpw 
ImWn¡ p¶Xn\pw, IpSpw_mwK§ tfmSpw 
Npäph«̄ pÅhtcmSpw BßmÀ°amb 
kvt\lt¯msS hÀ¯n¡ p¶Xn\pw 
\n§ Ä¡ p Ignbmdptm? 

hn\bw, AXmWv CXns\ÃmapÅ Xmt¡ mÂ! 
]et¸mgpw AXv ]cnioen¡ phm³ 
_p²nap«mWv AtÃ? ]s£ , \n§ Ä 
hnjant¡ ! \n§ Ä hn. 
butk¸n\Spt¯¡ p t]mIq! hn\b¯nsâ 
XnIª  Hcp amXrIbmIm³ At±lw 
\½sf XoÀ¨bmbpw klmbn¡ pw!!!

X¿md m¡ nbX v :  
hn³kn Ipcy³
tlmfn {Sn\nän NÀ v̈, Xms\
ss__nÄ A¸kvtXmeäv
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After a turbulent, tired and hungry, yet safe journey, 
Joseph escorted Mary and Jesus back to Jerusalem 
from Egypt, where they first make their way to the 
temple to thank the Heavenly Father for the protection 
He bestowed upon the Holy family. Joseph, himself, 
was filled with awe for the blessings he received, to be 
in the presence of  Jesus and Mary and also, the 
revelation of  Divine Mysteries that Jesus revealed to 
him the course of  the journey. After that, Joseph had a 
deep desire to go to Bethlehem and visit the cave 
where Jesus was born and relive the ecstasy he felt at 
the birth of  the Son of  God. While their journey 
onward, Joseph could hear the chanting of  the angels. 
His joy knew no bounds on entering the cave and he 
was filled with incomparable reassurance. The next 
day, they left for Nazareth.

All their neighbours greeted them with great joy as 
they felt God’s grace pour out of  Mary and the 
holiness that poured out from young Jesus. They 
headed straight to their humble abode, the house of  
the incarnation. They rested well in their chambers, as 
Joseph spent more time in prayer, thanking the 
Heavenly Father and asking Him the grace and mercy 
to be capable enough for his most Holy Spouse- the 
Queen of  Heaven and her son- the King of  Heaven. 
He found favour in God and received consolation in 
prayer.

The devil was, however, enraged over the great peace 
that Joseph experienced. Wowed to disturb him, the 
devil stirred up their neighbours to hurl curses upon 
Joseph and assault him on every possible occasion- 
one of  the most hurtful comments he heard was of  
him being associated with the devil because he was 
able to flee with the mother and the child right before 
the killing of  the infants. All these comments and 
persecutions put great constraints on Joseph. However, 
he received incomparable consolations from Jesus and 
Mary and confronted every unfavourable situation 
with dignity, patience and grace.

Joseph kept Mary and Jesus confined to their home to 
protect them from the anger and resentment of  the 
people. But when Jesus began to work with Joseph in 
his workshop, the people couldn’t help but notice the 
majestic and friendly demeanour of  Jesus. They made 
their apologies to Joseph for having troubled him as 
they deemed him wise for having protected his 
precious son. This, indeed, comforted Joseph. Jesus 
would often remind Mary and Joseph, on various 
occasions, of  how He was to suffer for the redemption 
of  mankind. At such instances, Joseph would 
remember the prophecy of  Simeon, and a great pain 
would overcome him as he couldn’t imagine the sight 
of  his dearest Jesus suffer.

As a modest observer of  the law, Joseph was 
committed to fulfilling every minute detail. Acts of  
charity, love and reaching out to the needy, were few 
things that he loved doing the most. As the law 
commanded, he, along with Jesus and Mary, left for the 
Paschal celebration to Jerusalem. Little did he know 
what horror was about to befall him.

After the celebrations, while returning home, they 
realised that Jesus was missing. What great 
wretchedness entered their souls! Mary was 
inconsolable, so was Joseph. They searched for Jesus 
for three days, crying and weeping, constantly worried. 
Finally, when they heard that Jesus was in the temple, 
they rushed to find Him preaching the Divine mystery. 
Great joy befell upon the Holy Couple as they could 
see their most beloved treasure manifest His Divinity.

