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PARENTING
IN THE DIGITAL ERA

The current digital era has opened up an
astonishing world of opportunities for so
many people, especially for the upcoming
generations who are enjoying the fastest
pace of technological advancement in
history. In so many ways it’s an incredibly
exciting time to be alive, but for some, there
remain some serious and very real
challenges.

One such group is parents, who wonder
about how these digital advancements are
changing the face of parenting. Parenting
has never been easy, but parenting in a
digital world is proving to be among the
greatest challenges that parents and families
have ever faced.

Children have never been quite so well-
equipped with digital devices as they are
now. According to data from the Pew
Research Center, Washington, D.C., almost
1in 5 children under the age of 12 in the US

has their own smartphone, and among them

there are just over half that got their phone
between the ages of 9 and 11 years. As
many as 35% of those kids got their first
device when they were between 5 and 8
years old. Even though these kids are not

yet in a majority, it is still a huge change
from just a decade ago, and it presents some
serious challenges to parents.

Children are more exposed to information
than ever before, thanks to their devices,
and they are increasingly looking to their
devices to provide all of their social,
emotional and recreational needs, which in
itself brings numerous consequences.

This July issue of Kalyan Lantern is dealing
with various aspects of Parenting in Digital
Era. Technology can be beneficial to our
children’s development, in a positive way.
Let’s be more aware of it.
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Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing
for itself.

They come through you but not from you,

And though they are with you yet they belong
not to you.

You may give them your love but not your
thoughts,

For they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow,



which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to
make them like you.

For life goes not backward nor tarries with
yesterday.
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IN THE DIGITAL ERA

Fr Babu Anithanam MST

Catechism Director, Diocese of Faridabad

“There is no such thing as a perfect parent. So
just be a real one."- Sue Atkins.

In today's fast-paced technological world, it's
tough for parents to leave their imprint on their
children's lives. Millennial children exposed to
various diversions have a hard time connecting
with the ordinary. The virtual world has
completely blinded children. The current
generation is the first to have grown up with

digital technology and appears to be the most
at ease with it. Also known as digital natives,
these are people born around the turn of the
century.

With such drastic changes occurring over time,
the definition of "parenthood" has also
changed. Now parenthood has been dubbed
"digital parenting", which entails providing
children with appropriate resources to interact
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securely and responsibly in the digital
environment and fostering communication and
trust between children and parents, especially
in the modern era of technology.

When the world presented us with a new
challenge in the form of the COVID-19
pandemic, we, the parents, forced our children
to use electronic devices for education,
entertainment and engagement, regardless of
their age or maturity level. As a result, the
device has slowly but steadily become the
world for our young minds. As the world
grows more technologically advanced, we must
recognize the technical breakthroughs, such as
social networking, artificial intelligence, etc. As
a result, it is the responsibility of every parent
not just to be passive spectators but to be active
players in shaping our future generations by
knowing and upgrading their information and
therefore acquiring digital parenting skills.

There are many ways technology can positively
impact children's lives. Children have been able
to research on their own with the help of the
internet. The internet provides a wealth of
information and resources to assist youngsters

in learning about various topics. It is helpful for
school projects or for researching areas of
interest. This can also be a learning moment, as
it demonstrates how to dig through data to
discover trustworthy sources. More knowledge
in a field of study will eventually lead to better
academic performance and achievements.

Technology encourages creativity and the
acquisition of new abilities in various ways
through a variety of apps for people of all ages.
Children can explore several areas of interest,
which allows them to think out of the box. The
skills learned from interacting with technology
have an attached creative form of expression.

With the use of technology, children have
enriched themselves with a wide variety of
information. They do not require the assistance
of others to help them know more about a topic
of their interest, unlike the previous
generations who did not have access to the
internet. Just a click and a myriad of
information are available in front of them.
Thus, there is no dependency.

As rightly said, 'A coin has two sides’, in the
same way, the ever-growing technological



world has its disadvantages. The
adverse effects of technology on young
children cannot be overlooked.

An alert and vigilant digital parent
should also be aware of the potential
threats that their children may
encounter as they explore their new
technological world. Parents are
frequently concerned about their
children's mobile and electronic
devices addiction. With more time
spent on technology, younger children
are having issues with face-to-face
interactions as more preference is
given to online chats or talks through various
social media apps.

In recent years, video gaming addiction has
claimed the lives of many young minds.
Another concern to future generations is porn
addiction. When young people use social media
or instant messaging services, they are
vulnerable to cyber-bullying and peer-to-peer
violence. Children may be exposed to hate
speech and violent content while surfing the
internet, including messages that incite self-
harm and even death. This occurs when parents
does not monitor their child's online activities.

As parents, you should learn to deal with
children, particularly teens, susceptible to
online scams. Monitoring does not imply
stalking them, but it is desirable to know what
sites they frequently visit, speak with them, and
make them aware of the hazards.