After returning home, Jesus and Mary lived in 
complete obedience under Joseph. Joseph often felt 
undeserving as he knew how much they respected and 
loved him. His love for his most chaste spouse and his 
divine Son grew immensely. He found consolation and 
strength just at the sight and presence of  his beloved 
family. Joseph knew that Mary was filled with the grace 
to discern his wishes and thus he repressed them as he 
never wanted to trouble her- there were times when 
She would prepare for him the meal that he secretly 
desired. They always consulted each other in humility, 
respect and love. Thus lived the Holy Family- A 
Perfect Heaven on Earth!

Isn’t it time to reconsider the status of  our families? It 
is indeed alarming to see a great number of  families 
going toward a downward spiral. Dearest couples in 
Christ, are you living a life that is called to live in love, 
respect, selflessness and submission to each other? 
Dearest parents in Christ, have you aspired enough to 
allow your children to grow in the love of  God? 
Dearest children in Christ, are you growing in 
obedience and submission to your parents, with 
genuine respect for the people in your family and those 
around you? 

HUMILITY is the key! Often we find it difficult to 
practice it, right? But don’t you worry!

ITE AD JOSEPH(Go to Joseph)! He will guide you to 
become a perfect model of  HUMILITY!!!

ITE AD JOSEPH!ITE AD JOSEPH!

Prepared by:
Sophia Joseph,
Holy Trinity Church, Thane
Bible Apostolate
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SR. NO. PARISHES
1 ANDHERI WEST
2 AMBOLI
3 AIROLI
4 CHAKALA
5 DAPODI
6 GOREGAON EAST
7 GOREGAON WEST
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9 KANJURMARG EAST
10 KALEWADI
11 MAROL

COVID CONTRIBUTION FROM NODAL UNITS
FROM 1ST APRIL 2020 TO 31ST MARCH 2021
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15 NALLASOPARA
16 NASHIK
17 POWAI
18 SAKINAKA
19 VIKHROLI
20 VASAI WEST
21 WAGLE ESTATE

TOTAL AMOUNT SPENT ` 29,90,192.00
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St. Francis of Assisi started the custom of 

preparing the .

One Christmas eve, St. Francis asked John (a 

noble man who strove after richness of the soul) 

to enact the memory of the birth of Jesus at a 

place near Assisi. John prepared the scene 

exactly as on the day infant Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem.

The Christmas Mass was sung near the crib. 

As St. Francis stretched out his arms and 

prayed, infant Jesus appeared in the manger 

and the crib was filled with the radiance of the 

new born King.

Christmas crib

4. Away in a manger...

The Christmas crib reminds us about 
simplicity adopted by the Son of God.

5. Angels we have heard on high...

What do you think is the best decoration for 

baby Jesus in the manger?

Poor boy Mario got the answer from the voice 

of an angel.

He watched the villagers carry flowers to the 

church on a Christmas eve to gift to infant 

Jesus. He could not afford to buy flowers, so 

went up the mountain to collect wild flowers. 

None had survived the cold and Mario knelt in 

desperation. There, he heard a voice asking 

him to pick up some weeds. Mario told, "I 

cannot take these weeds to baby Jesus!" The 

voice replied, "The simplest gift, when given 

with love, will be the most beautiful to Him.“

Mario obeyed and placed the green weeds 

around the crib. Children teased him but Mario 

believed in the angelic voice. The weeds turned 
You can decorate the crib with light, glitter and 
flower. Child Jesus likes best the shower of Love!

into beautiful red flowers with bright green 

leaves and everyone who witnessed this 

miracle knelt down and worshipped the Lord.

This plant is called ‘

’ or ‘ ’

The Flower of the Holy 

Night The Poinsettia

• Aaron Binu, Carmel Church, Wadgaonsheri

• Aaron Reji, Carmel Church, Wadgaonsheri

• Elina Delighten, Christ The King Church, 
Bhandup

• Ezekiel Tony, Mother of Victory Church, 
Tikujiniwadi

• Glennis Joy, St K.E. Chavara Church, 
Kandivali East

•
Mankhurd

• Rosina Jossey, St Bartholomew Church, 
Kalyan East

• Shanelle & Shauna Pallikunnath, St 
Joseph Church, Airoli

Marylene Francis, St Alphonsa Church, 

Winners of the Crossword in Lantern October 2021: 
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Legends of Christmas Celebrations

Santa Claus is also knows as 
Father Christmas. The saint who 
inspired the legend of Santa Claus is 
Saint Nicholas, a 4th century Greek 
Bishop. St. Nicholas is a patron 
saint of children. His feast day is 6 
December. St Nicholas had a 
reputation of secret gift-giving, and 
thus became the model of Santa 
Claus.
A story is told of three small children 
in France. They had lost their way 
and were cut into pieces by an evil 
butcher. St. Nicholas appeared there 

Santa Claus is said to 

bring gifts to the homes 

of the good children 

during the late evening 

and overnight hours of 

Christmas Eve.

Have you thought of 

giving back to Santa 

when he gives you 

sweets and gifts? Can 

you fill his bag with little 

toys that you have? 

Santa will be happy to 

give those to some less 

fortu- nate children!

1. Santa Claus is coming along riding on his sleigh...

and prayed to God to 
finally return the children to 
life and to their homes.

Santa Claus reminds us about love 
for all children and kindness in our 
hearts.

2. Rockin’ around the Christmas tree...

One of the legends of 
A poor 

woodcutter lived in the forest 
in Germany. On Christmas 
Eve, he heard a knock at the 
door. A child in torn clothes 
was standing at the door. The 
woodcutter’s family gave him 
food and a place to rest.

In the morning, they woke up 
to see the child in beautiful 
robes singing a lovely 

 with a choir 
of angels. The child, who was 

Christmas tree: 

Christmas carol

Child Jesus, then broke a 
branch from a fir tree and 
planted it. It grew into a 
beautiful tree covered with 
fruits. From that day the tree 
bore fruits at Christmas and 
the family had plenty to eat.

The Christmas tree was 
introduced to house- hold 
celebrations of Christmas by 
the kings and queens of 
England. , placed at the 
top of the tree, represents the 
Star of Bethlehem from the 
Nativity.

A Star

The act of sharing in spite of 
having little is rewarded by 
God. Jesus taught us about 
the widow’s offering being 
greater the gifts of the rich.

3. Gifts on the tree, a time to rejoice...

A poor man had three daughters. He 
did not have money to give as dowry 
and therefore could not marry off his 
daughters. The girls were thus des- 
tined to be sold into slavery.

St. Nicholas intervened for this 
prayerful family and tossed three 
golden balls through an open window. 
The balls landed in stockings left out 
by the girls near the fireplace to dry.

This miracle led to the custom of chil- 
dren hanging  for gifts from 
Santa and also the  put 
on the Christmas trees.

stockings
golden balls

The worthiest celebration of 
Christmas is with those who are in 
need. This help when done with no 
expectation in return is a supreme gift.
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Legends of Christmas Celebrations

Santa Claus is also knows as 
Father Christmas. The saint who 
inspired the legend of Santa Claus is 
Saint Nicholas, a 4th century Greek 
Bishop. St. Nicholas is a patron 
saint of children. His feast day is 6 
December. St Nicholas had a 
reputation of secret gift-giving, and 
thus became the model of Santa 
Claus.
A story is told of three small children 
in France. They had lost their way 
and were cut into pieces by an evil 
butcher. St. Nicholas appeared there 

Santa Claus is said to 

bring gifts to the homes 

of the good children 

during the late evening 

and overnight hours of 

Christmas Eve.

Have you thought of 

giving back to Santa 

when he gives you 

sweets and gifts? Can 

you fill his bag with little 

toys that you have? 

Santa will be happy to 

give those to some less 

fortu- nate children!

1. Santa Claus is coming along riding on his sleigh...

and prayed to God to 
finally return the children to 
life and to their homes.

Santa Claus reminds us about love 
for all children and kindness in our 
hearts.