Here are some tips that might help you excel in
your parenting skills in this digital era.

Be a role model:

Lead by example by spending time with your
children and connecting with your family.
Practising such minor details will teach your
children that no digital device can replace real-
world interactions. Allow children to
understand that no machine can ever return the
affection and love they receive from their
parents and family.
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Set safety measures:

Make sure your youngster only searches for
appropriate stuff for his/her age. Set the
parental controls to “on”. Encourage kids to
explore the digital world safely.

Safeguard privacy:

Users may be obliged to provide personal
information to gain access to online platforms
and participate in online activities. At other
times, users frequently share content in the
form of images, videos and text. Many users,
including children and adults, are entirely
unaware of the dangers. Always be aware of
how to safeguard your privacy by familiarizing
yourself with the privacy settings.

Modelling Appropriate Behaviour:

Children identify themselves with their
parents, absorb the values and norms
established in the home and try to emulate
parental behaviour. If parents spend most of
their free time online, there is a strong
likelihood that the children will do too. How
many times do you find yourselves asking
children to stop playing with their phones or
other electronic devices while, at the same time,
you are emailing and texting? If you want to
carve out face-to-face interaction time with
your children, you have to be the first to be
disciplined enough to remove yourself from the
glowing screen. For example, if you do not
want children and teenagers leaving the dinner
table when the cell phone rings, a text dings, or
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an email-alert chimes, you should also not
leave the table at every ring, ding, or chime.

Make it Social - Engage Together:

Be involved in your children's net life. Let
yourself know about what your children like to
do online, and let them share with you about
tech use. Turn online activities into time for
bonding. Ask them to show you their favourite
sites, music videos, etc. Have healthy
discussions on online blog posts. Play their
favourite video games together - it's always fun
to beat the parents!

Schedule Family Time:

Establish disciplinary guidelines such as screen
time limits, dos and don'ts, mobile phone free
zones in the home, etc. For example, allow
children to use no electronic devices during
mealtime, prayer time, study time, homework
time, and, more importantly when family
members gather to spend quality time together.
Such regulations will undoubtedly reduce the
adverse effects of screen time on one's health
and other difficulties.

Reinforce Family Connections:

It is desirable to involve children in such games
that they can play with their parents or other
family members, thus reinforcing family
bonding and team spirit to foster good
connections.

Be a Friend, Not a Stalker:

When your children are ready to use social
media to socialize and express their ideas and
thoughts, teach them how to do so safely, and
make sure you are friends with them on the
platform. Develop such a relationship that they
can approach you when things go wrong
online. Help foster your children's
independence by closely monitoring their
computer use but not micromanaging their
choices (e.g., music, games) if they are within
your established limits.

Children are constantly watching us, whether
we are aware of it or not. If you're advising

children to spend less time on their devices and
go outside and play, you better not be on your
phone while instructing them to do so. Nothing
will matter more than your digital habits
regarding your capacity to guide and support
your children. You, as a parent, play a pivotal
role since you are ideally positioned to address
the best interests of your child. Parents should
guide their children by implementing various
parenting strategies so that children can gain
the benefits of digital media and are
knowledgeable, productive, friendly and
trustworthy.

Empathy, honesty, self-reliance, self-control,
kindness, and cooperation are all traits that
good parenting fosters. It also encourages
intellectual curiosity and motivation. These
characteristics have not changed with the
increased use of technology. Parents have to
accept that all the electronic gadgets and
technology-based resources, which at times
seem wedged between them and children, are
here to stay. They should no longer be
considered a problem that can be solved by
prohibiting or banning them. All users,
including children and teens, must become
well-versed in the advantages and pitfalls of
technology and media to maximize their
benefits and, even more importantly, guard
against severe adverse effects.



My Take

on Parenting in Digital Era

The era of print media was ushered in by the
publishing of the Holy Book (Bible) and was
dominated by God’s People (Christians).
Subsequently the decline of this era saw a
decline in Christian faith across various
continents, mainly in Europe. The new Era of
Digital Media demands the faithful to be more
vigilant and proactive in preserving and
sustaining their faith. Each and every parent
should be deeply concerned about giving faith
education and practices to their children.

In my opinion, much more emphasis is to be
given by parents to impart and inculcate faith
practices in their children. Firstly the parent’s
faith-life should be exemplary to their wards.
For example as a parent, while participating in
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Mathew Samuel
St. Thomas Catholic Church, Vashi

the Eucharist, I pray to the Lord to raise my
children to the Lord when the Celebrant raises
the bread and wine to the Lord. Like the bread
and wine which become the body and blood of
our Lord, I believe that my children are
transformed into God’s children when I do this.

Practising the usage of holy objects like holy
water, cross, holy rosary, etc for protection and
retaining our holy nature is helpful in
increasing the faith of the young generation.
Teaching them to pray personally (apart from
family prayers) and read the Bible regularly
and especially in their moments of trials will
help in establishing a personal relation with the

Lord.
®
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Help Our Children
Grow in Digital Era

Pathrose. PD.

Immaculate Conception Church, Dombivl

The fundamental goal for Christian parents is
to guide their children to having faith in Christ
and to set them on a path to maturity, bringing
them to the full measure of His glory. Parenting
is one of God's most important callings.
“Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a
real blessing” (Psalm 127:3). Helping kids
understand concepts like conflict-management,
self-awareness, self-management, and
responsible decision-making is one of the most
critical areas of parenting in this digital era.
Kids between the ages of 6 and 23 fall into a
generation now got labeled as Post-Millennial
or iGen.

We have to teach each child uniquely based on
what we see in him/her. When the kids claim
unfairness, refer back to the stair-steps, and
explain why each child in the home is on
different steps in the same progression. Each
child responds differently to various things.

From toddlers to teens, kids today are growing
up with technology. While advances in
technology offer a range of options to us, it is
challenging for both parents and children to
cope with them. As parents, we can definitely
help our children grow up well-groomed in this
digital era. We can try these:

¢ Focus on more activities without screens.

* Swap one screen time activity each week
with an offline activity and monitor how
your child’s behavior changes for a month.
Decide at the end of the month if it is
beneficial.

* Teach the child that people are more
important than devices. When someone is
speaking, put the device down and have a
conversation.

* Resist the urge to pick up a device
whenever bored or have free time. Replace
that with a new habit of reading, coloring, or
playing with non-electronic things.

* Form a game - have everyone see how
much they can repeat and remember when
they have their devices down, give a reward
for the best outcome.

* Keep screens out of bedrooms, delay social
media as long as possible.
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PARENTING IN THE DIGITAL ERA

My Experience

Jancy Xavier
Mother of Jesus Forane Church, Antophill

There’s no denying that parenting in the digital
age can be extremely tough, no matter the age
of your child. Perhaps the greatest change in
parent-child relationship has occurred with the
advent of the digital age. This change is most
noticeable in the relationship between an
adolescent child

and the parent.

Having an

adolescent child

myself, the knee-

jerk reaction is to

believe that the

digital age has

deteriorated the

relationship

between the parent

and adolescent

child. “I never

spoke back at my

parents”. “Put that

tablet away when

you are eating”.

“Look at me when

I'm talking to you”,

“Your grades are down because you are on
social media all the time” - the complaints are
endless. As a parent it is difficult to trust
everything your child tells you about his/her
social media activities especially after the
pandemic. Daily prayers were also replaced by
online mass, retreats, catechism etc.

I remember an occasion when my young son
had major face off with us and banged the door
shut when we tried to reason with him. At that
time we were unsure how to deal with the
situation and not antagonise him further. AsI
was scrolling my phone in agitation I came
across this bible verse in my Bible app,
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make straight your paths”. The verse had a
calming effect on me and I whatsapped the
same to my son who
happened to
immediately read it
and replied with a
smiley saying “chill
mom, [ am ok”.
Maybe if I had
banged the door
and tried to say the
same words outside
the door he might
not have listened,
but when I
communicated to
him in his comfort
zone, I was able to
put the point across.

It takes conscious

effort and constant
course correction to bypass the pitfalls of digital
tools and enhance the riches that these tools
bring into the parent-child bond. Make it a
point to positively connect with your child and
to an extent keep the faith that if God has let
technology get invented, then He has also
found a way around it for you and me.
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Praise to Him
in the Church

“Let there be eternal praise to Him in the
Church” is the response of the community to the
proclamation of the deacon. Jesus established the
Church to be a community that renders praise
and worship to God. Hence the primary function
of the Church is to be a worshiping community.
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Mar Thomas Elavanal
Bishop, Diocese of Kalyan

All the activities of the Church ultimately aim at
preparing people for worship of God. We read in
the document on Liturgy of 1I Vatican Council
“Por the goal of apostolic works is that all should
come together to praise God in the midst of the
Church” (SC. 10). So too, the Church is to be the
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sign of God’s loving presence
with His people. Through the
Liturgy the Church fulfills her
vocation to worship and praise
God. Through the worship
Church is always praying for one
intention as here we pray ‘Let His
blessings and mercy be on us at
all times’. We pray that through
the reception of Holy
Communion all of us may
become worthy of God’s mercy.
This prayer reminds us that it is
through offering praise to God
that we become worthy of His
love, grace and mercy.