2. Rockin’ around the Christmas tree...

One of the legends of 
A poor 

woodcutter lived in the forest 
in Germany. On Christmas 
Eve, he heard a knock at the 
door. A child in torn clothes 
was standing at the door. The 
woodcutter’s family gave him 
food and a place to rest.

In the morning, they woke up 
to see the child in beautiful 
robes singing a lovely 

 with a choir 
of angels. The child, who was 

Christmas tree: 

Christmas carol

Child Jesus, then broke a 
branch from a fir tree and 
planted it. It grew into a 
beautiful tree covered with 
fruits. From that day the tree 
bore fruits at Christmas and 
the family had plenty to eat.

The Christmas tree was 
introduced to house- hold 
celebrations of Christmas by 
the kings and queens of 
England. , placed at the 
top of the tree, represents the 
Star of Bethlehem from the 
Nativity.

A Star

The act of sharing in spite of 
having little is rewarded by 
God. Jesus taught us about 
the widow’s offering being 
greater the gifts of the rich.

3. Gifts on the tree, a time to rejoice...

A poor man had three daughters. He 
did not have money to give as dowry 
and therefore could not marry off his 
daughters. The girls were thus des- 
tined to be sold into slavery.

St. Nicholas intervened for this 
prayerful family and tossed three 
golden balls through an open window. 
The balls landed in stockings left out 
by the girls near the fireplace to dry.

This miracle led to the custom of chil- 
dren hanging  for gifts from 
Santa and also the  put 
on the Christmas trees.

stockings
golden balls

The worthiest celebration of 
Christmas is with those who are in 
need. This help when done with no 
expectation in return is a supreme gift.
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Activity: Making a Christmas Card

There existed a ritual of sending handwritten Christmas 
greetings to relatives and friends. Sir Henry Cole felt 
burdened during Christmas time as he did not enjoy 
writing too much. He invited his friend, the artist John 
Horsley to design nearly thousand pictured greeting 
cards that were hand-coloured. This then evolved into 
the beautiful Christmas cards that are used even today.

You can also make a nice Christmas card...

v Join the dots and colour to make a beautiful tree as 
received by the woodcutter.

v On the odd numbers draw and colour the gifts re- 
ceived by the 3 poor girls.

v On the even numbers draw and colour the flowers 
that Mario gifted to baby Jesus.

v Draw a star at the top of the tree.

v Draw gifts that children keep for Santa at the foot of 
the tree.

v Fold a half A4 size card paper into two.

v Cut and paste the Christmas tree on the first side of 
the card.

v Write “Merry Christmas” and a good Christmas mes- 
sage on the inner side of the card.

You may visit a nearby orphanage and 
give this card to a child there. You may 
also give a small gift to this child. He/she 
is your special Christmas friend.

1. Original singers of the Christmas carols used as headings of the 5 legends in this Kids’ Corner.

2. Malayalam movie of the famous Christmas song ‘Raajaavin RaajaaveZhUNnellUNnU’.

3. Original album that contains the famous Malayalam song ’Paithalaam YesHUVe’.

4. The band who sang ‘Mary, did you know?’

5. Author of the popular novel ‘A Christmas Carol’.

6. Assistants of Santa Claus in making toys.

7. The date on which Boxing Day is observed.

8. Number of generations from Adam to Jesus.

9. Age of John the Baptist when Jesus was born.

10. The date of the feast of epiphany that celebrates the visit of the 3 wise men to the infant Jesus.

11. Prophet who professed “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be 
Emmanuel”.

12. Book, chapter and verse of “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favours”.

Christmas Quiz

Compiled by
Dr. C.P. Johnson
Christ The King Church, Bhandup

Mail your answers to -  
on or before the Christmas.

Names of selected winners will be published in the next issue of ‘Kalyan Lantern’

lanternkidsroom@gmail.com
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Know Your Faith

Charity is central to the Church’s 
mission, and we are called to share it 
with the world, especially those in 
need. “All of us, in truth, are called to 
water ourselves upon the rock that is 
the Lord and to quench the world’s 
thirst with the charity that springs from 
Him. (Pope Francis on Sep. 27, 2017 on 
the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul).