Hymn of Communion

The hymn sung by the community before Holy
Communion is called ‘Onitha D’ Vema or hymn
of Bema or hymn of communion. This is called
‘Onitha D’ Vema’ since this hymn is traditionally
sung at the Bema. This hymn will be different
according to the liturgical season. Singing this
hymn in response to the proclamation of deacon,
the community is again rendering praise to God.
This hymn is sung as the celebrant and other
priests receive the Holy Communion. This hymn
is an expression of our devotion and love
towards the Eucharist. Through this hymn the
Church is rendering praise to God for the
ineffable gift of Eucharist and implores God’s
mercy on the community.

Sanctify our Bodies

As the one who represents Christ in the Holy
Qurbana and as the one who offered the sacrifice
in the name of all, it is the celebrant who receives
the Holy Communion first. As a preparation for
receiving the Holy Communion, celebrant, taking
the Sacred Host in his hands, recites in a low
voice, one of the three prayers given. In the first
one he prays “O Lotd, let not your body bring
me condemnation but rather remission of debts

and forgiveness of sins”. These divine mysteries
should never become cause of condemnation but
for remission of sins. Once again the propitiatory
power of Holy Qurbana is emphasized here. In
the second prayer three fruits of communion are
implored: first you should sanctify our bodies
with your Sacred Body, secondly forgive our
debts with your precious blood and thirdly purify
our conscience with your grace. The sanctifying
power of the Eucharist is mentioned here.

In my hands the depository of all grace

The third prayer of the celebrant is still more
significant. He prays “unworthy though I am,
behold in my hands the depository of all graces;
reveal in me the great power of these awe
inspiring mysteries”. Here the priest confesses
that Eucharist is the great treasury of all divine
graces. Without taking into consideration the
human unworthiness, God has entrusted the
priest with this great treasure. The priest here
acknowledges the mercy of God and the great
divine power of the Eucharist. He ardently prays
to manifest in him this great divine power of the
Eucharist. These are really personal, meaningful
and beautiful prayers to be recited by the priest.
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1 2
The Annunciation .
4 5
6 7
8 9
10
11
12

Cross
. . Kids corner compiled by
. Catholics normally celebrate this feast on March 25. Benny Jose, Malad (W)

5 Joseph was of the house of

7. Theangel said Mary was to call her Son thls name.

8. “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the . (two words)
10.“Of His there willbe noend.”

11.The angel told Mary not to be

12.Mary’s cousin; the angel said that she has conceived a son.

Down

2. Town in which the angel appeared to Mary

3. “Hail, , the Lord is with you.” (Three words)

4. Mary said, “Behold, | am the ofthe Lord; letit be done to me according to your word.”
6. Marywas toaman named Joseph; means engaged to be married.

9. Name ofthe angel that appeared to Mary
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Parents as Alert Companions
to Children in the Digital World

\Recently, we all were shocked by a news that a sixteen year
old girl from Trivandrum had committed suicide. She left
behind a note, revealing the reasons behind this extreme
decision-

a) shehadnofriends

b) she was scoring low marks due to her addiction to the
videos of Korean bands.!!!

It is true that we are living in the digital era. Modern
technology- aided platforms (especially the internet)
influence each stage of our lives. Whether we like or not,
technology made us humans a part of it, instead of we, the
architects doing it the other way. Itis practically impossible to
live out of the boundaries of a techno savvy world. Pope
Francis considers internet as the gift of God! The Holy
Father was hailing its potential to foster dialogue among
desperate groups. He observes that the internet in particular
offers immense possibilities for wise and peaceful
encounters with people of all castes, which in turn fosters
solidarity among people. The Pope highlights that
communication is ultimately a human rather than a
technological achievement. Therefore, according to him, itis
the responsibility of Young Christians to make use of it
wisely, intelligently and smartly.

It is not easy to say ‘no’ to all these technology — enabled
gadgets; but we have to learn how to handle those in a
proper way and teach our children how to use them
constructively. A negative approach to social media will do

more harm than good to the youngsters. It's doubtlessly
much better to teach them that no amount of technology can
substitute for the face to face social engagement.

Digital media has made a big impact on our children, their
physical, mental Intellectual, social and cultural
development. Therefore parenting in this digital era must
obviously adapt to and adopt new means and methods, so
that parents can shade their children from the dangers
looming out there in the dark corridors of the digital world.
Parents cannot afford to remain passive spectators as the
digital world unfolds before curious, innocent eyes, with all
its devilish magnanimities. They must become alert
companions so that their children can thrive in the new era,
carefully protected from the potential dangers it poses
before them.

Thisis what pope Francis mentioned in his papal bull - Patris
Corde : “Parents are not born, but made. A man does not
become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but
by taking up the responsibility to care for that child.
Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of
another, in some way he becomes the father of that person”.
In this digital era, as responsible Christian parents, it is our
moral obligation to our children, to safeguard them from the
threats, tricks and traps of the digital world.

Fr. Nowgin

Irinjalakuda Diocese
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