What is Charity?

A Common understanding of the 
charity is that it is just an act of giving 
something to the needy, an almsgiving. 
But charity in its purest sense means 
love and encompasses our love for God 
and our love for fellow beings. St 
Thomas Aquinas said, “the habit of 
charity extends not only to the love of 
God, but also to the love of our 
neighbor”. 

According to the catholic theology, 
charity is one of the three theological 
virtues and is the greatest of the three. 
According to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, Charity is a divinely 
infused virtue which lets us focus our 
will to cherish God above all things for 
His own sake and to cherish man for 
the sake of God (CCC 1822).

Is Christian charity just a 
philanthropic work?

According to Pope Francis “Christian 
charity is not simple philanthropy but, 
on the one hand, it is looking at others 
through the eyes of Jesus Himself and, 
on the other hand, seeing Jesus in the 
face of the poor”. Jesus Christ is always 
at the centre of the Christian charity 
and this is the true path of the doing 
charity according to Christianity.So 
Christian charity is more than a simple 
philanthropy.

Why does church give importance to 
charity?

Jesus taught that to love God and to 
love neighbor are the greatest 
commandments. Charity is not an 
optional extra, but an essential 
component of faith.According to the 
teaching of Jesus, charity is the 
synthesis of all the laws (Mt 22:36-
40).Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in his 
Encyclical Caritas in Veritate, decalred 
that “Charity is at the heart of the 
Church”. Charity is an expression of 
God’s love, which leads to a love for 
one another. We are all part of the same 
human family and share the same 

Charity is the face of the Catholic Church
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nature, needs and dignity. Church 
always reminds us that we all are 
children of God who are of the same 
family and we must have compassion 
and understanding for one another.

As a member of catholic faith we are 
encouraged to do charity in different 
ways. Although many world religions 
uphold charity work, it is specially 
emphasized in the Christian faith and is 
a central message in the gospels. In St 
Paul’s letter to Colossians 3:11 we read 
“Christ is all and in all”. Since the 
beginning of the Christianity, 
Christians were taught to give from the 
heart to everyone in need regardless of 
their race, or religion because “Christ is 
all and in all”.Let us always remember 
the words of Jesus: “For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt 
25:35).

How to develop the virtue of charity?

Charity is integral to our faith. 
Following are some of the practical 

ways for developing charity in our lives

1. Treat others with love: The simplest 
way to express charity is to speak, 
act and think with love.

2. Support Charitable Institutions: One 
can develop charitable spirit by 
supporting charitable institutions.

3. Volunteer in parish: We all know 
that church is not simply a building, 
but it stands as family that share the 
same love for God. It is only through 
helping each other our parish will 
grow stronger. We do not need to 
look very far to find people to help 
out. Our own parishes are a great 
place to do charity.

Charity is love. God’s love and 
generosity towards humanity should 
move and inspire us to love and be 
generous. Jesus taught that to love God 
and to love neighbor are the greatest 
commandments. Charity is the essential 
component of faith; it is the face of the 
catholic church.

Compiled by
Fr. Lijo Velliyamkandathil
St. Mary’s Church, Byculla

Top 10 Scorers of the Online Rosary Quiz conducted by Kalyan Lantern on 7/11/21.

Congratulations to all the winners!

Rank Name Prish Accuracy
1 Grejo Joby Airoli 98%
2 Neha Saji Tikujiniwadi 93%
3 Sibby Lijo Kalyan (West) 90%
4 Pious Antony 90%
5 Jis Romal Mankhurd 90%

Rank Name Prish Accuracy
6 Simon Peter Mankhurd 88%
7 Denisa Vartaknagar 85%
8 Amal Raphael Kamothe 83%
9 Jincy Lijo Wanawori 78%
10 Jasmin Dombivli 75%
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split pose for the 
longest during 
was sent by 
Kevin Alex 
Kolett (Born on 

February 8, 2011) of Pune, Maharashtra. He held himself in the box split 
pose (Samakonasana) for 1 hour and 3 seconds at the age of 10 years, 7 
months and 26 days, as confirmed on October 4, 2021
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for the longest 
duration was set 
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